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betwveen the two countries and enhance, in gencral, the cooperation :
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STUUATION 1N T1E BALKAI. ¢ ’.:'nrn-‘s ATTER ";r YPKUS CRISTS

Tt ig a fact that the Cyprus crisis is by no means over and
it is also a fact that this crisis ds well as the island of Cyprus,

-

itself, _concerns v:ta]‘v the B&Lkan COJnt 3ES.

-+

This concern, this vital eoncern, is due mainly to two

fastors: P

Firtt: the ititernationsl status of Zyprus, which cceupies a
very important strategic position, especially within the context of

actual sensitive interpational balance;

Second; more specifically, the growing possibility that two
Balkan countries which are parties to the Cyprus dispute, may he

drrgred inte an unfortunate armed confiict against one another,

lhl! %_n' y./ R .
Tu;xlrh RS 3&afbp ration 1a Cyprus has prevented ENOSIS, the

annexation of the Island to Greece and althouph relations have been
extrems=ly st*a:nea a Turkish-Greek armed conflict has not taken

rlace,

“One major result of the Turkish intervention has been the
toppling over of the Junta Reoxme in Greece and its replacement vy
lv( sy . ’
a democratic government., Itswes dgwed that & wmore realistic appreach

by the rew democratic government in Creece, to the problem of Cyprus

‘will facilitate a just and permanent soluticn of this problem,

This, in tum, would bring about an ameliosraticn cf the relations

and gocdwill in the Palkans.

It is very unfortunate that this hope hes not been real

~until today and it will be an illusion to thinw that its realizatien

will be ecasy.

The main stumbling block to 3 parmanent and just solutiern,

from the Turkish point of view is this: Greeks he ave, up to now,

chesen to “internaticnalize" the probiem, rather chan seeking a

solution through direct negotiations with the Turks.
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At the bepinning Creece hds demmeded an intervention by the
IATO. When this intervention was not feithcoming, shic has decidad

to withdrav from the military orpanization of WATO,

Crecks have then, attempted to "drag" the problem to an inter-
national level and have tried very hard to bringabout a United tations

reésolution in this direction.

It is indeed difficult to think that such attempts are either

realistic or useful.

First, to drag the Cyprus issue - and the Island itself -
into the NATO orbit, was a provocative attempt. It was quite natural
that Balkan countries, the Soviet Union and Arsb countries would
react strongly to such an attempt. These countries would quite
understandably like to have Cyprus remain independent and free from

NATO influence as well as NATQO bases.

" As for the internationalization of the problem; it is only

tooc obvious that to internationalize the question, to make it an

international issue would introduce various conflicting intercsts

into the question. This would make the problem, more compiicated
and insoluble, e o ¢
' Seem in Yo
Unfortunately, Greeks fhave resorted to anothe: da1gerous and

futile tactic.
7

ervhodys—ingluding= the—GTeékﬂgzmnuu;&En#r1xﬁﬂn:emﬁbyfth1S
cégggf@haﬁ it is a mistake, a=daiigerous=mimtake, to try to bringabout
outside pressures on Turkey, in-ondor=to<imnaseithemSwildl.

Greeks have succeeded in bringing about such pressures. The
US Conpress, under the influence of the Greek Lobby in that count Xy
has decided to put an embargo on ﬂllltary aid to Turkey and has not

changed this decision despite the efforts of the US Government.

Greeks put too much hope in thesc outside pressures. Thay
thought Turkey would give in as a result of these pressure and
therefore, at first they slowed down and then, completely cut off

negotiations. But just the opposite has happened. Turks are indeed

very keen on their national honour and it has become a matter of

national honour not to give in to the threats of military aid

" embargo.
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~ these, is a bi-regionai federal system.

There has been an immense reaction to thess prassurcs and
threats in Turkev, anéntﬁﬁﬂmJeﬁx¢¥@¥ﬂa>1&ﬂuxﬂrqﬁr?amt,ar skgeana, This
was indeed the main factor in the announcement of the Federated Turkish

State. without waiting the wesult of the neeotiations.

For the safeguurd of the security ofethewgecurity of Ralkans
and of the whole region, Tt is irperative that the two countries

Turkey and Greece, reach an internationally acceptable agreement.

There are two esseatial conditions for such a solution.
First, the Island should romain independent as before. Second, th:re
should be a new order on the Island, which would enable the two ethpic
groups, the Turks and the Cxepks, to 1ive in peace and seuurlty

without the nece551ty of further outside interventions

It should be made cuite clear that Turkey does not wént any
changes in the international status of the Republic of Cyprus. Also
it should be understood that Turkey does not desire the partition of
the Island. She is against the idea of one comnunity dominating the
other. She is willing to seek, together with Creece, and the two
communities on the Island, a lasting and just solutién which weuld
take into account, the past experiences respecting the rights of each
community, permitting them to iive in peace and harmony. Turkey

believes that the only permanent and just solution which offers all

It may be said that, in principle, the viewe of the Balkac

is in the same parallel as thos: of Turkey.

countries excops
Fufthermore, the Balkan countries accept the existence of two commu=-

nities with equal rights in Cyprus.

The dlfferences of opinion lie mostly on the question of the
recognition of the M: akarios Covernment and the mode of solution of

the problem,

Balkan countries rccognize the Makarios Government as the
only 1ega17government of Crprus. Turkey, however, considers Makarios
administration, which has “iolated the censtituticnal orxder in Cyprus
from the <=y beginning, c1ly as the representative of the Creek

community,



Although the Federation is acceptad in principle by the Balkan
countries, they belicve that LhL form of federbtlon has to he deu*aed
jointly upon by the two CO”mUﬂlt}ES, by their cwn free will and without

any foreign intervention.

Romania and Yugoslavia have heen concerned with the possibility
that 2 further complication in Cyprus, might lead the super powers to
intervene directly in Cyprus, thus creating the possibility of Soviat

Russia demanding passage rights from their territories.

But one must point out here that Turkey, by insisting on the
independence of Cyprus, by opposing both ENOSIS and partition has,
in fact, prevented the direct intervention of the super powers in the

problem.

Furthermore, Pomania might have been concerned that Soviet
Union may use the Cyprus problem as a preftext, in order to push for
"closer" cooperation between the Warsaw Pact countries. ' 'The Rumanian

Foreigrn Minister, in his visit to Ankara EHYEIRLS, has confirmed

“his concern that the prolengation of the crisis night bring about

such results and ststing that the Problem has inevitably become an

international preblem.

He has, therefore, suggested between the concerned parties
and the Balkan countries to permit an exchange of views in ordar to

prevent the intervention of outside powers into matter,

Turkey has always believed that the problem should bz golvern
by direct negotiations between the dlrectly concerned parties and has
not’ accep*ﬁd the Pymanian proposal, According to the Turkish pcint
of view to discuss the matter between the Balkan countries will further
cemplicate the problem and will prepare the ground for undesirable

outside interventions.
In Conelusion!

Cyprus will surely become a new trouble spol =~ a new threat -
to peace in Eastern Mediterranearn, if this problem infringes upor
the détente between the super powers and push them into a new

confrontation.
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This surely is of vital interest to Warsaw Pact countries who
are under the influence of the Soviet Union. Turkish Governrernts
have been extiremely careful to prevent such a confrontation. On the
very first day of Turkish military operaticns in Cyprus, the Turkish
Prime Minister of that time, Bulent cevit, stated openly that e~cl
step taken "will not endanger the détente, but would strengthen® it.
His successors have also shown the same concern znd sensitivity., 1t
is because of this concern that Turkey refrained from occupying the
whole Island, though she had the means and opportunity to do so.
Turkey stopped at a point where she could guarantee the security, of

the Turkish community and also prevent ENOSIS.

In fact, this is Turkey's aim; to prevent the realization of
the ENOSIS, the megalo idea which some peopls in Greece an: Cyp-us '
do not find necessary to hide. And also to bring about a permanent
order on the Island which +o0uld make impossible persecutions suffered.

by the Turks since 1960's,

Turkey believes firmly that the just and realistic way of
achieving these aims, is tne establishment of a. geogravhical felera=-
tion within an incependent and non aligned Republic of Cyprus. This

is what Turkey warts.

Some péople doubt the sincerity of this desire and think
that Turkey's ultimate aim is to achieve the partition of the Island.
This is an unfoundad allegation. 7
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The main reason for international sensitivity ond concern
over Cyprus arises from the strategic impertance of thz Island. The
strategic importarce of Cyprus concerns Turkey more directly then
any other country, because the Island lies some 40 miles off her
shores. It would be equally dangerous for Turkey, if the whole or
a part of it were to be arnexed to Greece. Greek Prime Minister Alr
Karamanlis has admitted that Greece has now been igFEwe®hy fortifying
the Dodacanese Islandsawhich surround the Westerr approaches of ,
Turkey. Greek prasence on Cyprus would complete the encirclement of
Turkey and provide a jumping pcint for Gresks. Turkey is, therefore,
against both ENGSIS and "partition” which would mean the presence of

Greek arms and fcyeces on the Island.
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Turkey and Greece, despite all the bad memovies and strifes
of the past are two couniries which are forced by fate to live sids
by side, hopefully in peace and friendship. It is beacause of this,

that after each conflict, they have signed pazts of friendship. It

is not too late to reach a permanent and just solution on the Cyprus
problem and on the prcblem of Aegean Sea, which has equally, if not
more important. 1t is also yet not too late to establish Turkish-
Greek frendship eon more realistic foundaticns, But, it is vitclly
important that Greecks refrain from committing their past errors, and
especially the error of bringing dangerous cutside pressures to play.

The only way lies in direct nmegotiations between the two communities.

It is quite pdssible that during the process, events will
make Turkey and Creece less dependent on NATO and possibly lead thom
into new friendships and new treaties. This dggéd/be a desirable
development, both from the point of view of the interests of the two
countries and also from the point of view of the balance of powzr in

the Fastern Mediterranean.

It is debatable that polarization in two camps, thc NATO and
the Warsaw Tacts, has always served the pezce and security of the
region. WNew treaties and friendships in the region may possibly put
an end to this rigid polarization and thus enhance the pesce and

security in the Balkans.

April, 1975,
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