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Remarks by Jean Siotis on Udo Steinbacn’s Report

} on Cyorus
Conference in Rome, 2-26 April 1275, organized

by the Istituto Affari Internazicnali

1. I have been asked o respond to Dr. STeintach's report but
in faect I would rather comment.on it to the extent that there is

little to criticize in his text and there much with which I agree.

b

iy comments will therefore aim at filling in some gaps rather than

‘ericizing: Dr. Steinbach's' views.

2. Trhe major lacuna¥ in his paper is that neither Cypruz nor.

. L the . . C L. .
its people occupy & place ‘that they should. The wnole 1s3u2 is

presented as a Greek-Turkish problem forgetting thet the peopie

- ' . - OJ‘\l -
of Cyprus, be they Greeks or Turks 1n ethnic origin a2:d ftnosa
. ty
particularly concernad. Although tnere 1is no doubt that there

is an Ankara-AThens dimension of the problem, it 'is not, in our
, ? ’ .

-

view, the nmost inportaent cne. I do nobt believe that Dr. Steinkach

"has fallen victim ¢f the tendency tc forget the Cypriot people

thich is so orevalent in many government circles but his paper, "é&s
! ., govern paper,

it stands, may give this impression. I would therefcre like to
put forward the. following propositions conecerning Cyprus, . its

24e1s.

®

people and its 1
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to found any prospects for the future on the assumpt

o

a) Ho mattzr what envone thinks about Makarios, he is the

c¢f the Republic cf Cybrus. To that extent, he is therniy rieal
'interlocuteur! in any negotiations concerning the future of the
Republic, Hr. Clerides_is'a §ery'able and intelligent maﬁ, but
is political constituency in Cyprus does not go ery far. He

can be a useful negotliator both because of his talents &n constitu-

W /l‘,{: :‘./"./) .
tional prs¥¥ssy, but his value as a negotiatopr goes as far as the

Y

support given to him by Prasident Makarios. Relations betwesen

the two men are indeed very complex but it would be sheer illusion

i

on that

—

ir. Clerides can ever replace ilakarios as a spokesman for the

L) This?

%
\

interestdin the future of peace in the Eastawn

terranean should by no msans underestimate the rate at which the

Crezk Cypriots are becoming radicalized in the face of thz continued

’.Aa

" Turkish military presence. The practical forms of acticn that this

radicallization is likely to take in the future is difficultT to fore-

cast but guerrilla warfare 1s not an uniikely possibility. = The
paraliel between the fate of the Palestinians and that of the Greek
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is very much present in the latter's mind.
c) Thre U.N. is not at all irrelevant in relation to Cyprus

3

and some attention should be paid both to its present and potential
D

= . : . . bresent . . s

future action. Any solution to the ,&risis will have to be formal-
. W oW ¢ b >

ized at thne U.N, levzl. It waLidy be a serious mistake to try to

bypass the nagotiating framewerk established by the Security Council
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Resclution in March 1375.

3) As far as Turkey is concerned, 1 thEnk that Dr. Steinbach
e

"has over-stated the tendency towards islamization. At least

the major political party, the People's Republican Party and it
. : s

leader, Mr. Ecevit, are firmly committed to the process of &3
Europeanization of Turkey. I believe that this must be recog-

nized as an important factor in Turkish politics and we should
not over-esstimate the reactionary trends crystallized aroungd the
} ‘ ‘ o .
Lo ¢ . ) : . . _
katlonal salvation Eﬁrty and some sectorg or the justlce @arty.

The real problem in Turkey is not so much islamization but the

weakness of civilian control over the military.  In spite of

~:statements to the contrary by Turkish political leaders, no

serious observer can deny that much of what has Haomex xd since
: . V . V v e . . .
last summer 4s the result of/welghty presence of the milltary

in the higher echelons of government.

4) Aé far aé Greece 1is conéernéd, I would say the following:=-
< ; a) The situation may bé gualified as fluid'but certainly
not as unstable. Dr. S*e'r:acn s statement concer11ng instabi-
Clity 1is %zge&y exaggerated. e hgcent electlona betwagn

. )

- . . . . . s . 22
SEptember 1374, and March 1275, have snown‘tnat more than A0%
of the electorate suypporis the po litical forces which are basic

modarate, on either side of the @entre.  Even Mr. Papandreou's

recent evolution indicates that he is responding as a rasponsib

parliaméntary leader to the demands of the Greek pesople for stabi-

lity and orderly desvelopment *towards a full-fledged demncratic

system, Howevar, all of this may change 1f the present situats
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The feelings of frustration and exasperation in
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urkish policies and Western apathy
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and what official statements may say, the situatio

radicalization.
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the direction of a rapidly stepped—up

With the excepticn of very few 1ﬂd1v1dua1€, and I stress

w\g;&qu wd wy

"individuals', no//}ganlzed group in Creece believes that
& ! T L .
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worad
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Gresce should make anj/conoe5851ons. Three ssions have

major conce
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een made since last October. These are:- Cyprus and
dfl«c‘-; we ] . ‘ ' ‘
Groacefl sistgd on a troop withdrawal be fore neéotiating on the

Cyprus and Greece

+h

constitutional status of the Renublic
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accept the resumption of inter-communal talks without a
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ngle ref ugee regurn*no to his home’and
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ederatlion was accapted in the
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eazrly ir February. These are perceived as major concessions

for wnich nothing was obtained in return.

¢) The determination re-evaluate our relations with the

is very real indeed. It may have taken some time for the

nments to formulate a real policy in this fieid but the Prime

Minister seems determined to move rapidly in this dirsction.

‘0n the above points as h@}l as on Greece's comnitment to

Government ‘has the support of the major opposition

'
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7, the Centre Unlon, there are certainly dxfzerences

. . -

implamentation of these pollcles but tne basic assumptions on which

rest are shared by th great majority of (reece's political

. . . . . ‘ X
leaders, -
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5) Iin this framework, Burops's chances are very real'indaed)
‘ vy
especially if present forecasts concerning{Turkish electiens and
s fets - o
the wvictor y f the People's Republic Party proveu to bz correct.

The fact that most European countV1es do ﬂoE+Have a nollcy vis—&-
A ' e,

. '3

vis Cyrrus is not an obs *acxe,~‘1t should/be considered as an

opportunity for Europe as a whole to formulate such a policy.

If the Mine each had divergent views it would have been impcssible

to elaborate a common policy. This not being the case, Zurope
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nas a unique chance to pursue its efforts undertaken last Augu

6) Finaliy, I wculd like to avail myself of this opportunity o

‘)

foe

react to the comnents just made by our colleague, Mr. Ipzhke:

)

n

a) I am pa t1cu1arly happy to note (paﬁe 3 of hils comnont:
that Mr. Ipekci does not exclude any particular form ofvzewzraohic

federation in Cyoprus and he dJdoes not consider that the azuentance

of a i; nal solution is a conditio sine gua no,of any nzzotiavions

us, This 1is indee

concerning the future of Cypr T d a serious differ-
. . R ‘

ence in regard to;of: cial Turxish Government position wihich seenms

to reject an/ idea of Lvantonc solution.  Mr., Ipekei's forpulaticn

on page 3 could be accepted by me without much hesitation.

5} -1 would also like to draw his attention to the Ffact that
P . P I T - . ’ > - .
reat (reek ideology” has b2en receding for a long time ang partlc

: ‘-
ulerliy following the adventures of last summer no Oreek in = prooer

sers< would still claim the union of Cyprus with Greece.  FHowaver,

L‘J

1f the present situation of toral insecurity for the Greeck Cypriot
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Cyorus issue. Th

. . - . . .o .
porulation continues, 1 de tely sce the revival of the anosis

&

ideology as the only nossiblie solution for protecting physically

he Greek Cypriots. That i3 why I believe that a bizonal fe

ation will lead teo partition within six months at the most.

o) 1 would also like to explain why the (Greek Cypricts and

‘Greece are pressing so hard for an internationalization cf thne

(=
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weaker a party in a conflict is the more

it loocks to the U.N. and other international fori for "protiection

arnd legitimization of its claims. This is definitely the cass
for the Greek side in the conflict. Any bilateral 'téte-a~-téte'’

o
T

with Turkey can only prbve to be disastrous for the Greeks
leagt for the time be%ng hecause of fhe éver@hélming’muliilatﬁral
strength éfthe Turkisn side. Greece 1is féarming and & '1é
téte‘ may belbossible when some form of eQuilibrium is aztablished

between the two parties.
d) My hope is that some kind of solution will be found before

B

we rezacih thz stage of massive rearmament on both sides and this .

-

car. only ba done within the multilateral framework of the U.i.
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