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Alternative groups esbody & basic element of maodern
oliticel discourse, asz  such it hahoves wus to seek to  answer

Mrree  guestions rise, and function of  such

gl IRTwE=:

ot further understanding

ocio-political 2@ gquestions thus  addrescsed

= khat  are allerd

Why do they exist™ What is

e matur

CHONDrl se A

cociliations of like minded

focus an a single  issue,

ome of the groups have created

Mistoricel msaning, others have

mierored & s I unrest. These groups, which
ORE  CAn by the Arabic word, harakat, aricse out of a

s

“yoout change, or oovement, in society which existing

iy mod

oz able to do. The groups may

thie g as formal agroups, o they may

@ilther hecause they have not sought legal

acognition o because they prefer anonymity and clandestinity

re
o
f
<
A
]
-

sECalies

i

nay sesbk to undermine the state. Thus while some

associations wish Lo work within the system, others wish to work

without the gvstesnm and in opposition to ity which begs the

question, wWhy &l

N T ] o - . e — =’
eyrative groupssy

It iz one of the ironies of highly industrialized, modern




sorigties that as a political system attempis to respond to grog
5 h pr

and individual nesds hyr political strategies the positive
teelings of individuals for the collectivity decline, because

the public becomes anxiety ridden and uncertain. A paradox
€5 i high uwtility-high -anxiety. The more utilities a

government offers its population the greater the alienation,
itical apathy of that population, (Apter,1277,p. 35353

which is  faced with a heavier psychological laoad in  terms  of

astresa. The individwal, wrapped up in his increasing personal

1

I
a}
.

nproblems and highesr level of anxiety, begins to lose his sense
j = k] e

ouhlic responsibi

ity and concentrates on his personal'gains and

et

yin terms  of heightened individuality and hedonism, as

bell has pointed out. (Cultaral Contradichtions ot

A second parador arises as a conseguence of the theory of

countervailing | @rg. The basis of that theory is that in order

to win paolitical power a large coalition encaompassing  many
different interests must come into eristence ;3 but such a large
coalition may represent wvariowus competing interest groups
generating smaller groups which bleed off the gains of the larger
ones  as a means a$‘distributing public or collectively won
benefits. (Ibid. ,p. 357} It is true that the most successful
allignce is the one comprising the_least members, which mitigates
the +free rider effect. The smaller the number of allies the

greater the likelihood of their agreeing on a division of spoils.

N

hJ




Mevertheless at

Eoup o, o groups,  succeeds
gaing therasby oreating an

whichh b

the new sitouation.

The third parac

igion declines in  society

an anomie, or loss of moral

likely to manifest itselds

I+ an ideology does not

declines, and religion

apomig. Such paradoxes
esgrietis=s, that is,

z phanomenon that modernizing

ached the high level of

i to bthese paradoses,

parlier stages of development.

& the political process tries

their negative

the +irset parados;throough

sricous agling sayr bl o v the political process by meane of
arganized bodies w £ from the public, in  terms of

acoountabi ity

i obhtained. On the other bhand Theaodor

Lowl  has shown theat too many interest groups result in a society
that iz polarized and garochialized. (End of Liberalisﬁ,l?é@ }
Reprezentation and bhargzining among different groups attempts to
rremedy the 111 effects of the 5eggﬁd paradox while the'creatian

4

of a social idanlagy

i
&
-~
[z}
I
U

situation of homeostasis operates

the

tRird paradox.

—




On  the other hand soo2 socistiss which are not  highly
industrialized manifeat s;milar signs of malaise: alienation,
civic indidtarence , an elitist society, and return to religious
valugs,  The individual having lost a previous sense of security,
whether beoavse of urbanization, change inn the method of
production, a government indifferent to individual interests, or
any one of a number of other reasons deriving from socio-sconomic
\

changs, 1

2t odde  wilth =society. It is the wvery changes

Cipes

ating within society that render it unfamiliar  and alien,
difficult to cope with, stressful etc.,sspecially when the

comnonplace methods of self-help no lon apply because they

that create the

by new and unfamiliar

candition of high anxiety. Some sooilisties attempt to

the paradoxicel results of industrialisz

sorlieties which are unable to address the paradoses and which
censegueantly demonstrate a high degree of alisnation, elitism and
anomia’

When societies are totalitarian or repressive, the use of
force can keep the lid on public discontent for a period of Ltime,
the length of which is determined by the degree of repression,
the interests of the groups in power and the relative strength of
the opposition . In societias which are authoritarian but not
totalitarian , as in some third world countries and some  Arab

world countries, political parties, when they are allowed to

exist, attempt to solve some of these problems. But generally




Jhecause weak, particularistic and

gragative (Almond in Macridis and

-
s

and corporate groups have

baen weak in the &rab world for reasons having to

do with sooio-economic sbruchurs, organis

the overwhelming

= ot & 13 w1 bureaucracy  and, as in the case of

i al presence,etc., reasons which I

but the differences betwesn Arab

A good area in which to explore

wee note the rise of

o

in  the representation

WAL Sy [

witih like minded people. Such people

sbtrive o

by shesr force of numnbers,where

individual actorsy o by virtue of a

ciety,  they may detain some element of

i & para-military group such as the

Fhalange in bLsbanon, or moral such as the uwlama everywhere in the
‘ x

Musiim  world “ I

heen sald that poor people can xert

ive achion that the workin class
3 g

an agent. (Lane,1959,p.222) The <=ame

might be

i of all classes of socviety when society does not
orovide the mechanism that responds to  their needs. In such
sociegties demands are transmitted to the political structure by
informal  commanication

y  through personal  contact,or through

access to cligques, patron client relationships, or through the '

en




creation of alternative groups ratheec than  through political
parties , public interest groups, or corporate bodies . This is

not  to imply that alter;ative groups do not exist in all

societies, but to underline the fagt that in societies which do

rnot have formal , recognized, sf ctive institutions, some aroups

take over these {funchtions, and arvrogate the roles $illsd
} ="

pos
)
s

formal institubions to themselves.

timd

s
I
r+

i

While such asscocliations are oot corporations in the

b

Snss, some may, with tima, develop into bescoming corporate bodies

Toe recapitulate then, altsrnative associabtions arise hecause of

a ftelt social need in all =ocis

context  when other associations which are capahle

respondin

]

o fail to respond to such  ne

ool ation

even when they do exist,. In briedf when ths rnormal

within a society do neolt fulfil the desideratas of the majority  of

the members of that soci

41}

Ty, allernative gro

23
~
i

!
HH
fit

fod associations that o addres the noes

Within Arab vecocieties  such groups  have

saciety past or present has consistently fai

of the population, and has thus almoet institutionslized the

fi

resence of alternative OIS, That is to say  that while
i y

ingtitutions do exist, they are weak and so are bolstersd by

alternative groups which bring in elements of direct 1Dya1tiea

such as family, city, even tribe in some countries. & state of




- maem e = e e - — e a e s e me e

sl e in

w

e legads to no action, which leaves

the elite

villy  or when people try to

gradicate anomie, to

up  groups which seek to  end

Leration,

from the state change it or

overthrow it may therefors be confrontational

ratihiere

iational.
What 1s

It is not my

groups,  but  one

three main

. 2 which are set up by the state

appraval of the state, to act in a mediating

some  soclal  groups. In  that

I13]

[MENE

arny number of so-called syndircates

zations, those of doctors, lawyers, Jiudges,

e Thesze are often groups defined by

tal interests and are representative of  such

bhile these groups generally work within the system

some offshoects from among them may work against the system and in

favor of their own  vested interests. For wample the
gypt in the late seventies organized themselves to

keen  the piric

maat high and successfully manipulated the
market to their best advantage, in spite of government efforts to
prevent them. I'm Egypt and in Irag the syndicate of lawyers

attemptad {to mitigate the worst excesses of the regime under

~d




Sadat

and sven Saddam. T a

evert in authoritarian Ll e

strike,

second groups

e stats., '

confrontational ,  although

. {.. .

clandestine , and eit

bt rape

representational of such

a.

the military.

The army is probabl

in a modern state,  and

it would rank among the first

the body politic, or s

creating & powsr wamuum,  army

Graw

11l that vacuum through a coup or

Officers in Egypt, and similar

4

ete., are ezamples of such aliternative

i

will gather fogether people with o

political affiliations gg. members of

"

communists, liberals, but who all

shat e
a perceived nead for a change of gover
that

sense they form a deviant sub-cu

coming

together for a single issue.

&

urions sometimes Qo on

“

frequsntly

they may  be

— vy s gee g ) P TS SN, b, e ;o pod e
= sormstinllities Lowards

SISO
ESREL SN

Ther ey

ntagwlRiul-tN Tvoically
if+erant and
the Muslim brotherboods,
in common & single issua:
rmment and of  regimne. in

lture of atomisec groups

Once that goal is attained

™.



W

the coalitions of

sgrrate over time as
the front and displace the
thaem together for & limited

clues

its rivale then makes

in  the future to

consgquantly outlaws other

come o power. A repressive

control.

mirnd of such a group is  the

ritad a coalition of

-

Fatah and communists.

ii
-
I3

Muslim Brothers and  bhe

ive apparatus given

in Irag, when Arif

usea communis

then in turn s2liminated

third groups are inspired by sooic-economic as well  as
political ieperatives. The members of these groups can be further

irto  different categorises. Those which develop a

and those who do not zeak revolution. We

amine the groupings with a revolutionary approach.

a1 Among the first group as well as the second we would find

5. These orders, turug have existed from the

5

s
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early  days of Islam and continue to the pressnt, They form  an
entity , oane that is ‘obher’ than The orthodos religious

establishment , which @say  or

be in opposition o

orthodox but nosits  an obbailn
Ed =

salvation in the aftterlife, and bt ion of the soul  in

this Tife. Such orderas may =

=7

by registering themselves, or may oho

B

torm of government v

M M S
ML, L

Foundaed ostensibly

arise out of & zocio-polit

political ogoals. Frecuently + meroed and

revolubtianary social movesents o wi it ioal

meaning as  with the al-Murabitouny ot

Yy

vnrest, that may be defused by changing

Fepresslve regims, and i bhe form of

]

millenary movemsnts an sxamn

Gudan  in the 1%th century, oF Ll

ovar of the Grand Mosque in Mes

Ares some Slenents

[
ifi
i
-

a revolutionary means to atbtain i

in  common with the groups which ari

gqueaence of the
retreat or fallure of the state, BFut Tthere is a Fine 1line
dividing those groups from one  anocbher. For while the

revolutionary religious groups reprs

qt & coalition of

they are united in their ideclogy, and freguently in their aim,

which 1is a total change of society and the principles of

¢

1a




government, and nobt merely a changes of personnel and of regime.
Theay ot only put  into guestion  the wvery legitimacy of

gavernmant  hui  also the shared value system of their society.

The nple for suoch revolutionary groupings are the now
religlo i itions referrsd to as Jjamaat.

e recent appearance of Jamaat in the Arab world is a clear

ot an attempt to end the stste of anomie on the part

of groupns of individuals. A a movament this is comparable to

cultural protest sovemsnts which arase in the past

oo 1noweshrial /s

1lar socisties eg. the Chartists,

t et T i=s sgually clesr that these groups have
arizen  becauss  the ideclogy spread by the stete has not  taken

been rejectad, with a conseguent perception of a

in social morality and scocial sglidarity. The turn to a

iy, or an ideclogy thelt uses religious idiom, is

ing an alternative to alienation not only in
spiritual but aleo in social and political terms. This is not to
deny thalt there is not always a need among some individuals for
religious succour in the hest of times, bﬁt the phenomenon of the

rise 1r

the Arab world of new sufi groups, o of alternative
Sroups with  a religious dialogue i= symptomatic of a constant

malaise in the body politic, and of a search for a wéy to defuse

it SBpiritual values, a return to one’s roots, the notion of
turath,are all aspects of the same search for a valid ideology in

face of a changing society .

11
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The more extremish Jam:

a2t may

b
i

considered as groups who
reject the value svstem of their sogcishty and seek to impose a new
value system ; that beesed on a fundamentsiist interpretation  of

Ielam, showing & link with

v But since it is the v

system of a scoocisty that Ilegitimizes the monopoly of the uze of
force by the

state. (Johnson,

revoluftionary condition o Conssousntly when the etates 1z weak

and loses its

N

oeroive clout, the

caercive power of the state remair

St
i

Saudi Arebia, or should few shars bhe

coalitions then their bhid for power is  defsated. Howaver  in

Ielamic termes thers is an sxtra odi

the notion of legitimacy. Iv is ones

i

Habair, for a muslim to live under an

government, so

fi

while people may continue to shar

ue system of  their

society they might rise against a rulsr, or a government thalt is
regarded acs illegitimate.dnce the head of state is viewed as
illegitimate, he& becomes a miscreant,and it is  the duty of
Muslims to reject him, if they can. On the other hand discretion
being the better part of valor. orfr necessity making lawful what

is prohibited , as al-Ghazali said, might allow people to accept

a government viewed as illegitimate. The degree of acceptance or

Raps )
an

- R T U Uy R S




asuch a2

alisnation of the large m
readine tey  act in terms

grvernment

depends
ajority of

af violenoe,

on the

Thus the group

degree

the population and

of

which

azsassinated Sadat declared his rule to be illegitimate, which
made it ] ; 21 interpretation of events, to
bild Mim, o rather Him. The point of controversy
here would be over whebther the majority accepted such  an
interpretation i Irand or rejected it as  happened
in in the former case the actions of the ’
ey Tmgal while in the latter case the

i

the FMuslim

sanctioned groups or

groups  do not  respond to
socliety, religious bodies
political demands. Such

coercion of the state is

stiructural

worr Lot

institutions

i Latin

America

wWith

its

’

sgitimize political opposition is not

red

Foland and East Germany are European

in the

=]

the desiderata of

become the wvehi
events reveal

dependent on the

absence of other

sOMme
cle Ffor
that the

acceptance

resemblance to the actions

of

legally

elements

or when the legally sanctioned

in

xpressing

power

or

of

the

rejection of the majority,, and not only on the acceptance of the

ruler  and his government.

theory of society’ or the

Whether one accepts

the

‘coercion

‘value theory’ the bottom line is that

once  the value system of a polity is challenged by a coalition a

-

e i e N

e o

g



4

pre-revolutionary stages may be in the making, and the government
of that society had hest te the disequilibrium

in saciehby that ge sorial parsadigms.

Should the diseguiliberium led for long periods

deviants will combine Lo form a f ; 1 sub—culturs or

L.

moavemant {(Johnzon, 154840 . with  the  Moslim

Brothere in bobth Egvr

A

al-Dawa al-

Islamivya among the shii in
£Le

ampt made by a group

~d

]

1
A~y

the jamesat in Egyph, to

4 Mos L

oy gronns wounld comprise:

I— those who seek fto refors vt soolety of &

maral /Jethical nature;

Z-  thase who pursue an comomic o . political

nature;

I~3

I—  theose organized in respon

N I

4-  those organized round a

of primordial pluralismg

a9 o a combination of any  of

- Among the first group ws @ay include jemaat for a  purely
religious purpose, or sufi turug, who are invelved in  teaching
muslims  the moral imperaltives of [slam; they offer religious
guidance and a haven for those torn by conflicting social

stresses, and those in m=ntal anguish arising from personal

problems or from a society that has lost its coohesiveness with




Hl_ﬂ/ wishes ti

thar  the more formal orthodox establishment doess, and supply a

cocoon For those who need 1t, or seesk it.
e The second group invelving thoss with economic/political

may include associations formed for an ad hoc immediste

But whioch are s endemic as to form a hasic element in

of psople. These asscciations arise

ig & constant social neesd, one that springs

from the very foundation of that scciety. Such groupings are of
an informal anaturs, but thsy are constantly there with a2 changing

constant social response to a perennial

are those st up among somen forming  a

CRrmona Gl

Women  ssldom get small locans from  banks,

sspecially when they possess no colliateral. Consequently when a
3 oobhtalin & sum of money she =sets up a Jjamiyya - &

5 and loan association for a one-shot deal. She gets

Local savin

h,:
[t}
/

1

together with & group of her friends, and each pergom'contributes
the same amount of money into a kitty, which every month rotates
to & different member of the group. It is & simple method of
raising money when it is needed, and paying it off every month,
or saving a small sum every month and receiving a lump sum at the
end of an agreed upon period. A jamiyya_is & purely economic
transaction but one which benefite its members, who may or may

not be friends, which cuts across class lines, and gender lines,

for men will often join such groupings when they cannot borrow




money by some other AlME

Women will

organi e

to combat a sncial trend

or to o

action which they {favor. For

erxample  a number

arganizationg pushed for changes  in

the 1aws Lo i e the condition of women in

ware on a  wvoluntary  and

issue publicity in

the newspape i1t Fatin Hamama's Uridu hallan,
and in soci . bihile the results of such actions are

long  tarm

ally develcp into legal

changes such as the Leois

i Egypt in 1RBO. Changes

o —~— U S T - b PPV |
ot @ 1MLl A EIing

tor by organtzations of women

in the Sudan, H

ot

similar organizations are at

wark in most obthser Srab oowunt though their outcoms may not

vatlt he ol

A T ther

from the economic 1ife of

Egypt where & new bourg

an apen-door policy that

eventually

in the mid-seventies. The new
bourgeoisie, which made its money from working in oil-rich Arab
countries and remitted its incoms té Eg?pt, affectively lobbied
tor a changs in the sconomio direction of the government. That
change was aleo influsnced by & number of external factors into
which we need not gb hers, but the new bourgeogisie certainly had
a hand in installing an open door pelicy in the country. The

same might be said of the pressures within Syria which allowad

P LT




tor a greater participation of the private sector in industry and

commearca.,

tor an ad hoc purpose, in response to a

crisis  that is noht of immediate personal or political interest

such az preventing government from embarking on a project, or
trying to force it to carry out a project.
During the HSadat regime there was a project to turn the areas

cound the pyreamids into a Disnsvyland. The area was sold for &

pittance to a Japaness company that was teo sub-divide it into

lots, build lakes,golf couwrses, landscaps it and =ell it back to
the Egyptians at & hefiy profit to the companv. Not oanly  was

ral projech a2 means of expleiting the Egyptians by a foreign
company,  but  worse, it would have ruined the ecology of  the
reglion, wundermined the structusral safety of the pyramids and
destraoyed the archasclogical remains that lie under what is  an
anclient and major necropolis. A woman, Mimst Fuad, cognizant of
tLhe dangers such a project represented |, rallied the women of the
Cairo Women's Club, who carried out a widespread campaign among
their friends and relations and the public of both sexes at large
against the project. The outcry and outrage that resulted was so
successtul  that the entire project was Scrappéd. Once their
migsion had been accomplished the group disbanded, but remained
as an example of what the ordinary citizen can acecomplish through
organization into an alternative group when a need is perceived.

It i

u

not inconceivable that similar groups will rcontinue tao

17




to op L ting up nuclear

reactors which is o cing with oppesition among some parts of the

Egyptian population o The tiomr to Mumeiri s Islamization

decress an

elan may  well have

bean  ons iz overthrow. The

HUCCESS O a first step towards

integrating  them within a polit

twy @ @vin to the group

Y The successful achievement

YoM DT OLD 2140

o other groups in the wings  that

4= Groups bhased  on @

crimoardial pluralism  such  as

a stronger

bond in

an rample we

regime,  the FPhalange |

ia in Saudi Grabla,etc.

may simply be vague

groupings which strongest when their

intergsts are threatened o

to ke threatensed, as with
the Copts in Egypt.

Generally such groups organize themselves as pressure groups
within the state, and normally mediate or negotiate with the
state, but carried to an sxtreme , they may 'disregard the
interests of other groups in the body politic and end by

destroying the state as is the cvass in Lebanon, where a decade

18




of civil war, has pitted sthnic and religious groupns against each

other in a senseless massacre.  While Lebanon is the only case of

coved by communal strife, other drab  states

4

show  communal  divisions between shii and sunni, as  in Irvag,

T

hough these divisions have been temporerily papered over by

the war with Iran, and obther areas of the Gulf.

Faoplse may come tageiher informally when they form part of

the same social set - a condition that has been  dubbed the

though that made 1t a uniguely Egyptian phenomencon.

natwrally choose allies or partners among their friends,

il with whom they have primary, face to face contact.
FPolitics partiss  In Egypt =g. The dafd or the Ahrar, weres

st ar by graoups of Friends, who shared common political
interests and a common cullook reflecting class and education, as
ware  other groups in the rest of the Arab world and  anvwhere

=lss, Mot all meabers of bthe samne social set are involved in the

Lame  ygroups, i

—y

fact twe brothers may choose to  join opposing
groups. Mambars of the same school , the same faculty, the same

graduating class may also form groups, as was the case with the

1H

ofticers who carried out coups d stat in the Arab world. But
then the old bay network, or the old school tie as well as family
linkages providing emplovment for family membgrs is not limited
to the Arab world. Ehgligh gsonciaty has long established them as

an informal institution.

Family linkages are strong in the Middle East, and
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it is as old as the hills,’ and exists in all countries not merely
the drab world.

Coalitions oreated for an ad hoo purpose may have the

ihility or rather the capability of twning into permanent
or tormal associations. For example recently in Egypt a group of

womer intellectuels created an association to disseminate information

abowt  women  and  subjects of  interest to  women. The women
invol ved cams from a number of professions, some were docltors,
lawvers, writers, artists, eto. the common bond betwesn  them

being their sex and their views on what women nesded and

ol
be able to acquire. Such a&n asscciation could easily have besn

turned inte a lobby, and unfortunately that is how the government

viawed it when it refused to grant it permission to zeb up az  a
recognized association. The state seemed to fear the coming

together of like-minded women in a more public place than in the
zalons  of their own homes, st an earlier age a2 zimilar

arganirzation, the Huslim bWomen’ s Association had indeed bescomne an

]

auxiliary to the Muslim Brethren, arnd may have served

= a

fi

warning to the government to beware of women’'s associations.

Other coalitions could have twned into more permanent pressure
groups, social, economic or political. Some of them could even
turn  into corporate bedies, and here I would disagree with the
belief that Egypt is an unincorporated society, because organized
bodies have always been weak and unimportant, or, because Egypt is

neither Ruropean nor catholic, when the real motive behind
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corporatio is sducstion, soonomy & on bhs contrary 1
heliseve  that  such g tioar sted in  the past were
ard  important, I+ we go back to  the 18th
cantury e how mf the ulama was, and how
the  role of  fthe esufi  orders wveEn more powerful. The
iries conclusion to from  that example 1s  that
corporat dor i the axlistence when the
central power is weal in the Loth centuwy, and in Lebanan,
wher g al powsr ha 5 weal, Egypt at the moment
My vy Dult the organizations that have
recently v L L ~tant, fthe {trade
DEcoming ircorporated
yther associations hawvs
successor  to  follow
within 1 {oh reveal how important he
thought & iy shiould be defused and
esimilar dewviant discouraged, One may look upon the
rECE i of partiss 1n BEgypt as a means  of
defusing the or s it groups,  one may also see
Asasad s invitabtion slim Brethren in exile to return
to the homeland an atteapt to defuse, or to cure,
+national division.
Coaliticns or Will arise from within
any lot of like whatever reason they deem
important erough  to bring them  togsther. Some bhecome more
permanent political coalitions, ewbrvonic pelitical parties in
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fact, soms became tradel organizations,

o

that

is how trade

unions came into existence, seome remain indormal but continus as

a  means of recruiting and atirachting supporters

for office. Whatever the reason may be,
£ »

o political parties, or weabk ones,  and

i

[}

and

candidates

snrieties which hawvs

which
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Tittle o no

ettective institutions, svuch coalitions play a far morse important

rale  than  they do in societi

may  well be that sociebty will always

entation, particiy

process, any means which supply fesdback

Fulers in an arderly and institutionalice
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nimimize the central role that altaernative
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