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Twenty years ago, 8 former socialist countries in Central and Eastern Europe and two
Mediterranean countries joined the EU. At the time, the 2004 enlargement was framed
through the promise of reuniting Eastern and Western Europe after the end of the Cold War.
There is no doubt that the 2004 enlargement was an historical event that contributed to
shape Europe as we know it. Among others, this enlargement wave has been celebrated
for its role in driving the political and economic transitions in Central and Eastern Europe,
as well as for its contribution to the achievement of peace, stability and prosperity across it.
At the same time, however, the 2004 enlargement has been considered as one of the
causes behind many challenges that the EU has been facing over the past twenty years.
These include democratic backsliding in some new EU member states, which challenges
the application of the rule of law in the EU, as well as inefficiencies in EU’s institutional
functioning and decision-making processes due to the rise in the numbers and in the
heterogeneity of its membership.

On the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the 2004 enlargement, the time is ripe for
reflecting on the different perceptions and assessments of what has become known as the
‘big-bang enlargement’, in Italy and across Europe, as well as for discussing the current
challenges related to the preparation of future accessions. The conference is organized by
Istituto Affari Internazionali and LUISS Guido Carli’s Department of Political Science, within
the framework of the ’(Re)uniting the East and West: Reflections on the 2004 EU
enlargement (REWEU)’ project supported by the European Commission.
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Speakers
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Speakers

Moderator
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PROGRAMME

Registration of participants

WELCOME REMARKS

GIOVANNI ORSINA, Head of Political Science Department, LUISS University
FERDINANDO NELLI FEROCI, President, Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAl)

KEYNOTE SPEECH
GIULIANO AMATO, former ltalian Prime Minister

SESSION | - Reflections on the 2004 EU Enlargement

THOMAS CHRISTIANSEN, Professor, LUISS University

JANA JuzovA, Senion Fellow, Europeum

ALINA MuNGIu-PIPPIDI, Professor, LUISS University

GIORGIO R0osso CICOGNA, former Italian Diplomat and former Director of Trieste Industrial
Association

LORENZO VAI, Associate Fellow, Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAl)

MARIA GIULIA AMADIO VICERE, Assistant Professor, LUISS University
Q&A

Coffee break
SESSION Il - Preparing for future EU Enlargements

JELENA DZANKIC, Professor, European University Institute (EUI), and Senior Research Fellow at
the Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP)

SRDJAN MaJsToroVIC, Chairman of the Governing Board, European Policy Centre (CEP)

NONA MIKHELIDZE, Senior Fellow, Istituto Affari Internazionali (Al)

Luicl NARBONE, Director of the Mediterranean Platform, School of Government, LUISS University
SoFIA VIvIANI, Ufficio Internazionale, Gioventu Federalista Europea

MATTEO BONOMI, Senior Fellow, Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAl)
Q&A

CONCLUDING REMARKS

SERGIO FABBRINI, Professor, LUISS University

NicoLETTA PIR0zzI, Head of Programme on European Union and Institutional Relations Manager,
Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAl)



