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New Game Changers in the European Union-Asia Relationship:
Rethinking Engagement and Regional Developments

April 16, 2019 at 3:00-3:15 Welcome
Associate Professor Bridget Welsh, John Cabot University

3:154:15 Setting the Context: New Developments in EEU-Asia Engagement
Chair: Giulia Pompili, Journalist Asia-Pacific, I/ Foglio
Professor Shada Islam, Friends of Europe
Dr. Mercy Kuo, Pamir & The Diplomat

4:15-5:15 Assessing Developments in Northeast Asia
Chair: Associate Professor Bridget Welsh, John Cabot University
Professor Christopher Hughes, London School of Economics
Associate Professor Antonio Fiori, University of Bologna
Assistant Professor Giuseppe Gabusi, University of Torino

5:15-6:15 Assessing Developments in Southeast Asia
Chair: Professor Shada Islam, Friends of Europe
Professor Romeo Orlandi, Association Italy-ASEAN
Dr. Nicola Casarini, Istituto Affari Internazionali
Associate Professor Bridget Welsh, John Cabot University

6:15-6:30 Closing Remarks with Reception to follow
Dr. Nicola Casarini, Istituto Affari Internazionali
Associate Professor Bridget Welsh, John Cabot University

Location: Aula Magna Regina, Guarini Campus, John Cabot University
Via della Lungara 233, 00165 Rome

Please RSVP to rsvpevents@johncabot.edu before April 15"
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Speaker Information

Shada Islam is Director for Europe and Geopolitics at Friends
of Europe and is responsible for policy oversight of Friends of
Europe’s initiatives, activities and publications. She has special
responsibility for issues related to the Future of Europe,
Migration, the Asia Programme and the Development Policy
Forum. Shada is Visiting Professor at the College of Europe
(Natolin) where she teaches Asia-Europe relations and has been
selected as a fellow by the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB). She
has been named as one of twenty most influential women in
Brussels by Po/itico. Shada is one of the authors of Friends of
Europe’s much-read “Frankly Speaking” commentary and is
sought after as a speaker, commentator, columnist and
moderator at high-level European and global events.

Mercy A. Kuo is Vice President of Strategic Services at Pamir, a
global risk intelligence consultancy in Washington DC, and
authors a weekly column on U.S. Asia policy at The Diplomat, an
international affairs magazine for the Asia Pacific. She is a
member of the National Committee on U.S.- China Relations and
advisory council member of the Asia Pacific Institute at the
American Jewish Committee. Dr. Kuo was most recently
president and executive director of the Washington State China
Relations Council in Seattle. She was formerly managing director
of the Committee of 100, a New York City-based U.S.- China
leadership organization founded by I.M. Pei and Yo-Yo Ma. She
was also senior project director and director of the Southeast Asia
Studies and Strategic Asia Programs at a U.S. foreign policy think
tank. Dr. Kuo formerly served with the Central Intelligence
Agency as a foreign policy analyst on Northeast and Southeast
Asian political, security, and military issues. She holds a Ph.D. in
Modern History from Oxford University.

Giulia Pompili is a journalist for I/ Foglio where she writes
about Asia. In 2012 she won the prestigious "Umberto Agnelli"
journalistic award from the Italy-Japan Foundation. She is most
recently known for her defense of media freedom during the
visit of Xi Jinping to Italy.



Christopher R. Hughes is Professor of International Relations
at the London School of Economics and Political Science
(LSE), where he also served as Director of the Asia Research
Centre from 2002 to 2005. His PhD (from the LSE) was on the
topic Taiwan and Chinese Nationalism: National Identity and Status in
International Society and was awarded the British International
Studies Association best thesis of the year prize for 1995. He
teaches specialist courses in the International Politics of the Asia
Pacific, Chinese Foreign and Security Policy and Foreign Policy
Analysis. His research focuses on the Asia-Pacific with special
reference to Chinese foreign policy and politics, with
monographs on Taiwan and Chinese Nationalism (Routledge
1997), China and  the Internet: Politics of the Digital 1eap
Forward (edited  with Gudrun Wacker, Routledge 2003)
and Chinese Nationalism in the Global Era (Routledge 2006). He
has various articles on Chinese politics and foreign policy, the
international politics of the Asia Pacific, international relations
theory and foreign policy in leading academic journals.

Antonio Fiori is an Associate Professor of International
Relations of Asia at the University of Bologna in Italy.
He has been a visiting fellow at the United International
College (Zhuhai, PRC), East-West Center (Honolulu,
USA), Seoul National University (Seoul, Korea). He
works in the fields of international relations of Asia,
inter-Korean relations and Chinese foreign policy. His
works have been published in journals such as The Pacific

Review, Korean Journal of Defense Analysis, and Pacific Focus.

Giuseppe Gabusiis Assistant Professor of International
Political Economy and Political Economy of East Asia at the
University of Turin. He is also one of the co-founders of T.wai,
Torino World Affairs Institute, where he is the Head of
Program ‘Asia Prospect’. He has been visiting research fellow at
the Australian National University, Canberra, at the East-West
Center, Honolulu, and at Warwick University, UK. His research
interests include China's political economy, China's Belt and
Road Initiative, Myanmat's transitions, foreign policy analysis,
the developmental state, and regionalism in the Asia-Pacific. His
works have been published in journals such as The Pacific Review,
China and World Economy, European Jonrnal of East Asia Studies, and
Italian Political Science Review. He is a member of the editorial
board of the online journal Orizzonte Cina and editor of RISE,an
online journal on contemporary South-East Asia.




Romeo Orlandi is an economist and sinologist, as well as Vice
President of the Association Italy-ASEAN. Professor of
Globalization and Far East at the University of Bologna, he also
teaches various post-graduate courses. Romeo is also President
of the think tank Osservatorio Asia. He was Trade
Commissioner for the Italian Government in Los Angeles,
Singapore, Shanghai, and Beijing (for Greater China). He is an
international strategic consultant for governmental institutions
and companies, a regular contributor to media, a member of
many scientific committees, a speaker at national and
international conferences and author of several books on China,
India, Vietnam, Indonesia, Singapore, and ASEAN.

Nicola Casarini (PhD, ILSE) is Senior Fellow at the Istituto
Affari Internazionali (IAI) and non-resident Global Fellow at
the Wilson Center in Washington DC. Prior to this, he held
positions at the Graduate Institute in Geneva; at the EU
Institute for Security Studies in Paris; at the European
University Institute in Florence; and at the London School of
Economics (LSE). His research interests focus on the interplay
between foreign policy, security studies and regional
integration. He has published widely on: EU-China and EU-
East Asia relations; Chinese foreign policy; East Asia's
security; and transatlantic relations. Nicola is the founder and
director of Orientedworld.com, a global consultancy platform.

Bridget Welsh is an Associate Professor of Political Science
and the Director of Asian Outreach at John Cabot University.
She specializes in Southeast Asian politics, with a focus on
Malaysia, Myanmar and Singapore. An author and editor of
numerous books and articles, her latest book is entitled The End
of UMNO?: Essays on Malaysia’s Former Dominant Party. She
received her Ph.D in political science from Columbia
University, language training at Cornell University (FALCON)
and B.A. from Colgate University. She is also a Senior Research
Associate of the Hu Feng Center for East Asian Democratic
Studies of National Taiwan University, a Senior Associate
Fellow of The Habibie Center, a University Fellow of Chatrles
Darwin University, a Senior Advisor for Freedom House, a
member of the International Research Council of the National
Endowment for Democracy and the Asian Barometer Survey.




