
Television, Security, and Vigil:
How popular culture can (re)construct nuclear politics



Popular 
Culture

”Popular culture is both ordinary and exceptional: 
ordinary in its everydayness, but exceptional in its 
potential to support and multiply identity, social 
meaning and relations of power” (Griffin, 2019: 508)







Gender

“We’re eight women, 
140 men”

“Can you even begin to imagine the tactical challenge?” 
“No, no, didn’t think so”. 

“confine her to quarters”



The Deterrent

“The entire nuclear deterrent rests on just three things. The first, you 
must have viable weapons. And second, your enemy can't ever know if 
you'll use them. Which is why we keep the letter of last resort in a safe, 
inside another safe, on board this boat. The final thing is, your enemy 
mustn't be able to stop you. So you stay hidden.” 



The Russian



Conclusion
It is important that Political Science and 
International Relations take fictional dramas 
seriously
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