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Biological Weapons Convention

prohibits development, production, stockpiling, 
acquisition, retention or transfer of biological weapons

• Opened for signature on 10 
April 1972

• EiF on 26 March 1975
• First multilateral 

disarmament treaty 
banning an entire category 
of WMD

• Comprehensive scope
• Non-discriminatory in 

nature
• Unlimited duration 
• Open to any state

183 States Parties

4 Signatories

10 States not party





“Determined, for the sake 
of all mankind, to exclude 
completely the possibility 
of bacteriological 
(biological) agents and 
toxins being used as 
weapons”

“Convinced that such use 
would be repugnant to 
the conscience of 
mankind and that no 
effort should be spared to 
minimise this risk”



Article I Never under any circumstances to acquire or retain biological weapons

Article II To destroy or divert to peaceful purposes biological weapons and associated 
resources prior to joining

Article III Not to transfer, or in any way assist, encourage or induce anyone else to acquire or 
retain biological weapons 

Article IV To take any national measures necessary to implement the provisions of the BWC 
domestically

Article V To consult bilaterally and multilaterally to solve any problems with the 
implementation of the BWC

Article VI To request the UN Security Council to investigate alleged breaches of the BWC and 
to comply with its subsequent decisions

Article VII To assist States which have been exposed to a danger as a result of a violation of 
the BWC

Article X To do all of the above in a way that encourages the peaceful uses of biological 
science and technology



• Provides an unequivocal norm against biological weapons

• Sole multilateral forum for dialogue concerning all issues 
pertaining to BWs in a holistic manner

• Facilitates assistance and cooperation at the bi- and multilateral 
level and helps building capacity

• Supports the promotion of peaceful uses of biological S&T and 
facilitates assistance and cooperation to develop capacity

• Offers a mechanism for consultation and cooperation in solving 
any problems

• Builds transparency through Confidence-Building Measures

What are the main functions of the BWC?



Resources to facilitate treaty implementation

Weapon Category Nuclear Biological Chemical

Treaty (status) NPT CTBT BWC CWC

States Parties to the Treaty 191 168 183 193

Verification    

Organisation IAEA CTBTO - OPCW

Budget € 371.8m $ 70.9m
€ 49.8m

$1.8m € 69.7m

Personnel (approx.) 2,560 275 3 462



• No international verification regime
• No separate international organization
• States Parties obliged to translate the 

commitments in the Convention into 
effective national action

• Intersessional work programmes (all 
decisions by consensus)

• Highest Organ: Review Conference 
• Three regional groups:

• Eastern European Group (Russia) 
• NAM (Azerbaijan)
• Western Group (Australia)

• Three Depositaries

How does the BWC work?



Implementation Support Unit

• First institutional presence for the BWC

• Officially operational in August 2007

• Housed in the Geneva Branch of the UN Office of Disarmament Affairs

• Funded by assessed contributions from all BWC States Parties

• Three full-time staff

• Augmented by voluntary contributions from States Parties and the 
European Union

“A small, efficient and highly-focused unit, the ISU will coordinate, 
concentrate and magnify the efforts of the States Parties. It will harness 

resources, forge connections, develop networks and identify opportunities.”

























The youth for Biosecurity Network

80 young biosecurity experts






