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In collaboration with the Embassy of Japan to Italy, the Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI) in Rome is 
organizing a one-day event comprising a morning closed-door Track 1.5 Dialogue and an afternoon 
public conference. 
 
This one-day event will bring together security practitioners and major experts from both Europe 
and Japan to analyse the implications of the War in Ukraine for further, realistic security cooperation 
opportunities between Japan and the European Union. Will European priorities lie in a cooperation 
with countries with an Indo-Pacific strategy, or in a ‘third way’, evading the potential ruptures of Sino-
American strategic competition? And will Europeans accordingly only consider multilateralism, as 
open as possible, even if its quality will suffer, or will it increasingly engage with mini-lateral 
cooperation possibilities, such as the Quad, the so-called D10 or even the NATO alliance? What 
role can the Union realistically play in a crisis scenario in the region, for instance across the Taiwan 
Strait, one of the major flashpoints for regional conflict? 
 
More importantly, what are the prospects for a sustained European engagement on the security and 
commercial fronts in the Indo-Pacific? And vice-versa what about Japan’s engagement in European 
security? The sustainability of maritime engagement is debated, in light of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine and its aftermath, the political divisions within the EU, and the US military repositioning in 
the Indo-Pacific. Last but least, what role for Italy? After all, the Mediterranean, Middle East, and 
Eastern Europe remain the main strategic priorities for Italy and the whole of Europe. 

 

 
  
  



 

 

 
 AGENDA 
 
 
 

 14:15-14:20  Welcome remarks 

  GIULIO PUGLIESE, Istituto Affari Internazionali; Oxford University and EUI 

 

14:20 – 16:00 Session I - Italy, Europe and Japan security contributions to the Indo-Pacific 

LISELOTTE ODGAARD, Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies 

Will Europe’s emerging Indo-Pacific presence last? 
 

 ATSUKO HIGASHINO, Tsukuba University ONLINE 

             EU-Japan connectivity and its implication to Eastern Partnership and (the potential) post-war 
reconstruction of Ukraine 

 
 MASASHI MURANO, Hudson Institute 

     Europe, Japan & Taiwan 
 

Chair: GIULIO PUGLIESE, Istituto Affari Internazionali; Oxford University and EUI 

 

Discussant: MATTEO DIAN, University of Bologna 

 
 

  16:00-16:30 Coffee-break 

  
  

  16:30-18:15 Session II - What triangulation between the EU, Japan and NATO? 

 

 MARIANNE PERON-DOISE, IRIS 
             Law enforcement at sea and soft balancing in the Indo-Pacific 
 
 MARC OZAWA, NATO Defense College 
              NATO’s Strategic Concept and Japan 
 
 TOMOKO NAGASAKO, Sasakawa Peace Foundation ONLINE 
             The Alteration of Disinformation -Lessons from the War in Ukraine to the Crisis in East Asia 
 

Chair: THERESA FALLON, Center for Russia, Europe, Asia Studies 

 

Discussant: LORENZO TERMINE, La Sapienza University of Rome 

 
18:15 End of conference 

 

  


