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A b o u t  t h e  G r e e n  D e a l  W a t c h

The “Green Deal Watch” was launched in 2020 by the Istituto Affari 
Internazionali (IAI) with the support of Edison. The aim of the project is 
to follow the evolution of the ambitious and cross-cutting “European 
Green Deal” (EGD) strategy towards climate neutrality launched by 
the von der Leyen Commission in December 2019. The “Green Deal 
Watch” follows the “Energy Union Watch” which IAI published from 
2015 to 2019 to monitor the evolution of energy and climate policies 
under the previous legislature. IAI covers the debate among national 
and European stakeholders and reports the key dynamics in order to 
help the reader better navigate the challenges and opportunities of 
implementation of the EGD. The Watch is produced on a quarterly 
basis, collecting official documents, public information and open 
source data, which are processed and analysed by the IAI team.
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With the support 
of Edison

A b o u t  I A I

The Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) is a private, independent non-
profit think tank, founded in 1965 on the initiative of Altiero Spinelli. IAI 
seeks to promote awareness of international politics and to contribute 
to the advancement of European integration and multilateral 
cooperation, focusing on topics such as European integration, security 
and defence, energy and climate policies, as well as key regions such 
as the Mediterranean, the Middle East, Asia, Eurasia, Africa and 
the Americas. The IAI publishes an English-language quarterly (The 
International Spectator), an online webzine (AffarInternazionali), two 
book series (Trends and Perspectives in International Politics and 
IAI Research Studies) and other paper series related to IAI research 
projects.

https://www.iai.it/en

https://www.iai.it/en/
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This is the 16th issue of the Green Deal Watch, a quarterly report produced by the 
Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) with the support of Edison. This publication aims 
at monitoring and analysing the initiatives launched by the European Commission 
and discussed by EU institutions and member states under the umbrella of the 
Green Deal. Starting from Issue 12, the Green Deal Watch IAI no longer follows 
the former division into four dimensions: “Driving the Green Deal”, “Greening 
Industry”, “Supporting the Transformation” and “Strengthening Security and 
Diplomacy”. Instead, each issue is now structured as an analytical assessment of 
the main Green Deal developments in the three months that it covers. 

A timeline of initiatives envisaged under the European Green Deal concludes this 
report.
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1 .“Europe ’s 
way ”  amid 
geopol it ical 
turmoil

The recent geopolitical developments shed new light on the transatlantic 
relation. While events are still unfolding it is becoming clear that the world may 
experience the end of the multilateral regime that emerged after World War 2. 
For the third time since 1990, the US has withdrawn from the multilateral climate 
regime, a choice that will impact climate finance flows towards developing 
countries and the speed of the transition around the world. US President Trump 
has pledged to reverse course on climate action, roll back investments in the 
energy transition at home and abroad, and impose tariffs on adversaries and allies 
alike – including the European Union. The task of realising the goals of the Paris 
Agreement indeed looks very different today – on its 10th anniversary – compared 
to a few years ago. Faced with concrete and growing security challenges and US 
disengagement, Europe wants to boost its defence capacity, and in March the 
European Commission proposed the “ReArm Europe Plan/Readiness 2030”, which 
seeks to mobilise €800 billion in defence spending. Many have been warning that 
increased defence spending could conflict with the climate agenda – although 
there is possible convergence between these two priorities.

The European Commission has indeed reaffirmed its commitment to reach 
its climate targets and launched the Clean Industrial Deal on 26 February, as 
previously announced. Decarbonisation – in the view of Ursula von der Leyen – 
is the recipe to reduce Europe’s energy costs and increase its energy security in 
today’s volatile global context. The strategy – analysed below in this issue – provides 
both general guidance and some legislative proposals and has two clear sectoral 
focuses: energy intensive industries (EIIs) and cleantech deployment. The Clean 
Industrial Deal does not substitute for the broader Green Deal but rather could be 
considered as an implementing arm of the climate targets of the European Union, 
aiming at strengthening its competitiveness, resilience and decarbonisation. In 
the meantime, the EU has embarked on a reduction of administrative complexity 
as reflected in the so-called first Omnibus package – also analysed in this GDW 
issue. 

Although the Green Deal is holding the line, the emission reduction target to 
be reached by 2040 is far from being cemented into law. Climate Commissioner 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administrations-retreat-from-global-climate-leadership/
https://www.reuters.com/world/trump-stokes-trade-war-world-reels-tariff-shock-2025-04-03/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_793
https://www.bruegel.org/analysis/defence-and-climate-seven-points-common-agenda
https://www.google.com/search?q=clean+industrial+deal+presentation+von+der+leyen&sca_esv=fa772f1b92e09aa5&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIT908IT908&sxsrf=AHTn8zrNUIcN2offu_pP8T1CdfWUrYXblA%3A1746871815937&ei=ByYfaICAOY-D9u8PyqGw8Qc&ved=0ahUKEwjAn7rQ1JiNAxWPgf0HHcoQLH4Q4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=clean+industrial+deal+presentation+von+der+leyen&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiMGNsZWFuIGluZHVzdHJpYWwgZGVhbCBwcmVzZW50YXRpb24gdm9uIGRlciBsZXllbjIHECEYoAEYCjIFECEYnwVI1iZQnQNY5yVwBXgBkAEAmAHCAaABlBCqAQQwLjE1uAEDyAEA-AEBmAIUoAKLEcICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAgUQIRigAcICBBAhGBWYAwCIBgGQBgKSBwY1LjE0LjGgB-08sgcGMC4xNC4xuAfsEA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:2f4eb355,vid:JSu_xX4JsgM,st:0
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/03/eu-omnibus-proposal-what-lies-ahead/


5

Hoekstra has considered options to soften the bloc’s 2040 climate goal from what 
was previously recommended by the former EU executive, exploring routes to 
give countries more leeway. Germany’s new government coalition has for example 
endorsed a larger EU-wide goal of 90 per cent emissions cutting by 2040, with 
the condition that countries must be allowed to incorporate international carbon 
credits in their climate efforts. A legal proposal on this intermediary target was 
then deferred from Q1 to Q2 of 2025. The necessary amendment of the Union’s 
climate law will still have to be negotiated by member state governments and 
the European Parliament. The target will also form the basis of the EU’s 2035 
climate ambition (its updated Nationally Determined Contribution, or NDC), to 
be submitted by September 2025 before COP30 in Belèm, Brazil.

Energy trade has been another central topic of these months: President Trump 
has been very vocal in supporting higher US LNG shares to Europe to reduce 
the massive trade deficit with the bloc (in 2024, amounting to 235.6 billion US 
dollars). “Deregulation” (e.g., on methane emissions) is indeed considered by his 
administration as the best option to achieve the promised “energy dominance” 
and to reduce energy costs for US citizens. However, acknowledging its limited 
contribution to reducing the US-EU trade deficit, the higher costs of US LNG 
compared to other suppliers, and given Europe’s growing reliance on LNG 
trade despite uncertainties related to Europe’s future gas demand, Brussels and 
Washington will continue this tough conversation in the next months.

European natural gas markets furthermore experienced a turbulent beginning 
to 2025, with prices spiking to their highest point in two years, further exacerbating 
chal-lenges for businesses, consumers and governments across the continent. Gas 
supplies have tightened due to the halt of Russian pipeline transit through Ukraine 
and the re-turn to normal winter conditions, thus increasing withdrawals from 
storage. According to IEA analyses, global gas markets will remain under pressure 
in 2025, with supply growth (primarily from North American facilities) offset by the 
cessation of Russian gas transit through Ukraine, by distribution challenges and 
by low storage levels. In the meantime, QatarEnergy – having long-term contracts 
with several member states such as Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and France – 
has warned Europe it may look at legal avenues if fined under EU’s due diligence 
law. In this complex context, despite the Commission’s proposal to retain the 
EU’s gas storage requirements and targets for two more years until 2027, several 
member states have emphasised this pushing up of gas prices and have asked 
for flexibility. Both the Council and the Parliament have intro-duced measures for 
flexibility for member states, and the two will now need to reach an agreement.

At the same time, the Commission is more determined than ever to phase 
out the EU’s imports of all Russian gas and liquefied natural gas by the 
end of 2027. While only a few months ago – in the latest sanctions package, in 
January – the executive did not propose bans on Russian LNG, the Commission 
now considers that phasing out Russian gas will have limited impact on European 
energy prices owing to new LNG supply projects due online from 2026 and 
betting on renewables. While some EU industries have signalled support for a 
return to Russian gas, Commissioner Jorgensen has said that even if there is a 
peace deal between Russia and Ukraine, the EU will not rely on Russian imports 
again. He has indeed been very vocal in his willingness to cease supporting the 
Russian war-economy. In 2024 alone, the EU paid 23 billion euro to Moscow for its 
energy imports, despite significant reductions from 2022. In 2024 many countries 
relied heavily on Russian LNG imports, including France, Spain, Belgium and the 

https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-exploring-weaker-2040-climate-goal-90-greenhouse-gas-cut-wopke-hoekstra/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_588
https://ustr.gov/countries-regions/europe-middle-east/europe/european-union
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/congress-kills-biden-era-methane-fee-oil-gas-producers-2025-02-27/
https://www.iai.it/it/pubblicazioni/c05/lng-and-uncharted-future-us-eu-energy-relations
https://www.euronews.com/business/2025/02/11/european-gas-prices-spike-to-2-year-highs-as-storage-levels-falter
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/european-gas-market-volatility-puts-continued-pressure-on-competitiveness-and-cost-of-living
https://www.ft.com/content/2260c21b-f5f4-4ea9-b176-ba1b38c8471c
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-proposes-keeping-gas-storage-filling-goals-until-2027-2025-03-05/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/eu-governments-want-more-gas-storage-flexibility-document-shows/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/04/11/gas-storage-rules-council-agrees-its-negotiating-stance-mandate/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20250502IPR28220/gas-storage-refill-flexibility-to-bring-down-prices
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-wont-ban-russian-lng-until-it-secures-alternatives-diplomats-say-2025-01-29/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-proposes-first-sanctions-on-russias-lng-sector/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/back-russian-gas-trump-wary-eu-has-energy-security-dilemma-2025-04-14/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/el/speech_25_1145
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Netherlands. However, no impact assessment has been published so far by the 
Commission.

Jorgensen for the moment has explained that he will propose a stepwise 
approach to minimise impact on the EU member states affected. In June the 
Commission is expected to take action and table a package of legislative proposals 
introducing rules on transparency, monitoring and traceability of Russian gas, 
asking member states to make mandatory national plans for phasing out Russian 
gas, nuclear fuel and oil by the end of 2025, banning all imports of Russian gas 
under new contracts and existing spot contracts by the end of this year and banning 
the remaining imports of Russian pipeline gas and LNG under existing long-term 
contracts by the end 2027. The Commission is in the meantime exploring legal 
options to allow European companies to break their Russian gas contracts without 
facing penalties, as well as measures to forbid companies from entering into new 
contracts for Russian gas. Also, to address the illegal oil entering the market via 
Russia’s “shadow fleet”, the Commission proposes to enhance surveillance to 
identify suspicious vessels and deter illegal maritime behaviours. Jorgensen finally 
specified that the Commission would act against the import of nuclear fuels from 
Russia as well.

These proposals will need approval from the European Parliament and a 
reinforced majority of EU countries. It seems there might be growing political 
support from EU member states like Germany and Italy to hit Russian LNG, but 
Hungary and Slovakia have historically blocked gas sanctions. In particular, Viktor 
Orbán has vowed to block any new energy restrictions – and Hungarian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Szijjártó considers the proposal a “serious mistake” that “threatens 
energy security, drives up prices & violates sovereignty”. 

It is clearer than ever that fragmentation is not an option in today’s Europe. 
In the next months, many important dossiers need approval or at least progress, 
and the bloc must act united while operationalising its internal and foreign tools. 
In Berlin, the six-month wait for a new German government has come to an end. 
The new government has renewed Germany’s commitment to domestic and 
European climate targets and will crucially have to act to counterbalance American 
retrenchment. Before Merz became Chancellor, the CDU/CSU and the SPD, with 
the support of the Greens, approved at record speed a constitutional reform on 
debt limits – which included energy initiatives – with 100 billion euros out of the 
total 1 trillion euros in loans allocated to a Climate Transformation Fund. However, 
the new coalition’s approach to decarbonisation is, for the moment, more cautious 
than before. In the meantime, in Romania, right-wing nationalist George Simion 
has won the first round of the rescheduled presidential election after fellow 
ultranationalist Georgescu was disqualified, but was ultimately defeated by pro-
EU centrist candidate Nicusor Dan.

https://www.google.com/search?q=2027+russia+ban&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIT908IT908&oq=2027+russia+ban&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMg0IAxAAGIYDGIAEGIoFMgoIBBAAGIAEGKIEMgoIBRAAGIAEGKIEMgYIBhBFGDwyBggHEEUYPNIBCDMzNzRqMGo0qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-seeks-cut-remaining-russian-gas-ties-legal-options-limited-2025-05-05/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-proposes-first-sanctions-on-russias-lng-sector/
https://x.com/FM_Szijjarto/status/1919779729470529574
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/make-germanys-next-government-energy-manager-head-economy-ministry
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/german-parliament-passes-historic-debt-backed-defence-and-infrastructure-package/
https://www.iai.it/en/pubblicazioni/c05/can-germanys-new-coalition-deliver-energy-transition
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj0zl1702ego
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2 . A framework for 
compet it iveness , 
decarbonisat ion and 
res il ience

On February 26, the Commission presented its long-awaited Clean Industrial 
Deal. The plan outlines a roadmap of initiatives to boost clean technology 
manufacturing, decarbonise energy-intensive industries, and lower energy costs. 
While less prominent, funding instruments and trade defence measures were also 
announced. The plan was presented at the European Industry Summit in Antwerp: 
the location was symbolically chosen to respond to business players who one year 
before, called on the EU to implement an Industrial Deal, signing the Antwerp 
Declaration. However, not everyone welcomed the new plan as the definitive 
solution for balancing climate protection with economic competitiveness. 
Companies have been largely tepid on the plan, with hard-to-abate sectors asking 
for more radical changes. At the same time, those worried that the new initiative 
would reverse the EU’s climate ambitions also lamented. The Green Deal was, 
however, referenced just once in both the new communication and in von der 
Leyen’s presentation speech, a sign that the Commission may want to change the 
narrative from that used so far. 

The Clean Industrial Deal does not command the status of a new flagship 
initiative by the Commission. In 2019, the Green Deal was presented as “[…] 
Europe’s man on the moon moment”, whereas the Clean Industrial Deal looks more 
like an operational tool. The plan also appears to be more of a guiding strategy 
although it will include legislative proposals. When launched, the 2019 Green Deal 
included proposals for 50 specific policy measures, the majority of which were 
legislative. By contrast, the largest share of flagship actions programmed for the 
next two years is mainly composed of recommendations, like those on network 
charges and energy taxation. There are very few regulatory proposals, with the 
main one being the extension of the Gas Storage Regulation, which is likely to be 
shaped by member states’ request for flexibility – as anticipated above.

The limited number of legislative proposals is admittedly due to the Clean 
Industrial Deal’s more finite scope. The European Green Deal aimed at an all-
encompassing socio-economic transformation, while the new plan focuses on 
targeted industrial operationalisation. To do so the new plan is launching Strategic 
Sector Dialogues to identify each industry’s challenges, and then presenting an 
action plan with possible strategies and countermeasures. Indeed, the Commission 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/9db1c5c8-9e82-467b-ab6a-905feeb4b6b0_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/9db1c5c8-9e82-467b-ab6a-905feeb4b6b0_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_25_628
https://antwerp-declaration.eu/
https://www.belganewsagency.eu/clean-industrial-deal-ceos-find-european-industry-plans-too-vague
https://www.belganewsagency.eu/clean-industrial-deal-ceos-find-european-industry-plans-too-vague
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_19_6749
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-03-28/some-european-nations-push-for-laxer-2025-gas-storage-targets
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has proposed an action plan for the automotive sector and one for steel and metals 
(both proposed in March). At the same time, the Commission aims to couple these 
plans with supporting measures for wider structural problems, such as high energy 
prices. 

Indeed, high energy prices remain one of the main causes of the competitive 
gap between European industries and other players. Energy prices for 
industrial consumers in Europe have, on average, been 30 per cent higher than 
in China and five times as high as in the United States in recent years. Industries 
have also long complained about higher production costs than their international 
competitors due to a “green premium”. Furthermore, a “security premium” is 
increasingly added on top, due to geopolitical tensions and a transactional use 
of tariffs affecting market access and supply chains. Consequences have been 
particularly serious for member states with export-led economic models, such as 
Germany, which is still not growing for the third year. To address this problem, 
the Clean Industrial Deal contains an Affordable Energy Action Plan, but the 
measures proposed remain largely consistent with the current energy market 
design. The main instruments promoted are Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) 
for securing long-term supply for small and medium enterprises and industries in 
hard-to-decarbonise sectors. To facilitate their adoption, the plan indicates 500 
million euros from the European Investment Bank (EIB) that will act as a counter-
guarantee for companies entering PPAs. The plan emphasises the importance of a 
“technology-neutral” approach in reducing prices. This may indicate that nuclear 
power, natural gas and other energy sources will continue to be grouped when 
determining electricity prices. Despite calls to reform the electricity market by 
separating gas prices from electricity prices – a recommendation advanced also in 
the Draghi report – this scenario is unlikely.

The Commission also intends to promote Contracts for Differences (CfDs), 
whose financing will, however, be left to member states. CfDs are usually state-
backed contracts for which a price is set by an agreement between an electricity 
generator and a member state. If the market price is below the agreed one, 
the generator gets compensated for the difference. On the contrary, when the 
market price is above, the generator pays it back. The absence of mechanisms 
for jointly sharing these costs or revenues is particularly impactful. Indeed, leaving 
member states to bridge this difference (either above or below market price) may 
lead to market distortions and a “subsidy race” between member states. The 
plan largely shows the limits of the Commission’s toolbox, with many proposals 
leaning on  member states’ competences, such as requests to fully implement 
power market rules and to reduce network charges to reduce the final price 
burden. The Commission also proposed to ensure a functioning gas market and 
specifically create the conditions and tools to respond to gas price spikes. Details 
have been scarce, with a Gas Market Task Force to study possible market tools 
being announced. However, the system may be based on the strengthening of 
joint purchases through the AggregateEU platform, which allows companies 
to coordinate their demand and increase their negotiating position with sellers. 
There have been suggestions of including a non-emergency version of the price 
cap tool designed during the energy crisis, which expired on January 31 without 
ever being triggered. No formal proposal to establish a permanent price cap has 
been advanced, and even Italy, which requested its extension, did not gather 
support from other member states.  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_25_636
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_805
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-expects-zero-growth-in-2025-blames-trump-tariffs/a-72338707
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/publications/action-plan-affordable-energy-unlocking-true-value-our-energy-union-secure-affordable-efficient-and_en
https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/9db1c5c8-9e82-467b-ab6a-905feeb4b6b0_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/jorgensen-attacks-eu-countries-for-power-market-rule-failures/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-hold-next-round-joint-gas-buying-march-2025-02-14/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-rumor-revive-gas-price-cap/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-removes-energy-crisis-gas-price-cap-2025-01-31/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-should-cap-gas-prices-60-euros-per-megawatt-hour-italy-says-2025-01-03/
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The Commission also pointed to grid expansion and flexibility to reduce 
electricity prices. To do so, it presented plans to strengthen grid interconnections 
between member states. Roughly half of member states have already reached the 
2030 interconnection target of export capability of at least 15 per cent of their 
installed electricity generation capacity to neighbouring countries. However, this 
may not be sufficient, as the speed at which renewables have been added to grids 
has systematically been underestimated. Indeed, in April, yet another period of 
high renewable supply has stressed the European grid system, whose vulnerability 
has been further shown by a large-scale blackout in Spain and Portugal. Electricity 
supply in the affected area was very quickly restored, with the help of power 
generation resources (such as hydro-power plants) and power interconnections 
with France and Morocco, and an investigation led by ENTSO-E has been launched 
to understand the causes. Still, from a political point of view, the event opened a 
series of debates on the nature of the blackout and of the European grid system 
as a whole. Questions arise on how to build resilience while faced with these risks. 
On the one side some have wrongly blamed renewable-led electrification; others 
are also pointing at the potential effects a more interconnected grid would have 
on the rest of continental Europe if faced with a similar event.

The Clean Industrial Deal proposes two main packages, respectively 
simplifying regulatory procedures and de-risking grid components 
manufacturing. The first one, the European Grid Package, is expected to be 
presented by the first quarter of 2026 and will streamline permitting, planning 
and fast-track cross-border interconnectors. The second, the Grids Manufacturing 
Package, would allocate EIB counter-guarantees amounting to 1.5 billion euros for 
European companies manufacturing grid components. The EIB is indeed already 
strengthening its role in the financing of grid projects, as recently shown by the 
500 million euro loan to the Dutch electricity network operator Stedin, and a 405  
million euro loan to Polish electricity supplier Energa aimed at expanding and 
modernising the country’s distribution network.

Grid vulnerability is also increasingly tied to security considerations and 
geopolitical tensions. On 9 February 2025, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
synchronised their grids with the Continental European Network, disconnecting 
from the Russian and Belarusian systems. The shift reduces the potential 
weaponisation of electricity interconnections on behalf of the Kremlin, but it may 
produce further congestion on the existing European infrastructure. The NordBalt, 
EstLink 1 and EstLink 2 maritime links offer some redundancy, but the LitPol link, 
on the terrestrial side, may become a chokepoint. A new rerouting option is 
being considered with the construction of the Harmony Link between Poland and 
Estonia, but this will not be operational before 2030. 

An “Industrial Decarbonisation Accelerator Act” – to be presented by the 
end of 2025 – will be a test for the Commission, which wants to increase 
demand for EU-made clean products and reduce red tape. The Act will operate 
in synergy with the Net-Zero Industry Act, which introduced several non-price 
criteria for clean technologies. Specifically, it aims to simplify the adoption of 
“resilience and sustainability” criteria that member states will have to consider for 
public procurements. It aims to reduce administrative procedures and streamline 
permitting requirements for companies im-plementing decarbonisation strategies. 
The Clean Industrial defines that for certain yet-to-be-specified acceleration areas, 
mechanisms of tacit approval of administrative pro-cedures could be allowed. A 
revision of the EU public procurement framework is scheduled for 2026 and it will 

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/infrastructure/electricity-interconnection-targets_en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/eet/news/general-europes-high-voltage-grid-investment-gap-worse-than-feared/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-04-02/europe-s-solar-season-is-getting-more-intense-and-disruptive
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/apr/29/what-caused-the-blackout-in-spain-and-portugal-and-did-renewable-energy-play-a-part
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2025-135-netherlands-eib-supports-electricity-grid-investments-with-stedin
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2025-155-polish-electricity-grid-to-get-further-upgrades-with-eib-loan-payment-of-over-eur400-million-to-orlen-group
https://www.politico.eu/article/baltic-countries-sever-final-power-ties-russia-after-decades-lithuania-latvia-estonia/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/baltic-states-cut-energy-ties-with-russia-as-poland-strengthens-cooperation/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14505-Industrial-Decarbonisation-Accelerator-Act-speeding-up-decarbonisation_en
https://www.bruegel.org/first-glance/mapping-road-ahead-eu-public-procurement-reform#:~:text=The%20revision%20of%20public%20procurement,the%20currently%20fragmented%20legal%20landscape.
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introduce sustainability and local content requirements in strategic sectors.  Early 
discussions are in progress to simplify renewable energy permitting as well. New 
rules may be introduced with an omnibus format, reassessing a number of previous 
overlapping rules from different sources in a single framework. This initiative is 
expected to work in synergy with the upcoming Electrification Action Plan – to 
be presented by Jørgensen in Q1 2026 according to the Affordable Energy Ac-
tion Plan. The Action Plan should aid in boosting clean energy development 
and poten-tially have a dedicated focus on increasing energy efficiency through 
electrification. 

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-targeting-energy-laws-drive-cut-red-tape-sources-say-2025-03-27/
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3 . Debat ing recipes 
for funding, 
d ivers ify ing and 
s impl ify ing

Financing and capital mobilisation remains the elephant in the room to 
sustain such transformation. The Commission promised to allocate up to 100 
billion euros through the new “Industrial Decarbonisation Bank”. The programme 
is expected to be fully implemented by mid 2026, but a first pilot auction of 1 
billion euros will be held by the end of 2025, operating similarly to the Hydrogen 
Bank. However, the Decarbonisation Bank capital would mostly come from the 
repurposing of existing funds: mainly revenues of the Emissions Trading System 
(ETS), which are expected to grow as the system is expanded to transport and 
buildings in 2027; these funds were already destined to finance similar initiatives 
through the Innovation Fund. 

There are moreover some uncertainties regarding the governance, 
operationalisation and strategies of the Decarbonisation Bank. The 
Commission indicated that the Bank would operate under the governance of the 
soon-to-be-implemented Competitiveness Fund. The idea is to develop a new 
umbrella mechanism – the Competitiveness Coordination Tool – to combine 
multiple existing EU financial instruments with similar objectives. However, 
bundling together different instruments for the transition may dilute targeted 
financing for specific transition strategies.
   
As joint financing remains based on existing funds and models, the 
Commission’s idea is to mobilise capital by leaving more freedom to 
member states. The Clean Industrial State Aid Framework (CISAF) will formalise 
new rules, to be presented in June 2025 and expected to be largely based on 
the emergency measures of the Temporary Crisis and Transition Framework, 
adopted in March 2022 to loosen state aid rules. Member states will be able to 
use public funds to support renewable energy expansion, electricity and thermal 
storage, non-fossil flexibility support schemes and support for clean tech such as 
batteries, wind turbines and heat-pumps. The Framework will also address the 
length of the Commission’s assessment procedures. It aims to establish criteria 
for faster approval of countries’ state aid schemes, which, up to now, have taken 
considerable time. While largely anticipated and requested by multiple member 
states, the State Aid framework immediately sparked debate on distortions in the 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_550
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/advancing-europes-clean-industrial-transformation-2025-03-13_en#:~:text=A%20clean%20industrial%20deal%20for,industrial%20processes%20across%20various%20sectors.
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/competitiveness-compass/
https://www.sustainabilityinbusiness.blog/2025/03/european-commission-publishes-draft-clean-industrial-deal-state-aid-framework-and-calls-for-feedback/
https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/state-aid/temporary-crisis-and-transition-framework_en
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EU single market. This is especially significant for those member states planning 
to expand their reliance on public debt, leading to further possible distortions.
 
The Commission also wants to mobilise additional private capital, increasing 
guarantee mechanisms for companies investing in the transition. The executive 
estimates that by increasing the risk-bearing capacity of the InvestEU programme, 
an additional 50 billion euros of private investment could be mobilised by 
2027. Currently, the programme includes a guarantee of 26.2 billion euros. 
In the meantime, another investment programme, TechEU, will be launched 
in coordination with the EIB. It will aim to ramp up investments in innovative 
technologies such as AI, innovative batteries, critical raw material–related techs, 
quantum computing, energy storage and semiconductors. 

While the EU is largely falling behind in all these fields, critical raw materials 
refining and sourcing, as well as battery manufacturing, remain of primary 
importance. To address these challenges, the Commission will create a Critical 
Raw Materials Centre, a system to pool raw materials purchasing on behalf of 
interested companies across member states, similarly to how “AggregateEU” 
works. The Centre should be operational by the end of 2026. In the meantime, 
in March, the Commission presented its list of CRM Strategic Projects in the 
context of the Critical Raw Material Act (CRMA). Significantly, no project located 
outside the EU was in the list, even though the CRMA would have allowed 
external strategic partnerships. On one hand, this represents an attempt by the 
Commission to concentrate efforts inside the EU, to avoid a further increase in 
external dependency. On the other hand, however, an absence of projects in third 
countries may also be interpreted as a cautious move after accusations of green 
colonialism, specifically in relation to the EU plans for the Jadar lithium deposit in 
Serbia. This may further hinder the creation of reliable supply chains parallel to 
those dominated by China. 

The Commission is also trying to build international partnerships in these 
fields through Clean Trade and Investment Partnerships (CTIPs), a new trade 
instrument in the hands of the Commission. This option should propose a faster, 
more flexible and targeted approach than the larger trade agreements. On March 
13, the first CTIP was announced, establishing a partnership with South Africa, which 
will also cover cooperation on critical raw materials. In proposing this approach, 
the European Union is clearly employing a distinctly different external strategy 
compared to the United States and China, the world’s other major economic 
powers. China primarily focuses on securing raw materials through investments 
and direct purchasing agreements. The United States tends to leverage security 
guarantees in exchange for mineral access (e.g., the recent deals with Ukraine and 
the DRC). In contrast, the EU seeks to establish more collaborative relationships 
with its partners, particularly in developing economies, shared development 
projects rather than purely transactional exchanges.

Efforts to increase and diversify the supply of critical raw materials are 
linked to the ambition to establish a homegrown manufacturing base for 
batteries. However, the sector reached a new low in March, as Swedish Northvolt, 
acclaimed as a potential European industry champion, filed for bankruptcy. Its 
failure also resulted in the collapse of Northvolt and Volkswagen’s joint plans for a 
new battery plant in Germany. This was just the last of several pitfalls for European 

https://www.eunews.it/en/2025/04/22/euro-area-public-debt-at-87-4-percent-of-gdp/
https://investeu.europa.eu/investeu-programme_en
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2025-030-eib-group-achieves-record-results-in-2024-targets-eur95-billion-in-investments-for-2025
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/eu-competitiveness/clean-industrial-deal_en#:~:text=Circularity%20and%20access%20to%20materials,of%20materials%20circular%20by%202030.
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_5733
https://www.politico.eu/article/serbia-lithium-reserve-eu-mining-colony-electric-vehicles/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2025/769576/EPRS_BRI(2025)769576_EN.pdf
https://www.eunews.it/en/2025/03/13/eu-and-south-africa-to-sign-partnership-on-raw-materials-and-clean-energy/
https://www.politico.eu/article/us-donald-trump-volodymyr-zelenskyy-ukraine-parliament-minerals-deal-approved/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/apr/13/the-guardian-view-on-donald-trumps-congo-deal-mineral-riches-for-protection
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/mar/12/ev-battery-startup-northvolt-files-for-bankruptcy-in-sweden
https://www.dw.com/en/is-the-new-battery-plant-in-germany-a-good-idea/video-72158412#:~:text=In%20Heide%2C%20Germany%2C%20a%20Northvolt,bankruptcy%20of%20its%20Swedish%20counterpart.
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EV manufacturers, as the automotive sector continues to be in a full-blown crisis. 

The Commission had thus pledged to identify immediate solutions, indicating 
the automotive sector for its first Strategic Dialogue and Action Plan. The 
Strategic Dialogue took place on January 30, and brought together companies 
and sector associations with EU officials. Discussions focused on closing the 
competition gap with international competitors, as well as how to support the 
transition and streamline regulations. After the initial meeting, an open and public 
consultation was held from January 30 to February 13 to gather feedback from 
a broader set of stakeholders. The Dialogue saw four thematic working groups, 
each headed by a Commissioner: Hoekstra for the Clean Transition, Séjourné on 
the Industrial Value Chain, Virkkunen on Technological and Digital Innovation and 
Mînzatu in charge of Skills and Social Considerations. The dialogue was not free 
of tensions, with emissions targets receiving pushback. Representatives of both 
the European Automobile Manufacturers’ Association (ACEA) and the European 
Association of Automotive Suppliers (CLEPA) stressed that action was necessary 
to avoid fines for non-compliance with the 2025 CO2 targets. Companies like 
Volkswagen and Renault called for increased flexibility and target review, and 
added that fines could reach up to 15 billion euros. These requests were partially 
met on 3 March. Von der Leyen refused to downplay the 2035 combustion 
engine ban, but allowed carmakers more flexibility in achieving the targets. The 
Commission will check compliance over the 2025–2027 period by assessing 
companies’ average reduction over three years. This means that carmakers may 
now overshoot the previous emissions limits for 2025, if they can compensate with 
even lower emissions in the next two years. Italy and the Czech Republic welcomed 
the proposal, with Czech Transport Minister Kupka asking for a further five-year 
extension. Even inside the EPP, opposition to the 2035 target is growing, with some 
asking to scrap it completely. There have also been calls to change the mechanism 
for pooling emissions. European car manufacturers have long lamented that the 
system forces them to purchase carbon allowance from other companies, which 
often end up being their direct competitors with lower emissions levels, such as 
Tesla or Chinese manufacturers. 

On 5 March, the Industrial Action Plan for the European automotive sector 
was presented in this context of open dispute. It aims to boost demand, 
foster the adoption of new technologies and address the social dimension of 
workers facing layoff. However, it is unlikely to be the solution to the structural 
unpreparedness of the market to self-sustain the adoption of zero- and low-
emission vehicles. Supporting policies proposed include social leasing schemes, 
funded by ETS 2 and linked to the Social Climate Fund, to help consumers purchase 
zero-emission vehicles. The Commission also announced a legislative proposal 
to electrify corporate fleets, especially for SMEs. Details are still lacking, but 
corporate fleets have also received attention in the Communication to decarbonise 
corporate fleets, published together with the Action Plan. The Commission will 
also introduce a Sustainable Transport Investment Plan to be adopted in 2025 to 
attract investment to build more charging infrastructure, whose distribution in the 
EU is still highly uneven, with more than half concentrated in a few member states, 
mainly Germany, France and the Netherlands. 

The Automotive Action Plan also contained a Battery Booster Package to 
help European production by providing 1.8 billion euros from the Innovation 
Fund, in addition to 3 billion euros already pledged. However, it is uncertain if 
companies will be able to compete in international markets despite additional 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/economy-jobs/news/whats-behind-europes-car-industry-crisis/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_378
https://table.media/en/europe/news/auto-dialog-hoekstra-listens-to-opinions-on-clean-transformation/
https://carboncredits.com/eus-2025-emission-rules-led-tesla-and-mercedes-to-pool-carbon-credits-to-avoid-15-6-billion-fine/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/eu-propose-giving-automakers-three-years-meet-co2-emission-targets-2025-03-03/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/czech-government-eus-emission-plan-still-too-harsh-on-carmakers/
https://www.ft.com/content/7131c15d-66fe-497a-9a22-ce4502289c30
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/stellantis-toyota-ford-mazda-subaru-plan-pool-co2-emissions-with-tesla-2025-01-07/
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/document/download/89b3143e-09b6-4ae6-a826-932b90ed0816_en?filename=Communication - Action Plan.pdf
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/document/download/1498648c-63fc-4715-975d-ccbc64703da5_en?filename=Communication - Decarbonising corporate fleets.pdf
https://www.acea.auto/files/Charging_ahead-Accelerating_the_roll-out_of_EU_electric_vehicle_charging_infrastructure.pdf
https://transport.ec.europa.eu/document/download/89b3143e-09b6-4ae6-a826-932b90ed0816_en?filename=Communication - Action Plan.pdf
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funding, as even companies such as Northvolt have failed to stay operational. The 
Action Plan also anticipates that “local content” requirements for batteries and 
related components will be introduced, and it calls for synergies with the Clean 
Industrial Deal through the operationalisation of the Critical Raw Materials Centre, 
aiming to increase companies’ purchasing power. Finally, measures to respond 
to the ongoing layoffs in the sector are rather modest. It focuses on increasing 
skills, training and compensation mechanisms. However, it mainly relies on 
previously existing initiatives like the European Social Fund Plus and the European 
Globalisation Adjustment Fund.

The  Commission also launched a European Steel and Metals Action Plan. 
Similarly to carmakers, steel and metals companies are confronted by industry-
wide challenges, such as high energy prices,  difficult-to-electrify processes and 
the loss of high-quality jobs. However, the Steel and Metal Action Plan also 
addresses sector-specific challenges, including how to prevent carbon leakage. 
As the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism will take full effect next year, risks 
of carbon leakage and ways to circumvent CBAM obligations are increasingly 
debated. To address these concerns, the Commission has considered advancing 
a first legislative proposal by the end of 2025, extending measures to cover certain 
steel- and aluminium-based downstream products.

The future of sustainability reporting, in the meantime, is sparking harsh 
debate. As EU sustainability frameworks like the corporate sustainability reporting 
directive (CSRD) and the EU Taxonomy move toward full implementation, 
companies – especial-ly SMEs – face significant operational challenges. The 
Corporate Sustainability Due Dili-gence Directive (CSDDD) adds further obligations 
by requiring companies to address environmental and human rights impacts 
throughout their value chains. In response to concerns about the consequent 
regulatory burden, on 26 February, the Commission adopted its new proposals 
for the Omnibus Simplification Package. The amendments primarily postpone 
reporting requirements and make some previously mandatory re-porting voluntary 
for small and medium-sized companies. For example, companies with fewer than 
1,000 employees are no longer bound to report on the taxonomy re-quirements. 
The move has been praised for decreasing bureaucratic burden and sys-tematising 
interlinked initiatives in a single framework, but it has also created new sets of 
problems. Criticism has been raised about weakened sustainable standards as 
well as insufficient long-term regulatory clarity. Specifically, the shift rewarded 
companies that delayed implementing reporting systems, while early adopters 
complained of hav-ing incurred now unnecessary organisational costs. 

This first Omnibus package may represent a new Commission “bundle-to-
deregulate” approach, meaning that different legislations and directives are 
grouped together, preserving their core principles, but smoothing the final edges 
of the resulting proposal. This may also enable the Commission to avoid the 
perception of reversing its own measures adopted during the first von der Leyen 
term. The Commission maintains that the Omnibus is a way to cut red tape – 
and not to deregulate – but many are questioning whether the EU is launching 
a systematic revision of reporting duties and standards. Indeed, outside of 
sustainability criteria, the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is facing 
similar attempts by the Commission. Meanwhile, non-EU jurisdictions are shaping 
their own reporting frameworks, offering comparisons and adding complexity to 
an already complex framework.

https://european-social-fund-plus.ec.europa.eu/en/what-esf
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies-and-activities/funding/european-globalisation-adjustment-fund-displaced-workers-egf_en
https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies-and-activities/funding/european-globalisation-adjustment-fund-displaced-workers-egf_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/document/download/7807ca8b-10ce-4ee2-9c11-357afe163190_en?filename=Communication - Steel and Metals Action Plan.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/news/commission-proposes-cut-red-tape-and-simplify-business-environment-2025-02-26_en
https://www.politico.eu/article/ursula-von-der-leyen-blindsided-eu-brussels-deregulation-drive/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-gdpr-privacy-law-europe-president-ursula-von-der-leyen/
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This approach is also testing the stability of the centrist coalition in the 
European Parliament. The vote to momentarily freeze reporting duties of the 
three directives replaced by the Omnibus saw rising tension between the Socialist 
and Democrats (S&D) and the EPP. The moderate left asked for several changes, 
largely ignored by the Conservatives. In the end, the vote passed with a large 
majority, including also the far-right Patriots for Europe (PfE) and Europe of 
Sovereign Nations (ESN) groups. This confirms von der Leyen’s capacity to pass 
legislation while looking in both directions of the hemicycle, but also suggests that 
pushing too much to the right may provoke reactions from the left and potentially 
even the EPP, increasingly polarised on climate issues. 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20250331IPR27557/sustainability-and-due-diligence-meps-agree-to-delay-application-of-new-rules
https://www.ft.com/content/7131c15d-66fe-497a-9a22-ce4502289c30
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Traditional energy security remains a pressing concern. Global LNG 
production has not rebounded as expected, and imports from the Middle 
East and North Africa still face disruptions due to bottlenecks and political 
instability. Europe has yet to fully end its remaining dependencies on Russian 
energy. Meanwhile, the U.S. administration is urging the EU to increase 
energy imports from American suppliers, raising concerns over transatlantic 
dependencies and trade imbalances. In this context, what are your thoughts 
on EU energy security, and especially gas security?

Maintaining secure, stable and affordable energy supplies remains a crucial 
priority for the world and for Europe. This is also the core, founding pillar 
of the International Energy Agency, which for over 50 years has played a 
central role helping coordinate global energy security efforts and mitigate 
and manage energy disruptions. With an initial focus on oil security, the 
agency has coordinated five collective emergency stock releases, including 
two in 2022.

Ensuring secure supplies of natural gas from diverse sources remains a 
high priority for Europe, as the recent Roadmap towards ending Russian 
energy imports again highlighted. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine profoundly 
transformed gas markets. And while the immediate gas crisis has eased, 
the structural changes that occurred in 2022 will persist for years. However, 
there is a more positive outlook over the second half of this decade. Global 
LNG liquefaction capacity is set to increase by around 250 bcm/year by 
2030 – equivalent to almost half of current global LNG trade, and the 
largest amount ever. This will bring important breathing space for European 
consumers and businesses.

But energy security is evolving and expanding beyond these traditional 
priorities – that was a key message at the recent Future of Energy Security 
Summit co-hosted by the IEA and UK Government in London in April. The 
world – including Europe – is seeing dramatic shifts in the pattern of energy 
deployment. The rapid fall in the cost of renewables is driving strong growth 

https://www.iea.org/events/summit-on-the-future-of-energy-security
https://www.iea.org/events/summit-on-the-future-of-energy-security
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of clean energy, and in parallel electricity use is growing much faster than 
overall energy demand. This turns attention to new and emerging energy 
security concerns: around electricity security, clean energy supply chains 
and critical minerals, and resilience to climate hazards. However, the golden 
rules for energy security have not changed, and diversification, predictability 
and cooperation remain essential.

The debate around the clean industrial deal is key. Europe should avoid total 
repatriation of clean tech production (either impossible or too expensive), 
and at the same time cannot fully rely on cheap imports. What is, in your 
view, a realistic strategy that the EU should pursue?

The EU’s energy-related CO2 emissions have fallen by one third from their 
peak 20 years ago, even as GDP has grown by one third over the same 
period. But decarbonising without deindustrialising remains a concern for 
many European countries, and Europe needs to act to strengthen its position 
in key emerging industrial sectors. The IEA’s Energy Technology Perspectives 
2024 provided pioneering analysis of clean technology manufacturing 
and trade trends. Today, the EU is a world leader in some clean energy 
technologies including wind turbines, hydrogen electrolysers, and grid 
equipment. But Europe has made strategic errors, losing its previous lead 
in certain elements of the solar PV supply chain, and risks falling behind in 
other critical clean energy technologies.

The Clean Industrial Deal, as well as focusing on support for energy-intensive 
industries, also recognises the need for the right regulatory framework to 
support clean energy technology sectors. Solar PV manufacturing, despite 
cost challenges, may still merit support. But the reasons for doing so – such 
as securing an innovation foothold in new technologies like perovskites, or 
retaining some production ability for strategic reasons – may differ from 
those in sectors where the EU aims to secure a leading position in global 
markets, such as electric vehicles or electrolysers. 

Several principles can guide a coherent EU industrial strategy. Firstly, the 
bloc should play to its strengths, with clear goals and metrics for success, and 
with experimentation and flexibility built in. Secondly, it should encourage 
innovators, including by strengthening links between manufacturing and 
each component of the broader innovation system. And thirdly, it should 
plug cost gaps strategically, including through measures to reduce lead times 
and upskill workforces. In the interim, the use of trade policy instruments to 
bridge competitiveness gaps should be judicious and time-limited.

https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-technology-perspectives-2024
https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-technology-perspectives-2024


18

Affordable energy remains a crucial issue for the EU’s attempt to stimulate 
economic growth. What should Member States and the Commission do to 
make energy prices more affordable? 

The EU’s Clean Industrial Deal and accompanying Affordable Energy Action 
Plan rightly included a focus on the role of energy prices in ensuring renewed 
competitiveness. Prices have eased since the height of the energy crisis, but 
Europe still faces significant energy price gaps to other major economies – 
with electricity costing on average 60% more than the US (2019-2023).

The shift in energy market dynamics expected this decade should (barring 
geopolitical uncertainties) signal downward pressure on prices – and provide 
a window for action. However, natural gas markets may remain tight until well 
into 2026. For energy-intensive industries in particular, the intended revision 
of CBAM in the Clean Industrial Deal can help boost the competitiveness of 
high-value manufacturing in Europe and reduce the risk of circumventions.
Currently, especially in light industries, the EU remains dependent on natural 
gas, so increased electrification for European industry is a priority. The share 
of electrification in EU industry is much lower (40%) than in countries like 
Japan (61%), Korea (63%) or China (52%). Contracts for difference have, 
for example, helped to support electrification projects in different sectors 
in Germany. Electricity price pressures could also be relieved in the short-
term by price reductions in exchange for commitments by industry to help 
build a lower-cost energy system, via renewables or demand-side flexibility. 
Innovative solutions such as the optimization of processes through artificial 
intelligence (AI) can also help deliver energy efficiency gains. 

In parallel, efforts to advance decarbonisation can also help cut energy 
prices, especially as renewables with low operations costs become 
increasingly abundant. But, as Mario Draghi and others have pointed out, 
lower energy costs must be passed on to consumers. That requires reforms 
to electricity market design. The share of gas in the EU power mix has fallen 
below 20%, but natural gas is still setting electricity prices around half of the 
time, highlighting the need for actions to weaken the link between gas and 
electricity prices.

The debate on nuclear energy is evolving. Key players like Germany or Italy 
are changing their traditional stances on the topic and interest is growing 
around new technologies such as Small Modular Reactors. How would you 
describe the current debate on nuclear power in Europe and Italy? What 
perspectives and timeframes do you see for these technologies as part of 
the EU’s energy mix? 

As highlighted in the IEA’s report on The Path to a New Era for Nuclear 
Energy, presented in Rome in February with Minister Pichetto Fratin, 
interest in nuclear energy is at its highest level in many decades. Support for 
expanding its use is now in place in more than 40 countries, including many 

https://www.iea.org/reports/the-path-to-a-new-era-for-nuclear-energy
https://www.iea.org/reports/the-path-to-a-new-era-for-nuclear-energy
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in Europe, such as France, the UK, Sweden, Poland and Slovakia. Italy has 
also showed renewed interest: Its 2024 National Energy and Climate Plan 
highlights potential for small modular reactors (SMRs) and even fusion to 
play a significant role by 2050. Nuclear energy stands out as a low-emissions 
electricity source available around-the-clock, enhancing energy security and 
complementing renewables.

Nuclear’s share of EU power generation fell from a peak of 34% in 1997 
to 23% today. This is partly due to challenges in building new projects – 
resulting in delays and cost overruns in Europe (notably in France, Finland 
and the UK). Moreover, nuclear market leadership and supply chains have 
become very concentrated, raising energy security concerns. Since 2017, 
47 out of 53 reactors starting construction worldwide were of Chinese or 
Russian design. Uranium enrichment capacity is also highly concentrated, 
with Russia alone accounting for 40% of the global total. 

Nevertheless, there are reasons for optimism. As of February 2025, 70 GW 
of nuclear capacity are under construction, one of the highest levels in 
decades. Innovation is changing the technology landscape, with many SMR 
designs under development and the first commercial projects in advanced 
economies set to start operation around 2030. In the EU, countries with 
plans or interests to develop SMRs include France, the Czech Republic and 
Finland, among many others, and capacity could reach as much as 15 GW in 
2050. The rise of SMRs can help EU designs win a larger share of the market; 
our analysis indicates around 15% of global nuclear construction starts by 
2040.
 

What role can artificial intelligence play in shaping the energy transition? 
In which energy sectors do you see the greatest potential / risks for its 
application in Europe?

In just a few years, AI has grown from an academic pursuit to an industry 
with trillions of dollars of investment at stake. This rapid ascent brings major 
implications for the energy sector. Much attention is on AI’s own need for 
energy – especially electricity. The IEA’s recent Special Report on Energy 
and AI projects that electricity consumption by data centres – driven by AI’s 
needs – will more than double to around 945 terawatt-hours by 2030, more 
than Japan’s annual electricity usage. The impact will be strongest in regions 
where data centre investment is concentrated, led by the US, but demand 
is growing in Europe too.

AI has much to offer a more complex and connected energy world, with 
energy companies already deploying AI solutions for everything from 
reducing costs to enhancing supply and lowering emissions. The oil and 
gas industry uses AI to optimise exploration and production efforts. AI can 
help manage electricity networks, improving renewable power integration, 
helping detect reduce grid outages, and optimising power line capacity.

https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-and-ai
https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-and-ai
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AI can also bring benefits in increasingly digitalised energy end-use sectors. 
In industry, AI applications can accelerate product development, cut costs 
and deliver energy savings. European companies are well placed, holding 
over half the market share for industrial automation solutions, critical for 
industrial AI deployment. In transport, AI can improve efficiency and cut 
costs, and is being used to manage traffic, optimise routes, and develop 
autonomous vehicles. And in buildings, there is great potential for AI to 
help optimise heating and cooling systems and flexible electricity usage. 
Finally, AI is well placed to accelerate the often-slow place of energy sector 
innovation. 

AI is not a silver bullet, but it has the potential to help cut emissions by 
more than the likely increase from data centre demand. The countries and 
regions that win the race to develop and deploy AI solutions can yield major 
benefits in ensuring secure, sustainable and affordable energy systems. 

Finally, what do you think is needed in Europe to maintain and grow 
consensus among citizens and industries around the energy transition? It is 
evident that as decarbonization is being implemented, the debate around 
climate action becomes more and more polarized. How to build an effective 
green ‘social contract’ around the transition?

Countries and regions will set their own pathways to achieve energy and 
climate goals. But a broad base of support can be built for energy transitions, 
including in the EU, highlighting the multiple potential benefits that can be 
achieved.

Investment in clean energy continues to grow: global spending on clean 
technologies and infrastructure reached USD 2 trillion in 2024. In the EU, this 
increasing activity is translating into growth in clean energy jobs, which grew 
by 3.1% annually over the last 4 years – well ahead of annual economy-wide 
growth of 0.9%. One in every 20 new jobs in the EU since 2019 was in clean 
energy sectors. And clean energy manufacturing represents a major new 
industrial and commercial opportunity – if Europe can build on its strengths.
As noted above, recent global energy market trends point to a potential 
easing in energy price pressures this decade. The wider rollout of lower-
emissions technologies also has scope to deliver lower energy prices for 
consumers and for industry, especially with the deployment of renewable 
power generation with low operational costs, shielding them from volatile 
fossil fuel prices. To ensure these benefits are realised, governments need to 
devote attention to electricity market designs, to help manage the upfront 
costs of clean energy investment and to mitigate risks to affordability that 
may arise as energy systems evolve.

Finally, the rising share of electricity in the energy mix and the transformation 
of the power system can help enhance energy security. Diversification 
of energy resources, driven by renewables, is already helping reduce 
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dependency on imported fuels. This is significant in the EU, which has 
limited domestic fossil fuel resources. The rollout of renewables and energy 
savings enabled a reduction of more than 60 billion cubic meters of annual 
gas imports from 2022 to 2024. The EU’s energy import bill fell sharply over 
the same period but still totalled around EUR 375 billion in 2024.
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This timeline highlights the main elements proposed by the Commis-
sion under the umbrella of the Green Deal since the re-election of 
Ursula von der Leyen in July 2024. Previous activities are listed under 
the “Timeline Archive”, available at the end of this report.
The lists are not exhaustive, but aim to provide an overview of the 
Commission’s work during these years. The list started as an expand-
ed version of the Commission’s own timeline, available here: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-
an-green-deal_en 

6 May 2025 
The Commission presents its roadmap towards ending Russian energy 
imports

3 April 2025
European Parliament votes to delay the application of sustainability 
and due diligence reporting rules

19 March 2025
The Commission presented the Action Plan on Steel and Metals.

5 March 2025
The Commission presented the Action Plan on the Future of the 
Automotive Sector.
The Commission proposed to prolong the Gas Storage Regulation 
until the end of 2027.

4 March 2025
The Commission President launched the Strategic Dialogue on the 
Future of the European Steel Sector.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en 
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/publications/communication-roadmap-towards-ending-russian-energy-imports_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20250331IPR27557/sustainability-and-due-diligence-meps-agree-to-delay-application-of-new-rules
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_805
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_635
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_635
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-proposes-2-year-extension-eu-gas-storage-regulation-2025-03-05_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_676
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_676
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26 February 2025
The Commission presented the Clean Industrial Deal, aimed at 
accelerating decarbonisation while securing the future of manufacturing 
in Europe.

The Commission adopted a proposal for the Omnibus Package, 
providing simplification in the field of sustainability and EU investment 
programmes.

30 January 2025
The Commission launched the Strategic Dialogue on the Future of the 
Automotive Industry.

29 January 2025
The Commission presented the Competitiveness Compass.

14 January 2025
The Commission published an independent study detailing the net-
zero manufacturing industry landscape in Europe and a Regulation on 
the verification of CO2 emissions for heavy-duty vehicles.

9 January 2025
The Commission President established 14 Project Groups chaired by 
Members of the College to ensure coordination on political priorities.

1 January 2025
Poland assumed the rotating Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union.

18 December 2024
The Council formally adopted the regulation on the one-year 
postponement of the application of the EU Deforestation law. 
The Commission President announced the launch of a Strategic 
Dialogue on the Future of the Automotive Industry in Europe.

17 December 2024
The Council affirmed its position on a Regulation for the prevention of 
plastic pellet losses. 

16 December 2024
The Council formally adopted a Regulation on packaging and packaging 
waste and approved conclusions on promoting geothermal energy.

12 December 2024
The Energy Community Ministerial Council adopted the first Projects 
of Energy Community Interest.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_550
https://commission.europa.eu/news/commission-proposes-cut-red-tape-and-simplify-business-environment-2025-02-26_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_378
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_378
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_339
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/new-study-offers-detailed-picture-eus-net-zero-manufacturing-industry-2025-01-14_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/ensuring-accuracy-verification-co2-emissions-heavy-duty-vehicles-service-2025-01-14_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_221
https://polish-presidency.consilium.europa.eu/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/12/18/eu-deforestation-law-council-formally-adopts-its-one-year-postponement/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6542
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6542
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/12/17/zero-pollution-council-agrees-its-position-on-reducing-plastic-pellet-losses-including-in-maritime-transport/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/12/16/sustainable-packaging-council-signs-off-on-new-rules-for-less-waste-and-more-re-use-in-the-eu/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/12/16/geothermal-energy-council-calls-for-faster-deployment/
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/energy-community-ministerial-commissioner-jorgensen-underlines-importance-integration-eu-electricity-2024-12-12_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/energy-community-ministerial-commissioner-jorgensen-underlines-importance-integration-eu-electricity-2024-12-12_en
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9 December 2024
The Council approved conclusions on the post-2027 CAP.

6 December 2024
The Commission finalised negotiations with four Mercosur countries for 
an EU-Mercosur partnership agreement.

5 December 2024
The Commission launched the European Board on Agriculture and 
Food. 
The 16th Citizens’ Energy Forum took place in Budapest, kickstarting 
the Commission’s work on developing the Citizens Energy Package.

3 December 2024
The Commission established the cap on emission allowances under the 
ETS2 for 2027.
The Commission earmarked €4.6 billion for two calls for proposals 
to accelerate the deployment of decarbonisation technologies and 
announced a new partnership with the European Investment Bank to 
support investments in the battery manufacturing sector.

1 December 2024
The Commission 2024-2029 took office. 

24 November 2024
The Commission and EU Member States negotiated a New Collective 
Quantified Goal for Climate Finance at COP29, broadening the global 
contributor base.

19 November 2024
The Council adopted a new regulation on ESG rating activities and 
greenlighted the proposal for an EU certification framework for 
permanent carbon removals, carbon farming and storage.
The 2024 Carbon Market Report showed that carbon pricing drove 
emissions from power and industry installation to a 16,5% reduction in 
2023.

14 November 2024
The Parliament agreed to the one-year postponement of the 
Deforestation Regulation.

12 November 2024
The Parliament conducted confirmation hearings for Commissioners-
designate Stéphane Séjourné (Prosperity and Industrial Strategy) and 
Teresa Ribera (Clean, Just and Competitive Transition).

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/12/09/a-competitive-and-farmer-focused-common-agricultural-policy-council-approves-conclusions/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6244
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6205
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6205
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/8f5f9424-a7ef-4dbf-b914-1af1d12ff5d2/library/4180c65a-8344-4b8e-919f-2b768a5d1dc3/details?download=true
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/emissions-trading-system-buildings-road-transport-and-small-industry-ets2-cap-adopted-2027-2024-12-03_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6184
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_24_6201
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/von-der-leyen-commission-2024-2029-takes-office-2024-12-02_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_6043
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/11/19/environmental-social-and-governance-esg-ratings-council-greenlights-new-regulation/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/11/19/council-greenlights-eu-certification-framework-for-permanent-carbon-removals-carbon-farming-and-carbon-storage-in-products/
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/2024-carbon-market-report-stable-and-well-functioning-market-driving-emissions-power-and-industry-2024-11-19_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20241111IPR25340/eu-deforestation-law-parliament-wants-to-give-companies-one-more-year-to-comply
https://hearings.elections.europa.eu/documents/sejourne/sejourne_verbatimreporthearing-original.pdf
https://hearings.elections.europa.eu/documents/ribera/ribera_verbatimreporthearing-original.pdf
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The Commission launched a new Methane Abatement Partnership 
Roadmap at COP29.

8 November 2024
The Council released the Budapest Declaration on the New European 
Competitiveness Deal. 

7 November 2024
The Commission launched an Ecodesign Forum to accelerate progress 
on sustainable products.
The Parliament conducted the confirmation hearings of Commissioner-
designate Wopke Hoekstra (Climate, Net-Zero and Clean Growth)

5 November 2024
The Council adopted the Construction Products Regulation and called 
for swift implementation of the EU’s regulatory framework for renewable 
hydrogen. 
The Parliament conducted confirmation hearings for Commissioners-
designate Dan Jørgensen (Energy and Housing) and Jessika Roswall 
(Environment, Water Resilience and a Competitive Circular Economy).

4 November 2024
The Parliament conducted confirmation hearings for Commissioners-
designate Christophe Hansen (Agriculture and Food) and Apostolos 
Tzitzikostas (Sustainable Transport and Tourism).
 
29 October 2024
The Commission imposed duties on imports of battery electric vehicles 
from China for a period of five years.

22 October 2024
The European Parliament approved the reform of Single European Sky 
rules for a more efficient and greener airspace.

16 October 2024
The Council agreed to postpone the implementation of the 
Deforestation Regulation by one year.
The Commission adopted a delegated act clarifying the inclusion of 
offshore vessels in the emissions monitoring system.
The European Network for Transmission System Operators for Gas’s 
annual winter supply outlook confirmed the security of gas supplies for 
the upcoming winter and summer season.

14 October 2024
The Council asked the Commission to propose a comprehensive EU-
wide action plan against desertification, land degradation and drought.

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-steps-efforts-abate-methane-emissions-partners-cop29-2024-11-12_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/11/08/the-budapest-declaration/
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/ecodesign-forum-launches-help-sustainable-products-progress-2024-11-07_en
https://hearings.elections.europa.eu/documents/hoekstra/hoekstra_verbatimreporthearing-original.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/11/05/building-materials-council-adopts-law-for-clean-and-smart-construction-products/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/11/05/hydrogen-council-calls-for-swift-implementation-of-eu-law-and-coordinated-action-for-networks-industry-and-investors/
https://hearings.elections.europa.eu/documents/jorgensen/jorgensen_verbatimreporthearing-original.pdf
https://hearings.elections.europa.eu/documents/roswall/roswall_verbatimreporthearing-original.pdf
https://hearings.elections.europa.eu/documents/hansen/hansen_verbatimreporthearing-original.pdf
https://hearings.elections.europa.eu/documents/tzitzikostas/tzitzikostas_verbatimreporthearing-original.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_5589
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20241017IPR24734/european-parliament-approves-more-efficient-and-greener-eu-airspace
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/10/16/eu-deforestation-law-council-agrees-to-extend-application-timeline/
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/commission-adopts-rules-inclusion-offshore-ships-emissions-monitoring-system-2024-10-16_en
https://www.entsog.eu/sites/default/files/2024-10/PR0328-241016_ENTSOG publishes the Winter Supply Outlook 2024.25 and Winter Review 2023.24.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/10/14/combating-desertification-in-the-eu-council-urges-action-for-a-sustainable-future/
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8 October 2024
The Council approved conclusions on climate finance ahead of COP29.

2 October 2024
The Commission proposed a one-year postponement of the application 
of the EU Deforestation Regulation and published an international 
cooperation framework to support stakeholders in the implementation.

27 September 2024
The Commission launched a consultation on the draft methodology 
for low-carbon hydrogen and fuels and published the final Terms and 
Conditions for its second auction for the production of renewable 
hydrogen via the Innovation Fund.

17 September 2024
The Commissioners-designate are announced. 

11 September 2024 
The EU Governance Regulation report shows that the EU has a 
comprehensive integrated legal framework and tools in place to meet 
its decarbonisation goals.

9 September 2024
The Draghi Report on “The future of European competitiveness” is 
published.

30 August 2024
New monitoring rules agreed for the EU ETS.

22 July 2024
The Council renews economic sanctions for a further 6 months towards 
Russia.

18 July 2024
The Parliament re-elects Ursula von der Leyen as Commission President.
The new Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation enters into 
force.

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/10/08/climate-finance-council-approves-conclusions-ahead-of-cop29/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_5009
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/second-renewable-hydrogen-auction-european-commission-publishes-terms-and-conditions-2024-09-27_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-launches-consultation-draft-methodology-low-carbon-hydrogen-2024-09-27_en
https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/commissioners-designate-2024-2029_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/eu-governance-regulation-report-eu-has-comprehensive-integrated-legal-framework-and-tools-place-meet-2024-09-11_en
https://i2.res.24o.it/pdf2010/Editrice/ILSOLE24ORE/ILSOLE24ORE/Online/_Oggetti_Embedded/Documenti/2024/09/09/2024-Draghi-report-PART-A-V3.pdf
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/new-monitoring-rules-agreed-eu-ets-including-non-co2-emissions-aviation-sector-2024-08-30_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/07/22/russia-s-war-of-aggression-against-ukraine-council-renews-economic-sanctions-for-a-further-6-months/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240710IPR22812/parliament-re-elects-ursula-von-der-leyen-as-commission-president
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R1781&qid=1719580391746
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27 June 2024
The EU notifies its withdrawal from the Energy Charter Treaty.

24 June 2024
The EU adopts 14th package of sanctions against Russia for war against 
Ukraine.

17 June 2024
The Council gives final green light to Nature restoration law. 

30 May 2024
The Council gives final approval to right-to-repair directive. 

29 May 2024
The Commission hosts the first General Assembly of the European 
Industrial Alliance on Small Modular Reactors.

28 May 2024
The EU and Australia sign partnership on sustainable critical and 
strategic mineral.

27 May 2024
The Council gives its final approval to the ecodesign regulation.
The Council gives final approval to the net-zero industry act.

24 May 2024
The Council gives its final approval to the corporate sustainability due 
diligence regulation.

24 April 2024
Parliament approves a review of the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) 
Strategic Plans Regulation and the CAP Horizontal Regulation.

12 April 2024
The Energy Performance of Buildings Directive is formally adopted.

Timel ine
Archive
2019-2024

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/27/energy-charter-treaty-eu-notifies-its-withdrawal/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_3423
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/06/17/nature-restoration-law-council-gives-final-green-light/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/05/30/circular-economy-council-gives-final-approval-to-right-to-repair-directive/
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-hosts-first-general-assembly-european-industrial-alliance-small-modular-reactors-2024-05-29_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_2904
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/05/27/green-transition-council-gives-its-final-approval-to-the-ecodesign-regulation/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/05/27/industrial-policy-council-gives-final-approval-to-the-net-zero-industry-act/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/05/24/corporate-sustainability-due-diligence-council-gives-its-final-approval/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/2115/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/2115/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/2116/oj
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_24_1965
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11 April 2024
Parliament adopts reform of the EU electricity market.

10 April 2024
The Parliament adopts new law to reduce emissions from energy sector, 
especially methane emissions. 

12 March 2024
The Commission publishes the Communication on managing climate 
risks in Europe as a response to the first ever European Climate Risk 
Assessment.

4 March 2024
The Council reaches political agreement on a recommendation to 
continue coordinated demand-reduction to secure sufficient gas 
storage for next winter 

20 February 2024
Political agreement on EU-wide certification scheme for carbon 
removals.

Political agreement on new air quality standards in the EU

19 February 2024
European Hydrogen Bank pilot auction: 132 bids received from 17 
European countries.

8 February 2024
Political agreement to ban all remaining intentional uses of toxic 
mercury in the EU.

6 February 2024
Political agreement on the Net-Zero Industry Act.

The Commission adopts an EU Industrial Carbon Management Strategy, 
setting out how to sustainably capture, store and use CO2.

Commission presents recommendation for 2040 emissions reduction 
target to set the path to climate neutrality in 2050.

31 January 2024
Commission proposes to allow EU farmers to derogate for one year 
from certain agricultural rules.

25 January 2024
The Commission launches Strategic dialogue on the future of EU 
agriculture

19 December 2023
Council approves Commission’s proposals to prolong energy 
emergency measures.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240408IPR20316
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240408IPR20309/methane-parliament-adopts-new-law-to-reduce-emissions-from-energy-sector
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/b04a5ed8-83da-4007-9c25-1323ca4f3c92_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/document/download/b04a5ed8-83da-4007-9c25-1323ca4f3c92_en
https://europa.eu/!kkV8xY
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_885
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2024/02/20/air-quality-council-and-parliament-strike-deal-to-strengthen-standards-in-the-eu
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/news-your-voice/news/european-hydrogen-bank-pilot-auction-132-bids-received-17-european-countries-2024-02-19_en?prefLang=it
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_679
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_680
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_24_585
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_588
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_582
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/agriculture-and-green-deal/strategic-dialogue-future-eu-agriculture_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/19/energy-prices-and-security-of-supply-council-agrees-to-extend-emergency-measures/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/19/energy-prices-and-security-of-supply-council-agrees-to-extend-emergency-measures/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/19/energy-prices-and-security-of-supply-council-agrees-to-extend-emergency-measures/
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18 December 2023 
Commission publishes the assessments of the 21 member states which 
submitted updated draft National Energy and Climate Plans.

8 December 2023 
Council and the Parliament reach a provisional political agreement on 
the Hydrogen and Decarbonised Gas Market Package, establishing 
common internal market rules for renewable and natural gases and 
hydrogen. The agreement also proposes the creation of the European 
Network of Network Operators for Hydrogen (ENNOH).

7 December 2023
Council and Parliament reach provisional political agreement on the 
Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD).

Council adopts negotiating positions on Net-Zero Industry Act and 
proposes an expanded list of ten strategic net-zero technologies.

28 November 2023
Commission proposes to prolong energy emergency measures by 12 
months.

Commission proposes the Electricity Grid Action Plan and publishes 
the sixth list of key infrastructural energy projects.

23 November 2023
Commission presents the first pilot auction under the European 
Hydrogen Bank for a total of €800 million of subsidies for renewable 
hydrogen production.

22 November 2023
Commission proposes a new forest monitoring law to improve resilience 
of European forests. 

16 November 2023
Council adopts EU position for COP28 and stresses that it will call for a 
“phase-out of unabated fossil fuels”.

Council and European Parliament reach provisional agreement on a 
proposed EU law that would improve the investigation and prosecution 
of environmental crimes.

15 November 2023
Council and Parliament reach a provisional political agreement on the 
Regulation on Methane Emissions Reduction in the Energy Sector, 
agreeing on deadlines for monitoring, reporting and inspection of 
sources of methane emissions.

13 November 2023
Council and Parliament reach provisional agreement on the Critical 
Raw Materials Act.

https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/implementation-eu-countries/energy-and-climate-governance-and-reporting/national-energy-and-climate-plans_en#national-energy-and-climate-plans-2021-2030
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/08/gas-package-council-and-parliament-reach-deal-on-future-hydrogen-and-gas-market/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/07/fit-for-55-council-and-parliament-reach-deal-on-proposal-to-revise-energy-performance-of-buildings-directive/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/12/07/net-zero-industry-act-council-adopts-position-to-boost-technologies-for-the-green-transition/
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-prolongs-energy-emergency-measures-12-months-2023-11-28_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_6044
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_23_6048
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_5982
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_5982
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_5909
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/international-summit/2023/12/01-02/#:~:text=The%20Council%20stressed%20that%20global,their%20consumption%20in%20this%20decade
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/11/16/environmental-crime-council-and-european-parliament-reach-provisional-agreement-on-new-eu-law/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/11/15/climate-action-council-and-parliament-reach-deal-on-new-rules-to-cut-methane-emissions-in-the-energy-sector/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/11/13/council-and-parliament-strike-provisional-deal-to-reinforce-the-supply-of-critical-raw-materials/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/11/13/council-and-parliament-strike-provisional-deal-to-reinforce-the-supply-of-critical-raw-materials/


30

v

9 November 2023
Parliament and Council reach agreement on Nature Restoration Law. 
Member states will put in place restoration measures in at least 20 per 
cent of the EU’s land areas and 20 per cent of its seas by 2030.

24 October 
Commission presents the European Wind Power Action Plan.

Commission publishes the 2023 State of the Energy Union Report.

17 October 2023
Council adopts negotiating positions on electricity market reform. 
The Council agrees that two-way contracts for difference will be the 
mandatory model used when public funding is involved in long-term 
contracts. 

5 October 2023
European Parliament approves Wopke Hoekstra as Commissioner for 
Climate Action and Maroš Šefčovič as Executive Vice-President for the 
European Green Deal.  

14 September 2023	
European Parliament adopts negotiating positions on electricity 
market reform and Critical Raw Materials (CRM) Act.

13 September 2023	
Ursula von der Leyen delivers State of the European Union speech; 
European Parliament adopts negotiating position on recast of the 
Clean Air Directive.

12 September 2023	
European Parliament adopts amendments to Renewable Energy 
Directive (RED III).

29 August 2023
Ursula von der Leyen proposes Wopke Hoekstra as Commissioner for 
Climate Action.  

22 August 2023		
Frans Timmermans resigns as Executive Vice-President for the 
European Green Deal; Maroš Šefčovič is appointed as new Executive 
Vice-President and Acting Commissioner for Climate Action.

19 July 2023		
Beginning of trilogues on nature restoration law; ITRE Committee 
adopts report on electricity market reform.

12 July 2023		
European Parliament adopts negotiating position on nature restoration 
law.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_5662
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_5185
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-strategy/energy-union/:~:text=Main findings of the report,-The report describes&text=In 2022%2C 39%25 of electricity,time in
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/10/17/reform-of-electricity-market-design-council-reaches-agreement/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230929IPR06138/meps-back-wopke-hoekstra-as-commissioner-new-tasks-for-vice-president-sefcovic
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230914IPR05103/creating-a-more-stable-affordable-and-sustainable-electricity-market
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230914IPR05103/creating-a-more-stable-affordable-and-sustainable-electricity-market
C:\Users\loren\Desktop\IAI\GDW\GDW 11\Parliament adopts negotiating position on Critical Raw Materials (CRM) Act
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_23_4426
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230911IPR04926/meps-back-plans-to-boost-use-of-renewable-energy
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_23_4293
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4223
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230717IPR03028/meps-back-plans-for-a-more-affordable-and-consumer-friendly-electricity-market
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230707IPR02433/nature-restoration-law-meps-adopt-position-for-negotiations-with-council#:~:text=The%20EU%20must%20have%20restoration,300%20against%20and%2013%20abstentions.
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11 July 2023		
Commission presents Greening Freight Transport Package; Parliament 
adopts agreement on recast of Energy Efficiency Directive; European 
Parliament adopts negotiating position on Industrial Emissions 
Directive.

7 July 2023		
Commission presents a proposal for coordinated withdrawal from 
Energy Charter Treaty.

EU Energy Platform: Commission launches second tender for joint gas 
purchases.

27 June 2023
Amended version of the Nature Restoration Law does not reach the 
majority in the Environment Committee; final vote sent to plenary.
26 June 2023
EU Energy Platform: Commission launches second round of demand 
pooling for joint gas purchases by EU companies.

20 June 2023
The Commission publishes the two delegated acts defining the rules 
for the production of renewable hydrogen.

16 June 2023
EU ambassadors reach political deal to approve the Renewable Energy 
Directive (REDIII).

8 June 2023
European Parliament reaches political agreement to approve the Nature 
Restoration Law after facing opposition from MEPs of the European 
People’s Party (EPP).

16 May 2023
25 gas supplying companies respond to EU’s joint gas demand, 
providing more than 13.4 bcm of gas.

After being approved by the European Parliament, the CBAM enters 
into force.

The EU Deforestation-free Regulation (EUDR) is adopted by the Council 
after its adoption by the Parliament and thus enter into force.

15 May 2023
EU Member States agree to raise renewable target from 32% to 42.5% 
by 2030.

4 May 2023
First joint gas purchase attracts demand from more than 65 EU 
companies.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_3767
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230707IPR02417/industrial-emissions-meps-support-revision-of-rules-to-reduce-pollution
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/european-commission-proposes-coordinated-eu-withdrawal-energy-charter-treaty-2023-07-07_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-energy-platform-commission-invites-international-suppliers-respond-second-joint-gas-purchasing-2023-07-07_en
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/06/27/meps-vote-down-the-nature-restoration-law-throwing-its-survival-into-doubt
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-energy-platform-commission-launches-second-round-demand-pooling-joint-gas-purchases-2023-06-26_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/renewable-hydrogen-production-new-rules-formally-adopted-2023-06-20_en
https://www.politico.eu/article/renewable-energy-directive-rediii-europe-climate-change/
https://www.politico.eu/article/renewable-energy-directive-rediii-europe-climate-change/
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-energy-platform-eu-attracted-over-134-bcm-gas-first-joint-gas-purchasing-tender-2023-05-16_en
https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism_en#latest-developments
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/05/16/council-adopts-new-rules-to-cut-deforestation-worldwide/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/eu-countries-finalise-425-renewable-energy-target-2023-05-15/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-joint-gas-buying-scheme-attracts-demand-65-firms-2023-05-04/
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26 April 2023
The European Parliament and the Council reach a political agreement 
on the ReFuelEU Aviation proposal

25 April 2023
EU Energy Platform: Commission launches first call for companies to 
jointly buy gas

Council adopts key pieces of legislation delivering on 2030 climate 
targets: Revision of the ETS Directive; Amendment of the MRV 
shipping Regulation; Revision of the ETS Aviation Directive; Regulation 
establishing a Social Climate Fund; Regulation establishing a Carbon 
Border Adjustment Mechanism.

21 April 2023
The Commission proposes a revision to the existing marketing standards 
of agri-food products

18 April 2023
The European Parliament approves the Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism (CBAM). 

30 March 2023 
European Green Deal: EU agrees stronger legislation to accelerate the 
rollout of renewable energy.

28 March 2023 
Member states agree to extend voluntary 15% gas demand reduction 
target.

28 March 2023 
EU ministers sign off on legislation phasing out sales of new polluting 
cars and vans by 2035. 

16 March 2023
Proposal for a European Hydrogen Bank. 

16 March 2023
EU proposes the Critical Raw Materials Act,  a comprehensive set of 
actions to ensure the EU’s access to a secure, diversified, affordable and 
sustainable supply of critical raw materials.

16 March 2023
EU releases Net Zero Industry Act establishing a framework of 
measures for strengthening Europe’s net-zero technology products 
manufacturing ecosystem.

14 February 2023
The Commission proposed new CO2 emissions targets for new heavy-
duty vehicles from 2030 onwards. These targets will help to reduce CO2 
emissions in the transport sector.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_2389
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_2403
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/04/25/fit-for-55-council-adopts-key-pieces-of-legislation-delivering-on-2030-climate-targets/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=%27Fit%20for%2055%27%3A%20Council%20adopts%20key%20pieces%20of%20legislation%20delivering%20on%202030%20climate%20targets
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_2366
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0100_EN.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_2061
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/03/28/member-states-agree-to-extend-voluntary-15-gas-demand-reduction-target/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-ministers-pass-2035-car-engine-ban-law/#:~:text=Backroom%20deal%20between%20Commission%20and%20Germany%20paves%20way%20for%20deal.&text=EU%20ministers%20on%20Tuesday%20formally,a%20small%20group%20of%20allies.
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-outlines-european-hydrogen-bank-boost-renewable-hydrogen-2023-03-16_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1661
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/publications/net-zero-industry-act_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_23_762
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13 February 2023
The Commission proposed rules to define what constitutes renewable 
hydrogen in the EU, with the adoption of two Delegated Acts required 
under the Renewable Energy Directive.

1 February 2023
The Commission presented a Green Deal Industrial Plan to enhance 
the competitiveness of Europe’s net-zero industry and support the fast 
transition to climate neutrality.

24 January 2023
The European Commission introduces the revision of the EU Pollinators 
Initiative.

18 December 2022
The European Commission welcomed the provisional agreement 
reached with the European Parliament and Council to strengthen the 
EU Emissions Trading System, apply emissions trading to new sectors 
for effective economy-wide climate action, and establish a Social 
Climate Fund.

9 December 2022
The Commission welcomed the deal reached between the European 
Parliament and the Council to help make the aviation sector ‘Fit for 55’, 
setting in law its contribution to our target of reducing net greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030.

6 December 2022
EU agrees law to fight global deforestation and forest degradation 
driven by EU production and consumption and the a political agreement 
is reached on the revision of the EU Emission Trading System rules on 
aviation. 

30 November 2022
The Commission proposed new EU-wide rules on packaging, to tackle 
this constantly growing source of waste and of consumer frustration.

24 November 2022
During the extraordinary Council for Energy, EU energy ministers 
agreed on  a Council Regulation “enhancing solidarity through better 
coordination of gas purchases, exchanges of gas across borders and 
reliable price benchmarks”, as well as on a Regulation speeding up 
permits to deploy renewable energies.

27 October 2022
The Council and the European Parliament reach a provisional political 
agreement on stricter CO2 emission performance standards for new 
cars and vans.

26 October 2022
Commission proposes stronger rules for cleaner air and water, including 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_594
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_510
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_23_348
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_23_348
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/12/18/fit-for-55-council-and-parliament-reach-provisional-deal-on-eu-emissions-trading-system-and-the-social-climate-fund/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20221205IPR60607/deal-on-new-law-to-ensure-products-causing-deforestation-are-not-sold-in-the-eu
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_7155
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/tte/2022/11/24/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_6278
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PFAs, several pesticides, bisphenol A and some pharmaceuticals.
15 September 2022
Commission proposes for an emergency market intervention to reduce 
energy bills for Europeans, through reduced demand and a revenue 
cap on some producers (among other measures).

20 July 2022
Commission proposes a “Save gas for a safe winter” plan to reduce 
gas consumption until the following spring.

22 June 2022
Commission launches a Nature protection package, focusing on 
restoring ecosystems and halving pesticide use by 2030.

18 May 2022
Commission launches the REPowerEU plan, a set of measures triggered 
by the invasion of Ukraine and focusing on energy saving, supply 
diversification and the promotion of renewables.
5 April 2022
Commission proposes two Regulations to phase down fluorinated 
greenhouse gases and ozone depleting substances.

5 April 2022
Commission proposes an update to the Industrial Emissions Directive, 
to modernise EU industrial emissions rules to steer large industry in 
long-term green transition.

30 March 2022
Commission launches Proposals to make sustainable products the norm 
in the EU, boost circular business models and empower consumers for 
the green transition, as part of the Circular Economy Action Plan.

23 March 2022
Following the REPowerEU Communication, Commission publishes 
options to mitigate high energy prices through common gas purchases 
and minimum gas storage obligations.

8 March 2022
As a direct response to the invasion of Ukraine by Russia, the Commission 
publishes the REPowerEU Communication, focused on energy prices, 
storage and diversification.

15 December 2021
Commission publishes a set of proposals for a new EU framework to 
decarbonise gas markets, promote hydrogen and reduce methane 
emissions, namely a Directive and a Regulation.

15 December 2021
Commission publishes a Communication on Sustainable Carbon 
Cycles, to remove, recycle and sustainably store carbon, which will be 
followed by a proposal for a regulatory framework by the end of 2022.

14 December 2021

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5489
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_4608
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3746
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/repowereu-affordable-secure-and-sustainable-energy-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_2189
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_2238
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_2013
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1936
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1511
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6682
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6687
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Commission launches a new transport proposal targeting greater 
efficency measures.

17 November 2021
Commission proposes two Regulations and a Strategy to stop 
deforestation, innovate sustainable waste management and make soils 
healthy.

15 September 2021
Commission publishes a Communication launching the project New 
European Bauhaus, focusing on initiatives and funding dedicated to 
energy efficiency in buildings.

14 July 2021
Commission adopts a large package of proposals to achieve a 55 per 
cent emissions reduction by 2030. The comprehensive package deals 
with revision of the EU Emission Trading System (ETS), the Effort Sharing 
Regulation, the Renewable Energy Directive, the Energy Efficiency 
Directive, a ReFuelEU Aviation Initiative (on air transport), a Regulation 
on Land Use, Forestry and Agriculture, a proposal for a Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) and a revision of the Energy Taxation 
Directive.

17 May 2021
Commission proposes a Communication on a new approach for a 
sustainable blue economy in the EU.

12 May 2021
Commission adopts a Zero Pollution Action Plan for Air, Water and 
Soil, to improve quality standards for all three, and reduce the impact 
on health, among other goals.

25 March 2021
Commission publishes an Organic Action Plan as part of its Farm-to-
Fork strategy.

24 February 2021
Commission adopts a new EU strategy on adaptation to climate 
change.

18 January 2021
Commission first launches the design of the New European Bauhaus 
initiative, dedicated to energy efficiency in building.

10 December 2020
Commission proposes an upgrade on the legislation on batteries, also 
trying to boost the European Battery Alliance, launched in 2017. 

9 December 2020
Commission launches a European Climate Pact, to spread awareness 
and increase the involvement of citizens.

19 November 2020

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6776
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_5916
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4626
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4626
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3541
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2341
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2345
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/organic-farming/organic-action-plan_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_663
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_111
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_111
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2312
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2323
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Commission presents an Offshore Renewable Energy strategy, aimed 
at increasing the current 12 GW capacity to a minimum of 60 GW by 
2030 and 300 GW by 2050.

14 October 2020
Commission publishes three significant elements for the Green Deal: a 
Renovation Wave initiative on energy efficiency for building, a Methane 
Strategy focused on decarbonised gases, and a Chemicals Strategy 
for Sustainability to strengthen legislation on hazardous chemicals.

17 September 2020
Commission presents its 2030 Climate Target Plan, raising its ambition 
to reach a 55 per cent emissions reduction by 2030.

8 July 2020
Commission adopts EU strategies for energy system integration and 
hydrogen to pave the way towards a fully decarbonised, more efficient 
and interconnected energy sector.

20 May 2020
Commission presents two key strategies: its EU Biodiversity Strategy 
for 2030, and its Farm-to-Fork Strategy to make food systems more 
sustainable.

11 March 2020
Commission proposes a Circular Economy Action Plan, to expand and 
integrate previous work on circularity into the Green Deal.

4 March 2020
Commission proposes a European climate law, aimed at reaching 
climate neutrality by 2050. 

14 January 2020
Commission presents two founding elements of the Green Deal: 
the European Green Deal Investment Plan and the Just Transition 
Mechanism.

11 December 2019
Commission presents the European Green Deal.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2096
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1835
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1833
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1833
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1839
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1839
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1599
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1259
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_884
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_884
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_908
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_420
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_335
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_17
http://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_17
http://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_17
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_19_6691
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