
The EUNPD Consortium:

INITIATIVES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS 

AND NEXT GEN SCHOLARS

Paola Tessari

Senior Researcher at the International Affairs Institute (IAI) Rome

Annual Conference of the Peace Research Center Prague, 21 April 2023



History

• EU New Lines for Action 2008: “EU action to counter proliferation could
benefit from the support provided by non-governmental non-proliferation
network”

• In July 2010 Council Decision 2010/430/CFSP established “a European
network of independent non-proliferation think tanks in support of the
implementation of the European Union strategy against Proliferation of
Weapons of Mass Destruction”.

• A network bringing together foreign policy institutions and research
centers from across the EU to encourage political and security-related
dialogue and the long-term discussion of measures to combat the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their delivery
systems.

• Mandate Renewed in 2014, 2018 & 2022



What is the Consortium?



The Network



Mission and activities

• The main aim of the network is to encourage discussion of
measures to combat the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and their delivery systems.

• Enhance the awareness in third countries of the challenges
related to WMD and conventional weapons proliferation through
education and outreach projects and activities.

• Establish cooperation with specialized institutions and research
centers in third countries.



Management of the activities
SIPRI

▪ General management and coordination

▪ EUNPD policy papers

▪ Proliferation awareness training pilot courses

FRS

▪ Website and interactive platform

▪ Consultative meetings 

IAI

▪ Annual conferences 

▪ Newsletter

IISS-Europe

▪ Arms Control, Disarmament and Non-Proliferation

Podcast

PRIF

▪ E-learning 

▪ Internship coordination

▪ Teaching clinic

VCDNP

▪ Brussels study visits for UN Disarmament Fellows 

VCDNP jointly with IAI: 

Mentorship programme /next gen activities

Depending on topic and availability

9 ad hoc seminars  and oral/written briefs

Participation e.g. in EU sponsored side events



Engagement with policy-makers and diplomats

Annual Consultative Meeting
EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament 

Annual Conference 



UN Disarmament Fellows’ visit to Brussels
(every year in September)

Engagement with policy-makers and diplomats



• Covering a wide range of topics in the field of 
disarmament, arms control and non-
proliferation

• Providing policy recommendations for EU policy 
makers

• 82 papers published by experts from the 
Network since 2011; 13 more by 2025

• Papers are all publicly available.

EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Papers



Ad Hoc Seminars

• 9 in total over 3 years
• 3 in-person, 6 virtual
• Can cover the full range of topics within the Consortium mandate



Oral and written briefs

• Oral briefings to CONOP/COARM and other EU bodies (by 
Consortium or Network representatives)

• Written ad-hoc briefs associated with the 9 ad-hoc seminars 

• 4 stand-alone written briefs, at request of EEAS



Teaching ‘clinic’ – teaching resource hub

• Depository of curricula for professors

• Short summaries of key literature

• Curriculum mapping and analysis



EU Non-Proliferation and Disarmament 
eLearning Courses 

20 learning units covering all relevant 
NPD aspects, e.g. arms control, WMD, 
SALW, humanitarian arms control, 
emerging technologies, export control

195 short videos, 30 experts

Freely accessible at
https://nonproliferation-elearning.eu



Website and social media

Website

Social media



EUNPDC Podcast

Focused on explaining existing and significant arms control, disarmament, and non-proliferation 
agreements, combining the history of the agreements, their significance, and how they relate to 
current events (e.g. MTCR, HCOC, Vienna Document, INF Treaty, New START, NPT, CWC, BWC)



E-newsletter

Published monthly with updates from Network, Consortium and EU 



• For further information about these initiatives please visit our 
website: 

• https://www.nonproliferation.eu/

https://www.nonproliferation.eu/


Thank you very much for your attention!!
p.tessari@iai.it
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