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TH W_WORLD O DER:
Significant.changes in the structure of the world following the enﬁa
of c&ld war, the breakdp of the'$oviet Union , and the Gulf was
have%éffected the basis of different aspects of international
rela%ions. Politica1 scientiats face the challenge of understanding
thesé changés_aAdiédapting policies to suite the néw age.

The éaper.will”éddrésa:north south relations in the mediteranean
within the framework of the “ New World Order ",

It 13 1mportant to define the concept order to arrive at suitable

answera to such questlona.

TEE éONCEPT OF THE wcﬁLﬁ"ORbER~ | 1

The dlfferent poznts of v1ew regearching a certain concept even
when | 1t causes COmpllcatlon sometimes enriches and explores its H
depth. The concept 1n§ernatxonal order 1is susceptlble to such
mentql mechanismﬁ However, Charles Maclelland defined order as a
BLruqture, havlng elements related and lnteractlng with each other, !
and hav1ng deflnlte llmlts seperating it from its structure and f§
envxLonment. |

The qrder is cohsidé}gd an analytical tool which introduces a
parﬁicular perspéétivegto'ﬁuman'behavior at all levels. In such

term%, order tends to have specific functions which ought to be

perférmed, in as mu¢h as ordef (any order) can mentain its
exiééance through its own mechanisms of adaptation, and in‘as far
ag itécan perfotm'ith“réle and aéhieve its objectives. The proéeés
'Lurnd to: be more - complicated when its is applied to the

inteﬂnational environment,,i.e. to the world order.
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Charﬂee Maclelland. adds that the concept of order and the world:
order spe01flcally is simultanously abstract, attributive and
theoretlcal It ig therefore abstract because 1t repregsents an
,analytlcal tool which can be used within the framework of several
approaches to the .study, including the specific hlstorlcal
approach, and the SClentlflC approach. This is 80 becausge it is
used to lndlcate a particular status or situation, which
chara¢ter1zea 1nternatlonal relations in a specific perlod of tine,
Far 1natance, it has been generally stated that the world order in
the past war perlod was blpolar. Bipolarity ig a theoretlcal
concept, whlch 1ntroduces a nunber of presumptions and hypothesis
whlchiare 1nterrelated in a deductive way.

DlBtrlbutlon of international power shapes the nature of
Lnternatlonal order, and determlnes its characteristics. Thus
lnternatlonal order can serve as a mechanism for distribution of
power - un the worlad. Thls understandlng of the nature of
1nternat10nal order from a pollt1Cdl point of view is of great
1mportance in ana1y21ng ‘ag well as understandlng international
order objectlvely and realistically. Therefore, the constructive
concept of international order is= baaed on the reaction of the
fundamqntdl units 1n the 1ntarndt10ndl order and on the nature of

vdlstrlbution of power’ln‘the world Thus, we find a number of

specific forma or patterns 'We 1earn a lot on thie subject matter

from higtory. ‘::ff;i“'  L
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Distéibution‘éf powers in the world assumes one of the following.
specgfic forms: |
1) dnipolar order: In which the power ig centralized in one

‘ political unit.,
2) éiﬁolar order: | Diétributién'of power 1in thé world is

divided inte two specific centers.

3) Multipolar oraerr Power is distributed among more than two

countries.

Thie understanding of-the nature of international relationships and

the 1nternat10na1 order, leads to the 1nference that the concept of ﬂ
equallty arong. countrles, from legal aspacts, as is the case with

the inted Natlons Charter needs to be reviewed. m

. % , o 3

A re&listic'asseSSment of international relations requires us to {

|

|

dlstfngulsh between actors who create political relationships

and affect beha::"~' "d COuntrles ‘that feel obliged to accept them
based on the concept of.power and adaptation. Interstate
_1nteract10n should be focussed into two guestions:

- The first, is the manner of distribution of POWEY .

- Th? second, represents the pattern of relationships between
thesegpowers.

Whlle the first questlon reldtes to the structure of the
1nternat10nal order, the sncond guestion relates to the means or

the mechanlsm by whmch international relations are managed. Thus,

it addreaseg tbeimannex,by which the international order realizes

its,ztab;lity-ﬁndtéxiatance.
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If we want to answer the inguiries proposed at the outset, which
relate to the new world order, and the concept of power, we must

addreas the changes that have.occured to this concept: =so that we

can llnk between the old and new international orders.

THE épNCEPT OF POWER

Inteénational relations is characterized by decentralization. No
slngle actor can monopolize the authority of issuing orders.
Natlonallsm which is legally named "soverelgnty" emerges as an
obstawle facing the r181ng of an’ _organization and have supremacy
over natlonal loyaltles in.such situations: and over the instinct of
survzval and self protectlon. Thus, the state tends to secure
protectlon to itself. No authority other than the state can smecure
"its sﬁrvival at the'leVel of international relations. This
underlles the concept of power as a motivation and interpreter of
lnternatlonal relatlons and its complexcities. The concept of
power in polltlcal ethlcs goes back to the time of Arlstole."
Today, this concept is applled to three levels: |

1) The 1nd1v1dual

2) Tpe communlty

3) . The state and the 1nternatlonal order; where such concept of

i
power'represeni

|
I

relations.'UThe*concepg.of power is expressed by the ability of
actors to influence the behavior of others,

Analyqxs of this cOncepL xevealé a number of fundamental
varlablea relevant to the subject of power, such ag: Threat.

'warning, forcing, detering and the like.




Leithgﬁamid defines power as the use of force which compels others
to adépt themselves to govern their acts in consistence with normsg
of be@avior prefered by key actors. However, according to Burtrand
Rusae?, powelr accumulates from the possegssion of the ability to
influ%nce. According to Right Mills, the concept of power is ;he
poase;sion of the ability of actors to make decisions despite the
oppos?tion of others., However, in the field of international
relat&ons, Morganthau propounds that international peolitics is a
confl?ct for power regardless of its ultimate objectives. This,
polit?cal power is a sort of psychological relétionship between
thoseéwho exercise it and those agéinst whom it is exercised. It
gfant;'the former the control over the acts performed by others
through influence, which might be practiced in a manner of order,
or byéthreat or persuation or by a combination of them. Based on
this<?nderstanding of the concept of power, many theorists in
inter;ational relationé used to describe the international order,
‘befor? the collapse of the Soviet Union as bipolar, based on the
conai?eration that power is a channel of relations that influences‘
and c;mpels. It is basically expressed by military force, since
powergia materialized by military force, and since this military

forceéis posgessed by two parties with overwhelming qualilative
L] 1

charahteristics. So logic points out that the distribution of
poweriia based on a bipolar system, and conseqﬁently, order is
basedéon a limited bipolarity. This analysis, even if it is
appargntly bawed on the underatanding of power, it is considered to
be inLapgble of explaining international reality in depth.

by
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Changes in the areas of technology and electronics have had an
impa&t on the fundamental concepts of social behavior. The concept
of po%er in international relations was most affected. The fall of
the Sbviet Union teaches ug one significant lesson in history and
raisés the following question: What is the cause for the collapse
of a% powerful military force without a military defeat?

Limiéing the concept of power to military capability causes an
imbaﬁance in the intellectual structure of policies. The first
thiné that has to be understood is the difference between potential
pbweé and actual power. Potential power has access to all
resoyrces available to the state which could be utilized in shaping
its ﬁélations with other states. Actual power stems from the
convérsion of the states entire power resources that are
tranéformed into military capability.

The.ﬁew meaning ¢of the concept of power stems from analyzing the
atte@pts-of influence that the states tend to exercise in framing
‘theié relations with each other, in a manner that power governs the
rela&iohahp between two parties or more, and aims at making a
chanée ih their behaviour. not necessarily through the coersive
uge éf power, in the sense that coerion does not always represent
the @ost effective or sole way for the demonstration of power,
wheréby the materialization of power or adaptation to its infuenc;
ig c&nsidered one of the element of power. This leads us to the
stemént‘that states power does not necemsarily lie in the size of

its ﬁilitary capability but in the number of choices and
i
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alternative actions available. The more peolitical eptions afforded

to theistate the greater its strenght in international realations

and ité influence upon others. Domestic factors, such as technical
and anieconomic base, largely determines the range of options
availaﬁle to states and their ability to affect substantial change
in intérnational relations.

Therefére, ﬁhere is an urgent need to review the interpretation and
analysis of the international order existing from the second world
war to ithe present day. Addressihg the concept of power, in terms
of its%theoretical structure, provides a framework for examining
intern&tional relations. Therefore if world order is defined in
terms éf the distribution of power in the world, and power is
defineé according to the degree options available based on a states
economfc capability,  including the options of deterence and

coergiQn, then , how is power distributed in the world today?

The bip%lar system dominated the interntional order following world
war ll?. In terms of military power, the U.S. and the USSR
dominat?d international relations. However, Henry kisasinger
correct?y pointéd out that the world is considered bipolar in terms

of dist}ibution of military power, but rmultibipolar by the

W a0 ) IR IO NI L Ve

criteria of economic and political strength,

™,

Since the 1970'a and 19680's the technological and economic bage of
gtate pbwer began to exceed the importance of military power,
eapeciaily following the emaergence of detente., reduction of

military threst and the end of the cold war. The rise of Japan as
!
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an ec%nomic power along with the political and economic ascendency
of a énified Europe are two examples which demonstrate that
interﬁational relations today can be best explained by the

‘ diétribution of power representative of a multipolar system.
The i&ternat;onal order of today may be considered new in the sense
of thé existing ditribution of power.
The do%inance of a multipolar regime necessitates the ingquiry as to
how this system is maintained and the distribution of capability in

terme ‘of deterence and coercion to influence international

rglatﬁons. Furthermore, gueries must address not only the nature of
international relations in a multipolar aystem, but qualilative
relations between the rich north encompassing ( 85% ) of the worlds

produciion and the poor south. Also about the future of territorial

o

 racial and religious conflicts in addition to the problems of

gy

development democracy, human rights and proliferation of amss

destructlon weapons. Such world problems form a challenge to the

methods by whlch international relationship are managed, and both

levelagl.e. between the major world powers , and between these

powersiand the remaining countries of the world.

300 NN TOIN TR

One of ithe most significant weaknesses of conventional diagnosis of
world étatemanship is the tendency to overstate military sources
of power, and to consider them as permanent basmic sfdndard for

meaauring and ccmparlng all other formg of pOWLr. Economic and

technologxcal power in fact have become the most important gspects §
of a &t?te'a strongth. They stand for the final featuring factor of
global istata's structurs which shall become a field for commercial

| ! %
| ’ ' :
’ .
’ ) . v N 7 oo P ' - TR 4 g PR T

PO i




s
dervds 34 i6:3a

-9 -

and fi%ancial rivalry. In other words, a state's stature shall
spring%from its economic achievements rather than its military
capabiiities, bacause no power can maintain survival if relying on

violence alone.

THE MItjDDLE EAST

The Miédle Bast has gained a sgignificant importance in world
relatidns. At the tiﬁe‘when geography was responsible for such
geostr&tegic impgrtance'of the Middle East region, the factor of
resourées and the nature of the world struggle however,
subseq@ently formed and are still forming the gpringhead for the
increasing importance of the region in world politics. Today,
studies of this region became increasingly intensive due to its
involv%ment with changes befalling to centers and peripheries in
intern%tiOnal relations. Although the study of such changeé is
circumphssed by too many difficulties and complications, arising
fronnthé intimate circumstances of the region, such study yet seems
demandi@g and necessary for the purpose of forming an ochvious
conceptional idea.about how international changes infulence world
relatiohs, and for functional purposes dealing with the methods
that thé region hag to adopt in order to adapt with such
develop&ents.

The basic difficulty faced by any reseatcher of the Middle East
region iiea with the éyatematic approach he hag to follow, and
whether%the study should beon geographical bagis, on racial bagis,

or thro@gh ite functional aepect, i.e. the function of ingredient

Loy
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units éomprising the region's order with their various machineries
for aﬁtaining stability and balance.

The co%cept of regional or provincial order was developed in the
sixtie% and seventies. Its origin relates to two basic sources of
the in%ernational literature.

The fi§st is regionalism, which represents a doctrine arising
against internationalism that preached the construction of a new
intern;tionél order for peace keeping and stability. Where as
propagéndist of regionalism ¢onsidered the establishment of
region;I conglomér-aﬁtions as the best and most feasible means for
maintaining international peace and security. Internationalists on

the other hand called for the establishment of a universal

g&vern@ent comprising all states for that purpose.

The se%ond origin for the concept of regionalism stems from
integrétion research with all its diversities, particularly
econqmic integration. Besgides these two ideological origing of
the r;éional order concept, there existed new world developments

that céntributed to the concept. In this context, Oran Young

introd&ces the discontinuties norm of international order and
providés practical data for the rising of regional systems. The
Young's norm reflects how some universal influencing forms of

regionalism are marked with conformity and others with

kY S et S IRCERRE A I

d18conﬁinuity.
Thig is followed by the emergence of conformity in the norms of
relatidne and types of benefitw from both the universal as well as

the re%ional frameworks.

’
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Thereiare certain zones of unique characteristics which distinguish
them from others. In addition to the international influence of
f;cto%s in all zones of the world, there are also private

factogs which affect the type of relationg and reactions existing
in eaéh zone as opposed to other zones. . One of the reasons that
added%to the importance of adopting the regionalism concept as a
meanséof political analysis, is the absence of a world war leading
to in%ernational coalition, the thing that allowed each zone to
evolvé its own characteristics in one way or another, and also
allowéd the revival of super and regional powers, the remarkable
inéreése 0f independent states especially in Africa and Asia. In
this {ery context, many scholars and researchers have produced
varioﬁs identifications of the regional order. Examples

are; iThe sub-order or the regional sub-order, the partial

interéational order or the world sub-order, etc. However, the
theofétical framework given by Lewis Cantori and Stephen Spegil is
consiéered the most decisive and comprehensive identification. 3
Both sbholars considered the regional order as comprizing one, two
r moﬁe adjacent and interactive sgtates having religious,
linguistic, cultural, social and historical tiez in common, and
theiréemotional feeling towards their regional identity is
occasﬁonally increased by actions and stances of outside countries.
The tﬁo writers fuftber divided the regional order into three

parta: The core zone, the margin, and the penctration zene. The

core Qheart) includes the countries which are far from the core

v

of thJ order to some extent ae a cesult of social, political,

4
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econo@ic or organizational factors. But nontheless, they play a
éertain role in the regional order policy. The penetration zone
inclu@es outside countries which perform political roles within the
interéational order. Within the three foregoing classifications
the lécationa of countries is determined by four categories éf
varia@les'as follows:

1) Néture and standard of céhesion in the order.

2) Néture of communications

3) Level of power or capabilities of the order, and the structure

aéd types of relations.

Howevér, the region is defined by three main trends: 1
1) Oée céncantrates on the geographical nearness considerations.
2} Oﬁe concentrates on the availability of cultural, social,

e&onomic and political cohesion between the states. g
3) Obe concentrateé on the interaction element. This trend

'ékgues that the regional order is based on the existence of

political, economic, social, and cultural interactions

e

b?tween neighboring or identical states.

B

A= foé the Middle East region, neither of the paths adopted for its
studyéwill £find the unigue characteristic distinguishing this
regio;. Some geographists argue that it extends from Mococco to
Pakaiian. This definition projects an effective role for the
region in international politics. However,if an ethnic feature

were ﬁdopted, the Arab World will constitute the heart (core) of

the régicn. The arab World has a specific importance in the

interhational order by reason of ite resources and fortunes.

,
.
) ’

IR P - . K vl AR ML e L vl . e



way

desder3a B § =R P4

- 13 - '

Wheregs the functional dimension shall necessitate the inclusion of
Turkeé, Iran, Etheuopia and Israel as effective and significant
elemeéts. The Middle East region has a special strateqgic
imporéance within world polities. It links three continents
encoméassing most of what is known as the third world.
The région wag pulled back and forth by three ideologies that stand
for tﬁe general concepts of socialism, capitalism, and
nonalfgnment. From here erupts oil which is fundamental for world
indusﬁry, and in it pours the latest innovated weapons which render
it anéindispeneible experiﬁental field.
Thisg s&rategic importance of the region has attracted the sights of
intern%tional powers, and lead to their struggle for spheres of
'influehce in it, so as to adjoin it to the areas of their influence
from wbich they practice their dangerous gaﬁes in some collisions
of intérnational balénce. In order to probe the position of the
Middle East in the international order and its relation therewith,
we ahoﬁld geographically define the Middle East for analytic
purposés, and bring about the general features of its importance in
international politics.
The geégraphical area covered by the Middle East extends from the
Nile Vélley in Africa including Egypt, Sudan, Etheuopia, Eritria
and Liéya; and from Asia all the Arab Peninsula, and the fertile
cresceét; and Turkey, Greece, and Cyprus from Europe.
The Mi%dle Cast thua'appears as 'a plain plateau lying between
Africai Asia and Europe. The region ie characterized with the
followﬁng: |
.
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1) Ité location in the junction of the major continents of the

anciené world.

2) It; projection on the largest water area comprising the
Mediterranean the Black Sea, the Arabian Ocean, the Caspean
Se%. the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Gulf, Hermuz Strait, the
Ri%er Tigriss and the Euphrates, Jordan River Bab-elMandeb, the

Suéz :
Cagal, and the Straits of the Bosforus.

3) Vaétness of its area that secures depth for production,
digpersion of military basgs and diversity of agricultural
Acréps.
4) Abugdance of resources particularly oil where it containsg over
: twq‘third of the world oil resgerves.
5) Itéis a traverse bridge between land and both marine and air

paskages between the Far East and Europe. 1In other words, it

i @ne of the busiest areas of world services, and the richest

in broductioﬁ and manufacturing.
The res?arch of Middle East regional order's relation with the
interna%ional order is the core of this work. Based on the
interna?ional order's concept set on the norm and distribution of
world péwers, the Middle East cannot gualify as a central part in
power rélationshipe. In this measure however, from a more obtuse
angle, ﬁhe aignificaht value of the region to the international

order cén be explained by two regarde:
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Firsté

Since &he Middle East constitutes a eritical strategié area for

world powers, and because of its special characteristics of oil )
resour%es, itg relative preponderance to polars of the

internétional order shall increase with the possibility of forming

a homobenous regional unity called the Middle East market.

Second%
Though%the Middle East is outside the international power bloc,

i.e. oﬁtside the ‘international ordeyr, it is yet esgential for

interrélations between those powers. Such interrelations are
necessérily influenced by changes in the region and according to |
thé de@sity of their ties with it. Conflicts and duels of the «
Midd1e§ﬁnuf ragion poae a c¢hallanye Lu iuLernational

relatiéns management which thus has to find some solutions for,
them ;ﬁ it were to maintain steadfastness of the international
order. . If we add to this regard the fact that the MJddln Baat is
a laboratory for relations between the deprived and destitute
south, suffering the burden of indebtness begides the failure of
develoément plang, and between the rich north representing central

powers'bf international order, then care of the Middle East becomes

a requipite inposed by the national interest of rich countries
themael&es.

Due td its geographical and economic importance, the middle east
forms aﬁv;tal region to the international order. Probability of
rmiddle %aetern market remain outstanding despité the areas racial,

l
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sectarian, and intellectual conflicts. Such market would impact
the nature of relations between the region and international
order, as with such volume and capacity, it sure will entice
international participation.

The picture of future ties between the middle east and the new
international order, or the position of middle east region in
that order, will become clearer when we discuss these ties
through the new role of the United Nations. There are
underdevelopment problems, political and water conflicts,
proliferation of mass destruction weapons, all these cases

roughly tell the main features of the foreseen relation.
NEW ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS:

Our main objectives here is to explain two fundamental problems:
First : Trying to perfect a vision of a possible role for
the United Nations in world politics. The changes
that effected the world introduced a chain of new
pending problems require specific mechanical
thinking for their circumvention and solving, and
demanding the introduction or displaying of a
comprehensive picture of the actual prevailing

international relations.

Second : Finding the dialectic relations which connects
the middle east with the international order, and
displaying this regional 2zone as a pattern of
probing the UN ability to practice its required
role of being the suitable tool for administering

international relations and creating



il 1
PP U I I ol od 4

Y e A A emrp 3y

haay o0 x

- e ™

- 17 - '

the manners needed to maintain stability and

R il

steadfastness of the international order.

O i

The idea that struck manvy people about the possible new pvramidal

interngticnal organization in which the international government

R

would monopolize authority, must have been supported by the 1ideas
of previous scholars who studied the social vault of the states ¢
organization. [inding a global organization with authorities
'beyond%the national loyalties is strongly connected with the

concept of an international social vaul, but having states not

T et W My

persons at the ends this time.

The na%ure of complication featuring todays intevnaticnal
relatiéns,changes suspition about the continuation of the absolute
supremgcy neotion., This notion today seems as if it has exhausted
its spewific historic role whieh attempted to augment the ezistence
of the%states and their strenghtering. as the probability, that
any state today can attain its vital aims and benefitz without a
dense network of relations with other countries had faded,
therefqre, the prophecy that international relations should take a
central trend seems reaszonable, mainly because the opinions of
legizts calling and supporting the idea of international
organizations emergence argue that solutions for international
duels, no matter how inconsistent, can be found though legal
adaptation. Neverthless, the nature of the dominating international
order ig in fact the factor which controls the manner in which a
lJegal institution acte. Both international and regional

organizations arige by dedication of a political state of affairs.
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Their éolicy is confined within the frame of upkeeping the existing
situat?on by lawful methods without being able to create a new
intern&ional state of affairs. Such conservative nature of
international organization dees not nullify their central
importhnce in innovating suitable means and methods for a better
management of international relations.
The faét disclosed by the fall of the Soviet Union does not relate
to the ‘distribution of world powers, but to the nature of prevalent
international relations, and the ideclogical struggle which had
camoufilaged the reality of the international order does no more
exists%in its former shape. Competition in economical and technical
advancements has stepped to a significant position in
interndtional relations. However, the intensity of this
c0mpetition will necessarily determine the nature of relations
that weé expect ¢ watch at the beginning of next century.
In this courge, the denmze relation network which connects the
polars: of international order, and the economic nature of power
in the world today, and the tremendous technological developmentsz
that make influential a change in the type of production and
management in a certain location, and eventually influences the
rest of the order, , all presg towards finding a hiqgh
level of international cooperation, with guaranteeing pecuriky,
stability and spreading peace for the freedom of trade and
bartering. This opinion will look more reasonable when we imagine
the volume of possible joint intercsts in case of cooperation on

one hand, and on the other hand the volume of huge loss which shall
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be ta?tamount to the order's collapse in case collision,
especially when realising the capability of each party to inflict
damagé no others. However, the query that seeks an answer relates
to the relation of interntional order polars with other polltlcal
unlts in the world community.The huge volume of interests that
linkséthe polars of international order and fasten them together,
warnséthe danger of péssible negligence of other regions of the
world: Also adaptatlon necessities needed by each of the
1nternatlonal order polars for management of self internal affairs
may lQad to negligence of other world regions which suffer acute
stale@ates and sanguine struggles, and ag such it becomes
impos%ible to find solutions to these problems.

This s?ate of affairs reveal the new challenge before the
internhtional order, and clearly manifests the disparity problem
betwee} the north and south. If the world were destined to rule
with>sﬁch norm of thinking, humanity would suffer critical

difficplties that threatens extinction of human race.
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The préblem before the world require, for the smake of joint

[y

intere@ts of humanjity, international efforts. Top priority for the

international order is to know how and degign problem zsolving

3
-method% if trying to maintain survival and stabjility. Pollution, é
povertf » proliferation of masg destruction weapons , development, g
and epédemics are problems facing the whole world, and the
o internétional order Qill not be'able to achieve interests of its
i
polars%unlesa it deals meriously with thias cage.
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Technology has shortened geographical distances between countries,
while it set apart between classes ( casteism ). Since changes are
of international nature, they reguire tremendous international
efforts, it is this that renders the argument of new UN role
acceptaple and essential together.

The Midale East region therefore, occupies an important position in
the world ovder. Represented by a majoerity of third world
countriés, this region suffers serious and threatening problems.
Possessdon of vital resources for international civilization gives
the region an increasing importance., but there remain the guery
about hbw the region will be dealt with through the new role of
the UN in the world order.

No region of the world has gained the concern of the United Nations
since its establishments like the Middle East. The Palestine issue
was one of the first politial casusesz tackled by the UH, and the
generélfAssembly, Security Council, and a number of UN commission,
particularly the special political one, However, the attention of
the UN towards, the middle casbt was not limited to the palestine
igsue and its remifications , but also included cases of other
gtates and peopleg of the region. For example, an interrational
mandate system was formed for a group of Arab States before given
independence like Libya, Somalia and other issues of dispute
between Arab states and foreign countries like the foreign
intervention in Lebanen, the Freach aggression ayainst Tunisia, and

the Egyptian cause with Britian, also other forms of conflicts like

s b eI e & -
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the Iréq - Iran war and the recent Gulf war. Actually the task of
makingiinternational peace and security ( the reason for ON
establ;shment according to its charter), warding the world off war
calamiéiea, and solving conflicts peacefully 1is an egsential
missioﬁ for nation and peoples in order to enable them practice
their $asic tasks. The UN charter is a document greatly effected
by the%eventa seen by the 1930's era. It is based on the
experi&ent exercised by the allies during world war 1l1. The charter
had aséumed that the major allies won the war would be honest to
each oﬁhen in their capacity as Lrustees or the responsible, 1if
necessiry, for achieving peace. |

This agsumption was expressed by the consensus rule indicated 1In
the ch&rter and which is known for " Vito " or the right of
objection. It is incontestible that the deadly blow for the OUN
credibility and effectiveness wag represented by the curbs which
limif the feasibility of the Security Council as a regult of
permanent disputes between its permanent members of the super
powerg:. The obstacles that limit the Councilz ability to develop
and cooperate for discharging its mission of international peace
and zeccurity, were considered as negative attitudesz 1n

its caﬁacity as a political ovganization. The world which had to be
seen by the UN iy largely different from that which the charter was
made. Only two months after the meeting in San Franclzou, the
appcarance of nuclear weapon had heralded the occurence of radical
change in relations between the guper powers, and the management of

international affairs.
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The fast collapse of colonization had demanded the redrawing the i
map for a great part of the world deminated by a vast and new human
bloc that was forgotten by the charter and was not foreseen by the
originators thereof.

The inhrease of the world population, almost twice as much in
fourtyfyears, the technological revolution, and the ingreasing
correlﬁtion of nationsg, all represent revolutionary changes, and
the ligt of problems blows up increasingly year after another so
that no single state can achieve its objective independently no
mater how big it was. Non of these mattere woere envisaged or
obvious when the charter was formulated.

With tbese congideration in mind, and with the exigent facts of our
era in. regard, it seems that the guery is not only abeout whether
the UN would be able to save interntional security and peace, but
the query should be how that can be attainable . and would the OUN
be able to do it under the variable political circumstances ? If it
were unable, 1s there any other serious alternative ?

As regards to the first question, there is only one situation where
all governments look seriously to the UN as a political
inatitution, this is when there is a confrontation danger
threatening major nuclear powers, and warning outbreal of nuclear
war, ag happened during the middle east crisis in 197%. Thie leads
us to contemplate how can we make the UN capable of saving peace ?
Also prior to the investigation of specific ideas, it j8 worth

questioning whether it is possible in our current developnent :
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situagions expect from the member states to coexist with the
charters principles and ascend to its level. The UN charter
requires:

1 - That governments should not use military power in other than
joint.interest.

2 - That members should settle their disputes peacefully and
refrain from using or threatening the use of force.

3 - That the Organization should jointly take measures to
prevent causes which jeopardizes peace, and to prevent aggresgive
action,

4 - That the organization shouldn't interfere with the internal
affairs, that are exclusively a sovereignty prestige of any
government.

The Uthowever + played an important role in preventing the
outbreak of a nuclear confrontations . The Security Council has
introdﬁced a number of methods that alleviate and ¢ircumvent
acuteness of conflicts, as a Ppeace keeping instruments, offering
1ts good offices, reconciliation and other activities of siezing
apportunities , and facesaving methods that had helped governments

to change coursey of action and crisis into a legs violent and lesg
dangeraus trend.

The ON system lacks the basic authority and the major scurce of
effective pressure. As a regult, 2 number of other meanz were
introduced, but they do not relate to the collective peace

system empowered by the charter.
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This once again leads to the arguments that the effectiveness of
the UN system is determined by two factors:
The first being the general international attitude, i.e the shape
of internatiocnal relations particularly bhetween influencing units.
The second being the way by which the member states wish to avail
the possibilities created by the UN. The new role of the UN thus
encounters many challenges on the international level as well as in
the Middle east region, the most important of which being
1 - Termination of the cald war and international confrontation
have dhanged the pattern of international relations and transformed
it 1nﬁo cooperation and understanding between various parts of the
interrnational order with the possibility of marginalizing or
iénor;ng other areas. The UN thus will have to restore balance to
such thought and to concentrate on the unity of human interest.
2 - Intensive regional conflicts especially in the Third World
which were controlled to some extent by the patterns of prevalent
relations between the powers of international order, and for
his own reasons that shaped ecach conflict with its special
specifications both locally and regionally. This necessarily
requires active movement for setbtling varaible conflicts in hatrmony
with the international trend towards regotiations, and peaceful
gettlements so that the UN becomes the center of coordination and
management between the contradicting interests of international

politics.
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3 - Aggravating economic problems due to the shortage of
resources, collapse of the structure , population explosion,
shortage of food , and drought.
This imposes a new role on the UN by concentrating on the
reconnaissance of the South, on political development to activate
dialogue with the north, on removing obstacles before international
trade, and on producing plenty of alternatives for the
developmental role of the UN.
4 -~ The phenomenon of the flaring of wminor conflicts about
initiative inceptions ( ethnic, racial, sectarian, and religious )
during:the dissolving circumstances of major political entities (
like the Soviet union, Yugoslavia, and Africa ). This requires
special care for human rights and anchoring the democratic
movements as priorities of the new wmission of the Organizations .
5 - The revolution of accelerating change in management and
communications system, requiring the updating of the administrative
structure of the Organization, and mobilizatlon of itz human and
financial rezources accordingly.
Such developments lay on the UN shoulders the task of evolving
dialectics between North and South or between South snd South, and
of alleviating the burden of indebtedness which encumber the third
world, of contributing to the efforte of protécting the
environmment, combating addictions, prohibiting proliferation of

mazs degtiruction weapons, and restricting the armament race.
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All these challenges apply to the existing state of affairs in the
middle east. The UN will have to deal with these issues with more
care and seriousness . The argument that the legal international or
Domestic conditions, should not limit the UN effectiveness as a
legal international order, for the sake of achieving peace security
and welfare.
The experience of UN in dealing with middle east issues however,
doesnt seem satisfactory nor prompts that it will occupy a leading
position 1in managing international relations independently. This
becomes obvious bf examining the management of the Gulf c¢risis on
the one hand, and the Bosnia - Hertzgovania or the Somalian crisis
on. the other . However it was sucessful in dealing with the
Cambodian case . This matter denotes to basic patterns of
comtemporary world policy. They show that much of the UN
res and behaviours are principally controlled by
the interests and considerations of super powers rather
than those of international peace and security, resulting in many
suspiciopns about the right of interferring legally given
to the UN , and whether such right is aimed at resolving
disputes which threaten international peace and security, and
towards combating aggression, or whether it is a pretence seeking
legality to achieve super powers interests. The world is willing to
give the UN a larger role in confronting international c¢risis, and
to equip it with poliﬁical and economlc tools of sucess, if we want

to evade 1nevitable disasters.
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Such a change requires a new intellectual readiness as well as
a new perspective of reassessment, and a conscious awareness of
the facts that the ability of mankind to survive is greatly
dependent on the richness of man's imagination and his power of

creation and presentation .
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