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MOROCCO / SECURITY

by Issandr El Anrani’

The am of this research paper is to present a narative for the reationship of the
security sector (broadly defined) with Morocco’s ongoing political transformetion.

Many Arab dtates have evolved in the post-colonid period into security states -- that is,
daes where the primacy of the security sector, notably in mantaining regime sability,
trumps the role played by political actors such as parties, eected officids, or gppointed
technocrats and senior civil servants. Morocco largely fits this modd, with senior
officdas and royad advisars widdy recognized as influentid political players have often
Spent a career in the security services.

From military drongmen such as Generd Mohammed Oufkir in the early 1970s,
Gengd Ahmed Dlimi from the mid-1970s to the early 1980s and Genera Hosni
Bendimane snce the early 1980s, to security sector cvil sarvants haling from the
Minigry of Interior such as former Prime Minister Driss Basii or current Prime Minister
Driss Jetou, personnd from the security sector has and continues to play a pivotd
politica rolein Morocco.

Despite an officid narrative that pits King Muhammad VI has a reformigt in contragt to
the late Hassan 1, eight years into his rule there has been little change to the practice of
Satecraft, which remains in the hands of a few persons loyd to the monarch. Norn+
security sector political actors, while they have gained new importance since Hassan |l
began to implement limited politicd reform in the 1990s, remain largey congrained by
“red lines’ imposed by the security sector and in practice must negotiate with it.
Political groups that wish to operate outsde of this framework, such as the Idamist
movement d-Ad wa lhsan, face severe limitations on ther fidd of action and periodic
security crackdowns.

As dsawhere in the region, post-9/11 globa concerns about terrorism have aso played
a mgor role in redefining the Moroccan security sector’'s outlook. Morocco has been
fingered as a mgor origin country for a-Qaeda effilialed Idamist terrorits, most
notably in the Madrid train bombings of 11 March 2004, but aso generdly among the
“Afghan Arabs” One reason for this is the Moroccan security sector’'s support (within
the scope of wider US and Saudi backing for Afghan mujahideen) for anti-Soviet
Idamist groups during the Cold War.

In the aftermath of the 16 May 2003 Casablanca bombings, the Moroccan security
sarvices reversed what had appeared like a retrest from the public sphere and launched a
wide-ranging crackdown on Idamist groups, aresting hundreds of aleged terrorists and
earning the rebuke of loca and internationd human rights groups that beieved many of
the arrests were unwarranted. The Casablanca attacks also changed the public discourse

" Independent journalist and political analyst.

© Istituto Affari Internazionali 2



|Al10722

about the role of the security sector, with many observers noting what was dubbed a
“Tunisan tendency” among the security services -- a reference to the zero-tolerance
policy towards dissidents (notably Idamists) adopted by the Ben Ali regime in Tunisa

Close collaboration between the Moroccan security services and Western ones --
notably those of France, Spain and the United States -- has aso introduced a new
problematic. Under the adminigtration of US President George W. Bush, Morocco has
frequently been dngled out as an example of an Arab country that was engaging in
podtive political reform. On the other hand, the same administration has collaborated
cdosdy with Morocco, making it a key country in the “rendition” program to extradite
and interrogate (often through the use of torture) suspected members of d-Qaeda.

Of paticular interest in Morocco's case is that the revivd of a criticad role for the
security sector in the aftermath of the Casablanca bombings coincided with the first
attempt to address past human right abuses by the security sector in any Arab country:
the Instance d’'Equite et de Reconciliation (IER). The IER, headed by former leftist
dissdent Driss Benzekri (who spent 17 years in prison under Hassan 1l) was tasked with
accounting incidents of kidngppings, torture and other human rights abuses by the
security services under the reign of Hassan I, most notably the period known as les
années de plomb (the year of lead). Although the IER represented a mgjor step towards
ending impunity for the illega actions of the security sector, many observers have noted
that it was a flawed process that did not sufficiently address the issue of key security
sector personnel taking responsibility for past incidents.

Severd important aspects of Morocco's security  sector will be excluded from
examination in this research paper. The question of Morocco's tense reationship with
Algeria, with the Polisario and the Western Sahard's future status will not be broached
in depth, dthough recent attempts by the Moroccan government to depict Sahrawi
irredentists as Idamist radicas will be touched upon. These were excluded for both
reasons of brevity and because of the difficulty obtaining relidble primary materid from
military sources.

This ressarch peper will  will drawv in interview with primary sources including
government officids, human rights activigs, politicd actors, members of the IER as
well as as media, NGO and academic sources.

Pat of the reason for looking a a the relationship between security sector and the issue
of politicd trandtion is because of the contradictory pressures countries such as
Morocco have been exposed to (as explained in part two of the IAI/UIl security sector
concept paper): there has been increased pressure to pursue democratization since the
end of the Cold War and, a least between 2003 and 2005, due to the Bush
adminigration’'s “Forward Strategy of Freedom.” But initid efforts focusng on
electora reform and monitoring have proved disgppointing: electora autocracies have
been largely able to saidfy demands for dections while continuing to redtrict prospects
for meaningful politicd reform. In its concluson, the paper will examine the potentia
for security sector-focused reform efforts.
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