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Saad Djebbar

Saad Djebbar is an international lawyer presently living in London. He is a commentator and
writer on Maghreb affairs focusing especially on Algeria and Libya. He was educated at the
Faculty of Law, Constantine University in Algeria and completed his post graduate studies at
the University of London and the University of Cambridge, UK.

Anwar Haddam

Mr Haddam is currently Head of the Parliamentary Delegation of the Islamic Salvation Front
to Europe and the USA. He studied Theoretical Physics at the University of Algiers and
Nuclear Physics at Iowa State University, USA. Mr Haddam was on the staff of the Physics
Department at the University of Science and Technology, Algiers from 1986 until the military
coup d’etat in Algeria on January 11,1992. He was elected to Parliament in the Algerian
elections of December 26, 1991.

Alejandro V. Lorca Corrons _

Professor Lorca is currently Deputy Director in the Department of International Relations,
Faculty of Economics, Universidad Autonoma de Madrid. He has also taught at the
Univeristies of Barcelona, Valencia, Marmara (Turkey), Maharainiya (Baghdad, Iraq) and
Harvard. He works amongst other things on the economics of the Maghreb states and the
European Community. His publications include: Insuficiencia Alimentaria en el Magreb,
Obstédculos Desarrollo en el Orient Medio, En Prensa: La Economia del Magreb, The EC and
the Global Peripheral Policy (paper), Czechoslovakia, Poland and Hungary: Trade with the EC.

Karma Nabulsi
Karma Nabulsi is a researcher at Balliol College, University of Oxford, UK, cumrently working
on the Laws of War. She is an advisory member of the Palestinian Delegation to the Bilateral

Middle East Peace Negotiations. Between 1985 and 1990 she was Deputy Representative with
the PLO Delegation to the UK. From 1982 to 1985 Ms Nabulsi was with the European Affairs
Bureau of the PLO Chairman’s office in Tunis and with the PLO mission to the United
Nations before moving to the Chairman’s Office, PLO, Beirut in 1978.

Timothy C. Niblock

Dr Niblock is currently Senior Lecturer in Politics and Director of the Graduate School of
Political and Administrative Studies at the University of Exeter, UK. From 1969 to 1977 he
taught at the University of Khartoum, reaching the position of Associate Professor, followed
by a year at the University of Reading in the UK. Dr Niblock was Deputy Director of the.
Centre for Arab Gulf Studies at the University of Exeter for three years. His publications



include Social and Economic Development in the Arab Guif (ed.), State, Society and Economy
in Saudi Arabia (ed.), Irag: the Contemporary State (ed.), Class and Power in Sudan and
Economic and Political Liberalisation in the Middle East (ed.) In October 1993 Dr Niblock
will take up a position as Professor of Middle Eastern Studies at the University of Durham,
UK.

Ali Oumlil

Dr OQumlil was educated at Cairo University, Mohammed Vth University, Morocco, and the
Sorbonne. He is currently Secretary General of the Arab Thought Forum based in Amman. He
was President of the Euro-Arab Social Research Group (EASRG), 1986-1988 and President of
the Moroccan Association of Human Rights, 1979-1986. Dr Qumlil’s activities include:
member of the Arab Council for Childhood and Development and the Arab Philosophical
Society. He is also an Executive Committee member of the Arab Institute for Human Rights,
Tunisia and a member of the General Secretariat of the Arab Organisation for Human Rights,
Egypt. His published works include: Arab Reformism and the Nation State and The Notion of
Divergence in Arab Thought,

Susie Symes

Susie Symes is Director of the European Programme at The Royal Institute of International
Affairs in London. She previously worked at the European Commission in Brussels, most
recently responsible for the environmental aspects of Community regional policy in DG XVI.
Prior to that she worked on trade policy in DGI. She has held a number of posts in the UK
Treasury, London, including Treasury Co-ordinator of the Single Market Programme with
responsibility for briefing the Chancellor of the Exchequer and other Ministers for meetings of
the EC Finance Ministers (ECOFIN). An economist by training, she swudied at the City
University of London, St Antony’s College Oxford and the London School of Economics.
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1. Paper presented &t the International Symposium on EC - Arab World Relations: Politica!
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introduction

At the end of the last third of this century, with the collapse of colonial

empires and the demise of the communist block, the world is experiencing

profound and comprehensive changes eventually leeding to a New International
Order. .

international security, commitment to stable peace, respect of human
rights and cultural plurality, and economic prosperity are no more local or
regional phenomena. They are rather giobal issues that impact on the entire
globe.

The world has only recently reached a near consensus on how to address
the above issues. Political pluralism as a way for peoples to govern themselves
is being recognized by most nations of the world as the way to achieve these
aims. Indeed, it is an efficient and eelf - safeguarding path against tyranny,
despotism, and diclatorship. In order to reach the exercise of a mature and
responsible political pluralism, people in different parts of the world had to go
through various self - improving stages.

Algeria's struggle to rid itself of French colonialism in the 1950s has been

an inspirational example to many colonized peoples around the world. Today, in

-~ the 1890s, Algerians set a different example by successfully completing local

governmenta! and the first round of parliamentary elections; the most democratic

elections ever held in North Africa.
The Jslamic_Front for Salvation (F. |. 8.), a political party which emerged

from the people of Algeria as an expression of their identity and aspirations, and
whose mission is political, economic, éocial. cuitural, and civilizational, is
however being unfairly denied its victory at the ballot boxes, based on the false

assumption that Polilical Isiam is a threat to the *"Waestern World".



Unfortunately Political Islam is intermnationally being negatively perceived -

Perhaps because it represents a social change and a challenge to the status
quo - to the extent where in Algeria " human rights violations arising in the
context of the state of emergency, in force since February 9th, 1992, are
becoming increasingly institutionalized ..."[1]

A high ranking official of the US State Departement stated that "Those
who are prepared to lake specific steps toward free elections, creating
independent judiciaries, promoting the rule of iaw, reducing restrictions on the
press, respecting the rights of minorities, and guaranteeing individual rights, will
find us ready o recognize and support their efforts."{2] Few weeks before the
coup d' etat in January 1982, the US president declared before the U. N. general
assembly. "People everywhere seek governments of, and by, the people. And
they want to enjoy the inalienable right to freedom ... The United States support
those rights globally."

The F. I. 8. recognizes and adheres to the above principles of global
security, respect of human righte and economic prosperity through free
enterprise dynamism in non - strategic sectors. Indeed, the F. |. 8. has come to
oxistence in a part of the world where people have gone through different
frustrating experiences at all levels of human life. It intends, once in power, to

implement these concepls and build its relations with other nations on the basis

of these principles.

{1] April 1892 Amnesty Internationat Report on Algeria.

{2) Mr, Edward P. Gerejian, U.S. asslslan! secrelary of state, January 4, 1692 at the Mendlan

House.



- Why should Algeria be excluded from this "globa!" support for the
inatienable rights to freedom? Is it because of the overwhelming Algerian claim
for Political Islam?

This paper will be devoted to Political Islam in Algeria as a case study of
the implementation of a democratization process in a Muslim country. It also
dwells on some implications of this process on the future relations between the

European Community and the Arab World and the Muslim World at largs.

Political Islam and the West misperception

The_secularization attempt of Muslim societies in general and of Algeria in

particular occured during the ages of Western imperialism which attempted to
deestablish lIslam, destroy public institutions and replace Islamic law with
colonialist laws. Political Islam in Algeria aims at reestablishing Islam as a

comprehensive way of life through the institutionalization of a stable governing

system which ought to be representative of Algerian society in its plurality. A
system that has no resemblance with the theocratic system experienced in the
Waest for centuries.

The West foreign policy has been, perhaps, toe much foocused on
authoritarian governments. This trend was based on short - term considerations
of order and stability. It is high time, may be, for the West to consider long term
interests by expanding the concepts of freedom and basic human rights to

encompass concepts such as the concept of respect of cultural pluratism.

Political Islam is inevitable. The political experience of the Algerian

Islamic movement shows that in order to be able to avoid Political Islam, one has

to avoid the ballot boxes.



The Political Parcours of Algeria: Oct. 88 - Dec. 81

The political parcours of Algeria, since the tragic events of October 1988 till the historical
date of December 26, 1991, could be summarized as {ollows.

The Algerian people realized that no real transformation of society could occur without
changing the constitution and amending it. Indeed, a crucial memorandum was signed
and submitted, to President Chadli, by Sheikh A. Sahnoun, head of Rabitat Ad-Dawaa Al
Islamyab (the lslamic League of Dawaa), on belialf of the Algerian Islainic Movement. That
memorandum was intended Lo diffuse the multidimensional crisis facing Algeria, through the
promotion of the rule of Law, the separalion between the Executive, Legislative and Judiciary
bodies, the encouragement of free enterprise, authorization of freedom of press, freedom of
forming political parties, and organization of free elections at all levels. Indeed under this
pressure of the Algerian society, the constitution was amended in February of 1989. The
new constitution guarantees the freedom to form political associations. The freedom of press
was also & major breakthrough whose consequences are and will remain highly beneficial Lo
the transformation process. It was also realized thatl state controlled economy is an obstacle
on Lhe path of economiic prosperity. There was a desperate need for a belter management,
as well as a restructuring of the institutions. The weak existing infrastructure, alienated for
decades, was in need of a reconstruction.

The reconstruction of a society to a more ethical and productive one is of such an im-
portance that no other reform in any sector of life can succeed without it.

" Most of these attempts were unsuccessful since the Algerian people were lacking legiti-
mately elected representative bodies. In June 12, 1990 and December 26, 1991, the people
of Algeria spoke up for themselves and chose their local government officers, and their repre-
sentatives in the parliament, respectively. These were the first free clections that the country
had ever held since its independence in 1062. 1t was an overwhelming victory for the F.I.S
through the ballol box. This iliustrates the political experiment of the Algerian Islamic
Movement, and its leadership into bringing the rest of the Muslim World to a harmonious
coexislence within,a New World Order.

President Richard Niyon said in his last book Sejze the moment: ‘Fundamentalists can fill
the streets in the Muslim world with vocal demonstrations, but they cannot yet take power
through the pools’ (published in September 1991). The Algerian experience has however
proven that it was possible for an Islamic movement Lo take power through the pools, and
hence Lo be capable of establishing a strong and stable state. The question now is whether
the West is ready Lo accept this reality: Islam, at the state level, is back. Indeed the
Algerian experiment is a decisive test to the West: Will it honor its principles of buman
rights and freedom of choice for all the Peoples, and hence pave the way for the Muslim
World to follow the Algerian example, or will it ignore the aspirations of the Muslim masses
lo recover their idenlities, and hence build a new Iron Curtain between the two civilizations?
Certainly, the coniinuous support and condonement of dictatorial regimes will all but belp
establishing a World of justice and peace. '



The F.1.S and the Political Struggle for Positive Cliange

~The T7.1.5 program oulline:
The Istamic Fronl for Salvation is presenting global and compreliensive solutions to the
ideological, political, economical, social and cultural problems that plague Algeria.

The ideological frame presented by the LS is base on the fact that Algeria is part of
the Iskinic Nation. It takes into consideration the political culture of the Algerian sociely
as a whole. Considering the mosques as the heart of the sociely, which not only gathers the
people to worship, but also oflers them a forum Lo express their concerns on all aspectls of
their daily life is part of that culture. Al the same time the F.1.S does not intend and will not
altempt to build a theocratic systen, at the image of the system experienced by the West
for centuries. This was clearly stated by the leader of the Algerian Islamic Movement, the
late Sheikh Abdelhamid Ihn Badis, in Janvary 1938 in o paper titled ‘Basis of Governship
in Islany’,

No one has the right to manage the aflairs of the People without their consent.
1L 3s encombent on the People o delegale power or to take it away.

e also said in the saie paper, promoting the rule of Law:

‘I'he People will not be governed except by the Law that they chose and knew {he
benelits for themselves. Therefore Lhey obey the Law because it is their own Law,
not because il is iniposed on them by any other authority, be it of an indjvidual
or of a group.

He continued by promoting multiparty system:

The People reserve the right to discuss Lheir mallers with those in position and
hold them accountable for their actions and make swre they follow the choice of
the society, not their own,

So, by establishing a political party, namely the F.1.5, the Algerian Islamic Movement
chooses a honest competition through People's choice. The F.1.S has advocated the principle
of the respect of the will of the Algerian people, as expressed through the ballol box.

The political program of the 1.5 aims al institutionalizing o stable governing system. A
system which has to be representalive of the Algerian society in its plurality. The mesns to
achicve Lhis is through political pluralism, that fully guarantees, iimpleinents and preserves
minority rights. Sheikh Abassi Madani, the president and the spokesiman of the F.1.S |
repeatedly stated that one cannol conceive a strong and stable stale withoul guaranteeing
a free political opposition.

The iconomical program is based on the principle of economic growth. The world has
recognized that economy has passed the stage of cenlralization and state central inonopoly.
But it should also realize Lhat a totally Iree Market Economy is nol in accordance with the
preservation of stralegic interest of sovereign nations. Therefore the atiraction of capital to
revitalize the economy is seen as a necessary measure since the IF.1LS foresees the participation
in global economy as a building bloc of any country'’s economy nowadays. However, al the
saiye time, the relations belween countries and between inslitutions are to be buill on a
partnership basis to avoid over exploitation, and guarantees proper and sound management
of human as well as inalerial resources. The F.1.S will honore payment of all debis which
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have heen truly used for economical growth. However, one should not notice that any future
F.I.S led government will nor recognize any debt received by the junta who seized power
through the military coup d’etat of January 11, 1992.

‘The F.LS bases its social program on the principle that Man is the main axis of the
Universe, and the author of civilizations. The F.L.S aims at building the balanced society
where the right of life, the right to health and welfare benefits, the right to education al all
levels for all components of the society are guaranteed. The .S has envisioned its program
hased upon the fact that the Algerian society is family oriented, and on the principle that
men and women are to be granted the same status. The separation into classes is to be
avoided, and abolished by all ways and means. The late Malek Bennabi, another great
leader, and thinker of the Algerian Islamic Movemnent stated in his book ‘Conditions for the

Renaissance’:

The problem is neither a problem of men, or of women, but rather a problem of
the society as a wholc.

To sum up, the F.I.S is addressing all social problems in a comprehensive, scientific, and
genuine approach.

‘The cultural program put forward by the F.1.5 relies on the concept of coexistence of
civilizalions. It aims at the prescrvation of the cultural and historical traditions of the
Algerian society, as this constitutes essential elements of its identity. The rehabilitation of
science is ol paramount importance, lor a society without a decent Educational and Scientific
system cannot aim to any elfective prosperity.

With regard to International relations and Diplomacy, the F.I.S bases its approach on
moderation and equity in addressing World problems. The F.1.S unequivocally supports all
oppressed people and puts the issue of [Tuman Rights, collective as well as individual, as
a guiding principle for loreign relations. Honoring treaties with regional and international
bodies (concluded prior to the January 1992 coup d’etal), which respect the strategic and
national intevests of the Algerian People is seen by the F.I.S as a nccessity, since complex
geopolitical and economic ties require involvement on the world scene.

The above was a brief summary of the program the Algerian Islamic Movement proposed,
through its political expression: the F.1.S, to the Algerian People. This program was nothing
but the fruils of a hard and in-depth work doue by the Movement for more than six decades,
far from the spot light.

-].0cal Government Experiment;

Fully confident in its Islamic ideals, the [.1.S bases its policy on ideological challenges
and peaceful convincing rather than forceful imposition of ideas. These ideals have been the
practiced policy of the I.I.S . Siuce the overwhelming victory of the F.LS in the municipal
elections (local governments) of June 1990, in which a large number of highly educated F.1.S
militants were elected to office, it demonstrated ability to earnestly strive to improve the
living conditions of the population. These efforts were tentatively hampered by the central
government, by depriving the local government from many of their previous prerogatives, and

cutting their budget, in an effort to undermine their ponularity. In contrast., the population
enthusiastically supported the local governments tasks with voluntary human assistance and

additional taxes. i

It is this restoration of confidence and trust between the local governments and their
constituencies that won the F.LS the full support of the majority of Algerians, as shown by
the landslide viclory of December 26, 1992 parliamentary first round elections.
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«Parliamentary Elections:

Afler several delays of the parliamentary elections, which, under public pressure, were
scheduled to be held in June 1991, the rulers in Algeria decreeded a new electoral law designed
to give the ruling party (I"..N) an edge over al} other parties. This law was judged unfair,
and thus challenged by all major parties,

After the failure of all political means, the I.1.5 called for a political strike and peacelul
demonstrations at the end of May 1991, to enforce a change in the injdst elecloral law,
Despite the constitutional legality of such protests, the regime responded with repressive
means.’ President Chadli dissolved the government and declared State of Emergency. SHeikh
Abassi Madani, I'\1.S president, and his deputy Sheikh Ali Benhadj, along with five otlier
I*.1.S leaders were arrested. The regime also carrvied oul a broad based campaign of arrest
aiming al decapitating the I.I.S from its solid and broad popular support. According to the
Algerian league for the defense of Human Rights, three hundred people were killed and eight
Lhousands were arrested. Furthermore twelve thousands F.1.S sympathisers were fived from
their jobs. ‘

Despite the conspiracy, and the open hostilities from the regime, and deprived from its
top leaders, the F.1.S ? response was yet strikingly mature and responsible. A communique
co-signed by Sheikh Mouliamed Said, a leading member of the Algerian Islamic movement
and spokesiman of the Islamic Leagne of Dawaa headed by Sheikh Ahmed Sahnoun, and by
Br. Abdelkader Hachani, member of F.1.S Consuliative Council, on July 2,1992, says;

Once more the Algerian government rediscovered its usual apathy to political
opposition in general and to the Islamic movement in particular. A movement
which represents the aspirations of the Algerian People. This movement em-
barked on a project aimed at the implementation of Islam as a global answer
to societal problems...
‘T'he response of the government to the ideals and demands of the Algerian People
was a brutal repression, materialized in the killing, detention, property damage,
destruction of the Houses of worship, lerrorizing the civilian population and the
systematic destruction of the 1.8 party organs and its Headquarters...
hi the line with the polilical status and agenda of the I'.1.S as a genuine repre-
sentative of the aspirations and ideals of the Algerian People, and which slrives
to harness and mobilize commitied and sincere human resources for the sake of
fulfilling the Islamic project in accordance with the political rules, we
stress the following:
1- 1Inn the last meeling with Sheikh Abassi Madani, prior to his arrest, he insisted
on preserving the I'.1.S as a political party endorsing & global Islamic
solution, and whose vindication will be pul forward openly and in the context
of the Law....
To conclude with we call upon people to hold steadfast and be patient...
Darkness no matter how long it lasts, will give way Lo the dawn of justice, and
that is the rule of God in Creation.

Sheikh Mouhamed Said was arrested, in his quality of the new interim I.1.S spokesman, a
week Jater in the midst of a press conference with national and international news media.
After more than five months of emnergency law, and detention of the F.1.S leadership,
the government decided to revise the unfair electoral law, and reschedule the two-round
parliamentary elections. Moreover the Ghozali led government repesiedly promised fair
and transparent elections, and that it will abide by the pools results, regardless of the
participation rate. ’



On December 26, 1993 the Algerian voters went to the ballot boxes to choose their
parliamentary representatives. Of the 130 seats contested by some 50 political pariies, and a
number of independent candidates, 207 were decided in the first round, The 1°.1.8 obtained
188, IFI.S received 25, the ruling 17.L.N got 16 scats and 3 seats went to the independent
candidates,

Ou January 11, 1992 the military seized power and announced the'cancellation of the
second round of the clections, which were to take place five days later. Algerians were
denied their inalienablle right to clect freely their legitimate government, merely because
they preferred an lslamic State, a state of trutl and justice, over dictatorship and puppet
regimes.

b & inove to contain the popular anger, Mouhamed Bouadiaf, the so-called Listorical father
ol the freedon straggle against the French colonialisin, is called to head the 1ligh Counci
of State’ after a scll iniposed exile of 27 years in Moroceo, In a dramatic move, the 11CS
declaved a vear long state of cmergency, banned the .S | arrested its interim president,
Abdelkader Hachani, and curtailed the freedonm of press. Concentration camps were erected
throughout the Sahara deserl to detain many of the 1°.1.5 militants and sympathisers. More
than 30,000 people were detained without trial, and more than 200 people dead are the toll
ol a repressive and unpopular junta.

The arrival of Mouhamed Boudial to head the HCS was praised and advertised by political
analysts as a symbol of honesty and perbaps the only person who would bring back justice
and harmony o Algeria But it bhecine apparent that his assandl on certain segments of
the society was politically motivated and a certain vecipe for a disaster. On June 29, 1992,
Boudiaf was killed by his own body guard.

The arny again hand picked Col. Al Kafi to head the ICS and Belaid Abdessalemn
to forny a new government. Both of them heing ‘barons’ of the regime since 1962, these
nominations were a clear sign of (he return to the dark era of the onc party rule, and
despolic reginte.



The Aftermath

Eighteen months after the military coup d' efat of January 1992, allegedly
done for the sake of saving Democracy, the country's economy is in a free fall,
and does not produce the vital minimum for ite survival.

The agricultural sector is still unable to generate enough to meet people's
demands. Oil revenues are directed towards the refunding of foreign debts
accumulated during the recent yeers of corrupted governments, and towards
financing the import of products for immediate consumption. The country is still
far from having a real monetary policy, the only solution to the huge amount of
Algerian currency distributed without a real economic counterpart value, and
practiced by the regime since 1862, which is leading Algeria towards dramatic
hyperinflation in the "Russian way". Limiting itself to injecting, every now and
then, liquidities in the economic field without the slightest precaution, has not but
hastened the unprecedented catastrophy 1o which the Eouniry is heading to.

In attempting {o wipe out its latest defeat, the illegitimate regime launches
itself in a new adventure planning foolishly to discredit the F. 1. S. in the eyes of
the world public opinion. After having orchestrated the tragic bombing of Algiers,
where many Algerian civilians were killed, the regime in power imputed it to the
current ieaders of the F. I. §., Sheikh Mohammed Said, Abderezak Rajjame, and
Yakhlef Cherrati, using uncivilized means and in flagrant violation of the penal
code procedure as well as the informational code. -Resorting to “televised
confessions", at the image of Stalin's era, of one of the elected members of
parliament, who has been tortured to near death, can never be a behavior of a
“State of law".

This orchestrated tragic bombing is being used by the regime as a pretext
to persecute some F. |. S. representatives or supporters who are currently

outeide the Algerian ferritory such as Mr. Rabah Kebir and the sons of the



imprisoned F. I. S. leader Abbasi Madani. These representatives have been sent
abroad by the F. | S.‘l leadership entrusted with the mission to inform the
Western world about the Algerian case. Wae hope that the West receives the
people who have been persecuted in their homeland because of defending the
freedom of poiitical .choice as guests and treats them consequently with all due
honour and respect so that they can fulfill their missior-1 and let the world know
about the sufferings and the aespirations of the Algerian peoples. How is it that
ihe persecutors of the Algerién peoples and those who usurpated the free
choice of the Algerian peoples are allowed to freely move around the globs while
the legitimale representatives of the free choice of the Algerian peoples are not?

Being extremely divided by the streiched hand of the F. |. 8. to a serious
and responsible dialogue, the regime is hiding itself behind a State Viclence. In
the meanwhile, despite the hardship and the renewed and escalated despotism,
the Algerian people continue to stand by its faith and principles, and behind its
beloved party demands, namely the restoration of the constitutional institutions

and the resumption of the electoral process



Conclusion

The F. I. 8. puts the freedom to express views, the freedom to form
political parties, and the freedom to hold elections as prerequisites to the
achievemenis of its unique and genuine solution to the multidimensional crisis
that Algeria is agonizing in.

We would like to bring the following points to the attention of the Western
World and to the European Community in particular:
- Islam is the foundation of the Algerian society, and the F. |. S. is its expression.
-The F. |. S. success is a mere expression of the wish of the peopie to recover
their historical and cultural identity through a reat transformation of the society.
- The Algerians are not to be depicted as a symbol against Western interests.
- Historically, Western nations have had better relations with freely elected
rulers than with imposed military dictatorships. Indeed, stability of government,
reconstruction of the economy, and transformation of society cannot have viable
solutions if the free choice of the people is ignored.
- The New World Order, proposed by the Waest after the collapse of the

communist block, cannot be credible if it ignores any people's identity.

The Algerian odyssey will undoubtedly have very strategic repercussions
on the upsurging Muslim world. The positive nature of future relations between
the Muslim world and the West proposed New World Order is very much tied to
the success of the F. I. §. enterprise and the positive attitude of the Western
world towards it.

God says in the Qur'an:

"Say: O People of the Scriptures, come fo a common word between ourselves

and yourselves".



Locsl governments elections of June 12, 1990 in figures.

Inscrits: 12.841.769 *

Résultats des élections aux APC,

Suffrages exprimés: 7. 984,788
Bulletinz blancs ou nuls: 381.972
Taux de participation: 65,2%

1.

SIEGES D’APC

LISTE VOIX APC
FiS 4331472 856 ** 5.987 #»»
{54,2%) (355%) (45,7%)}
FLN 2.245.798 486 4.799 #4*
(28.1%) (311.6%) (36,6%}
Indépendants 931.278 106 - 1.427
(11.7%) (6,9%) (10,9%)
RCD 166.104 87 623
(2,1%) {5,7%) (4.7%)
PNSD 130100 2 134
(1.6%) (0.1%) (1.0%)
PSD 84.029 2 65
(1.1%) (0.1%) (0.5%)
PRA 65.450 2 6l
(0.8%) (0.1%) (0.5%)
PAGS 24,190 0 10
(0.3%) (0.1%:)
Divers #%4* 5.367 \ 7

L

* Tous les chilfres du vote populaire au niveau national ont été donnés par le ministére
de Vlntéricur, le 20 juin 1990. La ventilation du vote populaire au niveau de la commune
ct de ka wilaya n'a janais é1é rendue publique.

** Y comipris deux communes dans les wilayas de Khenchela et Tipaza oit les élec-
tions onlt eu licu en juiilet.

*** Sans les deux communes précitées.

**** PSL, PUAID, PAHC, APUA.
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Répartition des APC en fonction du nombre des habitants des comniunes

POPULATION FLN FIS DIVERS
plus de 50.000 * 2 59 2
(3.2%) {93.6%0) (3.2%}
30.000-49.999 *+* 4 64 4
(5.5%) (89.0%) (5.5%)
20.000-29.999 12 91 17
(10.0%) (75.8%} (14.2%)}
10.0(K)-19.999 101 280 59
(23.0%) (63,6%) (13.4%)
moins de 10.000 167 362 117
(43.4%) (42.8%) (13.8%)

* Dix-sept de ces communcs sont localisées dans la ville d’Alger, deux dans la ville

d Annaba.

** Sept de ces communes sont localisées dans la ville d'Alger.
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Répartition des sidges des APC dans les 30 pius grandes comntines AT S
COMMUNE Population*} FLN - | FIS DIVERS
(ran 599.000 2 24 0
- Cunstanline 450.000 9 24 0 :
Annaba 228.000 12 21 0 y e
Sétil 186000 11 6 17 0
Bainu ’ 185.000 6 17 ¥
Sidi Bel Abbs 155.000 8 15 0
Blicka 132.000 5 [} S 0
Biskra 130,000 ) 1?7 0
Skikda 129.000 10 13 0
Bejuia 119.000 12 3 8
Masiaganem 116.000 7 16 0
Tebessa 112.000 10 13 0
Tlemcen 109.000) 5 it 2
Béchar 108.000 0 14 9
Alger Centre 07000 | 67 14 3
Bachdjarah (Alger) 166.000 ki 20 0
Sidi M hammed (Alger) | 106.000 5 16 2
Tiarel 106.000 5 18 0
Bab El Qued (Alger) 106.000 4 19 0
Chlef 104.000 5 18 0
Tizi Ouzou 94.000 2 3 10
Djelfa Ly ALY () w4 i2 K|
El Bouni (Annaba) 89.000 4 1t 0
Bordj Bou Arreridj 87.0(X) 4 9 2
Kouby (Alger) B2.000 3 12 0 '
Bourouba {Alger) $7.000 2 13 {)
Souk Aliras R6.000) 7 8 O
Guelna 85.000 6 Y fl
Saida 85.000 6 9 _ t) A
Médéa 85.000 ! 14 | uee o
. , . |

* Toutes les statistiques de population sont tirées du recensement national de 1987.
“Les chiffres ont 1€ arrondis au millitme supérieur.

** N'a pas présenté de liste

- *** Liste rejetée pour violation technique de la loi €lectorale.
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WILAYA
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{hlef
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Ouin [l Buoaghi
Ratni
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||il\h;l ]
Révhar
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Ain Defla
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FI.N

14
4

6

22
17

16

i

(.

1?7

16

13
13
17
n

22 ;T LA

FIS

Al

1.

a5

29
25

46
17

n
4
28
AR

27
iR

tt
12

46
21

22 -

I

24

(8]

15
RY)

15
11

29
M
Al
19

a8

6O

ey =

et wd =AY

6

WA mem il W — t A B A

\.Uasé sur Je tablean
publid dans k¢ journal
llorigons du 17 juin
19%) avee des maodifici-
tinne IEpéres et aes cor-
clion,




T - £
: - -+ Basé sur le wablecau publié dans le
Lex résultaty des élections auy APW montrent: journal Horizons du 20 juin 1990
FLN majorité absolue e ret et 6 *
FLN majorité relalive ot tr e JRR q **
FLINAFIS @it oo e foass i
FIS majorité absotue 3’3 ;
IS ORIG TORIEVE oottt e a e e e saen s | 4 . F
Indépeadants magoré absolue ... TP e I ++
Bdependants maponibé relilin e e I 4+++

*Adrar, Tamanrasset, OQuargla, El Bayadh, [Hizi, Gl Tarl.
**Bejata, Tebessa, Khenchela, Souk Ahras.

L aghouat.

+Wm

++CGhardaia.

+++Tindouf.
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WILAYA

FLN

Adrar {23 9
Chilel 12 < 3]
Laghouat 17 7
Oum El Bouaghi | 11 4 25
Bt 12 &30
Bejaiu ERL) 2
Biskra 1S 422
Béchar 1N & 15
Bl 7 e 16
Bouna 11 =« )
Tamnrssel 128 2
Tebessy i7 A3
Themeen 12 <4 30
Tiaret 17 <422
Tisi Quzou 14 k|
Alger 12 ¢ 42
Dicifa 9 ¢ 28
ijel ¥ 430
Sénl i ¢ 32
Suida 15 ¢4 I8
Skikda 14 4 24
Sidi Bel Abbés 14 425
Annaba 4 =25
Guelma I8 4 149
Constantine 1 432
Médéa It 3
Mostaganem 13 ¢ 24
M'sila 13 ¢+ 24
Mascara 10 J'. 28
Quargla 20 15
Oran 12 '-r N
El Bayadh v~ « |9 12
Wizi =5 24 g
Bordj Bou Arreridj | 147 4 23
Boumerdés - 10+ 29
EiTarf- ¢ {20 | 19+
Tindouf‘_‘;ri_i-._; ~rTd {4
Tissemsilt aenr) 1204 21
ElOued o 1B e Y-
Khenchela * ] 13
Suuk Abras 19 I8
Tipaza i 426
Mila 10 $+29
Ain Defla 1 427
Nadma 14 <418
Ain Temouchent | 11 425
Gihardaia 1t 6
Relizane R + 4

X

Ripaitition des sicees des APW par wilava

PSL

-
RCD | PNSD| PSD | PRA PAGS| Indép.
3
1
2 I ,
| |
18 4
2
)
5 1
: %
R
1
26
I
| I
!
2 ! I
2
I
I I
ll .
| |
S
_. |
! 2 [
‘ g 3
1 -i‘ 3
v 1
. 17
S 2
R 1
1 1
I 2
1
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First round of the parliamentary elections of December 26, 1991 in figures.

JOURNAL OFFICIEE DE L& REPU’BLIQUE ALGERIENNE N1 . 4janvier 1992
CONSEIL CONSTITU’I‘IONNEL
i e ) P

PROCIAMAT]ON DES RESULTATS OFFICIELS DES ELECTIONS IEGISIATWES
Premier tour ; 26 décembre 1991

Proclamation du 30 décembre 1991 portant résultats officiels des élections

législatives du 268 décembre 1991 (Premier tour).

Vula Constltutlon notamment son artlcle 153 ;
Vu la loi électorale et le réglement intérieur du Consell Constltutlonnel

Vu I'ensemble des procés- verbaux requs des commissions éleCtorales, ainsi que:
les observations qui y sont portées et la mise au point des chiffres inscrits ;

Aprés délibération, le Conseil Constitutionnel proclame les résultats du premier -
tour des élections législatives du 26 décembre 1991 et ouvre la phase des recours a
compter de la date de ladite proclamation conformément aux dispositions de la loi
électorale :

'— nombre d'électeurs inscrits : 13.258. o954 ; ' o N
~ — nombre d'électeurs votants : 7.822.625 smt@mJ :
'— nombre d’électeurs qui se sont abstenus : 5.435.929 soit 41 % des inscrits ;
— nombre de voix exprimées : 6.897.719 soit 88,18 % des votants ;
— nombre de bulletins nuls : 924.906 soit 11,82 % de< votants ;

— nombre de siéges obtenus au - premier tour: 232, répartis par ordre
comme suit : S

1. Front Islamique du Salut : 188 siéges.
* . Nombre de voix obtenues : 3.260. 222 voix'; ‘

2 Front des Forces Socmhstes 25 sxéges o

Nombre de v01x obtenues : 510.661 voix. | | S e

3. Fron_t dg hbéra_t:on Nationale : 16 s:eges. . Vo
Nombre de voix obtenues : 1.612.947 voix. .

4. -Cahdidéts'lndépendant's ; 03 siéges.

Fait a° Alger au sidge du Conseil Constltutlonnel; le- lundi 23+ djoumada 2=,
l an 1412 H correspondant au 30 décembre 1991 :

[ O A

Le Prés:dent du Consez! Constttutwnne!
Abdelmalek BENHABYLES

O

-
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JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE [y 1

4 4j=|nvie1' 199
ANNENE H
ELECTIONS LEGISLATIVES DU 26 DECER 3IRE 1991 (1~ Tour)
_ ETAT DES RESULTATS PAR APPARTENANGE POLITIC:
APPARTENANCE VOIX POURCENTAGE NOM! 7 POURCENTAGL
POLITIQUI OBTENUES DLS VOIX DE SIbc... 2 DIz “EGLS
: EXPRIMLEES OBTENDL . .,-US
118 3260222 24,54 188 43,72
5 51066 3,45 - 25 5,81
FLN 1612947 2,17 16 3,72
INDLP 30926 233 3 0,70
uplt. - 9204 0,07 0 0,00
urP 4184 0,03 0 0,00
UID 8353 0,07 0 0,00 -
Ll RS54 0,04 0 0,00
JHCD 200267 1,51 0 0,00
RABI 9037 0.07 0 0,00
RUNA 928 001 0 0,00
NAI 1082:4 0,08 0 0,00
A UHYB 0.07... 0 0,00
N i (.00 0 0,00
BNA 2045 0,02 0 0,00
ANDI GEG7 0,05 0 0,00
RUMN TR (1,01 ) 0,00
Gl U0 IRV X! 1] 0,00
FAAD 30GI1) 0,003 0 0,00
1M 6575 0,05 0 0,00
5D G726 0,00 0 0,00
APUA 6155 0,05 0 0,00
Kby 1067 001 \ 000
HUALD 720 0405 ) 0,00
h% ISTaN ju2s (10! O 0,00
Do G164 0.0 0 A0
PEL 9272 .07 0 O
150 28638 0,22 0 0.0
PRA G782 0.51 0 | Bo0
FED DR , 0.02 0 0,00
'Rk 366H 003 0 0,00
AL 20048 0,02 Q0 0,00
pap 4472 0,0 -~ 0 0,00
AP 1222 0,04 ) 0,00
1INy K13} .08 0 0,00
(1Y 1176 0,01 0 G0
MDRA 10934 0,04 0 0,00
RIGA 125482 roe ! ] 0,00
iy 15 {3.00) 0 0,00
[ERIE A 0.7 0 0,00
1S ! 1186 0.01 0 0,00
AlP ey 0,02 ] 0,00
RINI 150094 Jas 0 0,00
1NiNSD JUEOY (.30 O (),(1)
EMNA BIG 001 ‘ 0,00
up 77l 0.06 L 0,00
SHARIAS 365647 (278 0 0.00
AL 54 L0 002 0 0.00
(AR i) 0.0l ) .00
) 0 0,00

NiAdD

0,21




Chronological account of the betrayal of democracy in Algeria: Facts.

13 Dee. 19910 FiS leader canlinms democratic appioach

Lixeerpt from an intervicw piven to Algicts Radio in Arabic by Cheikh Mohamed Said, member
of IS national consuliative council: “When the LS was {oimed as a potitical paity, it chose
honest competition tirough the people's chaice. For this 1cason, how could the FIS take power
by force with the all the Hlood,tears.and sulfering that would incur? FIS wants change, a
comprehensive and gradual change thiough the ballot box and throvgh the fiee choice of the
Algerian people without any guadianship or alienation of its will, [BBC MONITORING - SWB

16 Dec. 1991]

18 Dec. 1991 Govermmuent sets up Hunan Rights body

Algerian Council of Ministers sets ap human rights body 1o follow up and evaluate at all times
the meausies which the authotities will take to promote coltective and individual human rights.
(Algicrs TV in Arabic 18 Dec. 1991- BBC SWB 20 Dec 91}

1Y Dece. 19910 Political leader Opposes Islanic State

Hachemi Cheiif, PAGS coordioater, called today {or boycolting the legislative elections and {or
banning obscurantist partics, a refetence (o the Islanic partics. PAGS leader lTocused on the
danger posed by anyone who is calling for the buitding of an Islamic state. (Algiers radio in
Arabic 19 Dec. 91 - BBC SWI 21 Dec. 91)

27 Dec. 91: Election held

Picliminary Election results have been annouaced. Prime minister hints at irregularities in the
jpocess while FIS leaders expiess satisfaction. (Antenne-2 TV, Paris and Algiers TV in Arabic
27,29 Dec. 1991 - BBC SWI 30 Dec. 199))

29 Dec. 91 - FIS provisional leader calls for national unily

Abdelkhader Hachanid, chiadrman of the provisional bureau ol the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS),
stid in a news conference on 29th Dec. reported by Algerian TV and radio: “We stiess the nced
for cooperation and solidarity between afl the sons of the this Muslim people, in a climate of
brotherhood, a climate of love, in order 1o take the country out of ils various crises in (he
framewoik of Islamic principles.” Hachani also stated that il there weve {ivm goaraniees that
parliament and the government would not be stipped of their powers amd could implement their
programime, then the I:1S consullative council could re-examine the question of calling for early
presidential elections. On the question of a possible confrontation with the army, [lachani said
the army's constitutional task was to protect “the people's option™. “And we say that if we take
power through elections, the any will be 1equired Lo respect the people’s option and to delend
iL" At another point Hachani promised o respect the inlernational agreements signed by
Algetia, “pointing out that Algeria could not live isolated from the world.”

1ol 16




U Dee 1991 - Ofticial tesults of Thstround ol elections announced

The following official tiguies for the tirst round ol voting, supplicd Ly the Consitational
Council, were broadeast on 30th Deceriber 1991 by Alpiers Radio:

Mo, olegistered electors: 13,258,554

No. of volus: 7,822,625 (59% ol those registercd)
BUNVOICIS 5,435,929

valid voltes 0,897,719 (884 ol voles cast)
invalid voles 924,906

Total no. ol seats allocated 231

Istunie Salvation Front (F1S) 188 fvolers: 3,260,222
Socialist Forces Front (FIFS) 25 fvatars:  510.001]
Mational Liberation Front (IFL.N) 15 |wvoters: 1,612,947)
independent candidates 3

The radio noted that 199 constituencics would be contested in the second rotmd {un 16

January ) [NBC SWB - 1 Jan 1992}

3 Jan Y2 Politcal feader criticises reactions 1o eleciionresily

Mahdal leader Cheikh Djaballah appeals to the vital Toices of society, the vrganizations and
peisonalitics 1o join arally to defend the people's will awnd safeguand its choice, In a stticiment,
the Malwdih movenient says itis suipiised by anunexpected wave ol icactions thicatening the
security of the society and denying the people’s will, Nahdali appeals to the President ol the
Republic (o assume his responsibility, to protect this populay will and to be loyal to his
commitments. (Radiodilfusion-Television Algerienne, Algicrs, in French 1800 gt 3 Jan 92)

5 Jan 92 Prime inister comments on clection results

Speaking to joutnalists on 5th Jan, in aninerveisw ioadeast that day by Algerian TV (Algicis),
Prime Minister Sid Ahmed Ghozali said that (he fisst iound of the general elections had taken
place “gencrally in an atmosphere of calm aud secasswmance”, bul that moe than one miltion
peaple - “close to 42% of the egistered voters” - hiad abstained (1om voting, and that it had
become apparent that  “what has taken place was nat of the standard 1o which we, the
governiment and the people, aspited.” Ghozali remanked that Algeria faced n “painful paradox™,
and the government and the majority of the people feared that the electoral process “could
become inelely a tool with which to eliminate democracy™. e also said that the resulis of the
Iirst round of voting had indicated that there was a “demand for radical chagne”. The Algerian
Prime Minister atso defended the govenent’s secord on management of the economy and in

solving social problems. [BBC - SWIB 7 Jan V2]

5 Jan. Y20 FIS wigds anny (o “protect” the people’s electord choice

Rabaly Kebir, a leader of the Istpmic Salvation Foont (F18), had called on the army, “the vital
loce of the nation™, 1o “protect” the chwice made by the Algerian people during the 26th
December elections, Republic of Algernia Radio (Algices) reported on St January. In remarks
broadeast by Algerian television, Kebir iad also wiged the army not o yield o those elements
which, he said, wauted to shed Algerian blood, the riddio said, {BBC SWDB - 7 Jan. 92]
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6 Jan. 92: Presidency denies thiat Bendjedid received FIS leader

“Sources at the Presidency of the Republic have denicd iepoits published by the local press (o
the elfect that l’n‘t:SI_dcnl Chadli Budjedid has seceived the FIS provisional chairman, Cheikh
Abdelkader Hachani, or any other IS member. (Algicrs radio in Arabic 2200 gt G Jan 92)

8 Jan. Y2: Eight panties & independents to contest clections’ second round

Radiodiffusion-Television Algericnne in French anounced on 8 Jan 92 that eight partes would
coniest the sccond round ol elections on 16 Jan namely: FIS, FI'S (Sociatist Forces Front),
FILN, Hamas, RCD (Raily {fur Cultuse and Demociacy), PRA (Party for Algerian Renewal),
Nahdali, PSD (Social Democratic Paily) in addition to independents. 199 constituencics had not
yetelected their deputies. FIS would be fighting (ur 187 consliluencies and was tepiesented in
46 wilayas; FLN was also iepresented in 46 wilayas and was fighting for 172 constituencics.
FIES was epresenied in seven wilayas wilh 17 constituencies; the RCD and HAMAS five;

Hatdah two; the PSD and PRA one constituency cach. A total of 231 seats had been won since
the lirstround {BBC - SWB 9 Jan 92|

8 Jau 20 FIS leader says anmy has taken up positions thioughout Algeria:

The Chairman of the Islamic Salvation Front's {118) Provisional Execulive Buean, Alidelkader
Hachani, said on 8th Janvary that “a large number of woops'” had taken up posidons thrgughoul
Algeria in the previous 24 houws, France Inter (Paris) reported that day. Hachani made his
remarks at a news conference in Algiers. At the same news conlerence, according 1o
Radiodilfusion-Television Algericnne, Hachani said that he was “amazed” by the government's
reaction Lo the election esults and guestioned ils neutiality, citing conunents made by the
Alperian Prime Minister w French welevision. [e calfled on the Constitutional Council and the

Piesident o "prescrve the choice of the people.™

8 Lan. 92: Prime Minister Announces Cabinet resignation aller elections:

‘The prinie minister announced that his government would resign aller the general election.
(Radiodiffusion- Television Algesicnne, Algiers, in French 2200 gt 8 Jan 92)

10 Janm 92 Nahdab issucs statcient about national coalition

lis a statemient issued yesterday, the National Buican of the National movement pointed gut that
six paities have joined the National Coalition for Defending the People's Choice, {or the
formation of which Cheikh Abdallah Djaballah had called. The paities which responded to the
call were: FIS ; the National Salvation Front; the Istamic National Rally; the Algevian People’s
Union Paity; the Islamic Faith Paity [listed as Islamic Amane- Arabic al- Iman al-lstami which
means Islamic Faith}; and the Social Movement for Authenticity. (Republic of Algeria Radio,

Algicrs, in Arabic 0700 gmt 1) jan 92).

~

1 Jan 92: Algerian Picsident  esigns

President Chadli Bendjedid’s resignition on 11th January was accepted and confinmed that day
by the Constitutional Council, Algerian’I'V reported. Handing his tesignation to the Chairman
and members of the Constitional Council, Chadli Bendjedid said that he had decided o resign
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following rctlection on the cutient sitaation in Algeria and in view of 1ecent developients , and
in order not (o constitute an obstacle to any ideas which can prescrve the unity of (he com;u*y
He added that he had dissolved the National People's Asscimbly, and thus (he only official
mstitution which remains after the president of the sepublic is the Constiutional Council.

IEJan 92: Primme Minister Ghozali lnstiucts atmy 1o pieserve order;

Later on the 11th in an addiess to the nation which was telayed by Republic of Algeria Radio
and Algerian TV, Prime Minisier Sid Aluned Ghozali said that he had asked the National
People’s Ariiy as a preventive step, to lake the necessary measures 10 enswie the protection of
public security and individuals; he also appeated o the secuity forces and members of the civil
scivice 1o raise their effoits w the level of the challenge,

12 Jan Y2 Army iesponds to Ghozali's appeal:

In i stateiment icported by Republic of Algeiia Radio at 0200 gt on the 12th, the Minisity of
Delence said: Following tie President of the Republic’s stalement announcing his iesignation as
head of state, the National Peaple’s Avmy reiterates its loyally to the constitulion and its trust in
the existing constitutional bodies. Therefore, the National People’s Army coniplies, in
acordance with its duties towards the hometand, with the head of government's 1equest in
accordance with Law No 91.23 of 61t December 1991 which stipulates the paticipation ol the
Mational People’s Aty in the protection of public order tasks.

12 Jan 92: Chaiunan of Constituational Council naned as Acting President:

At 0400 gt on the 12th, Algicis radio said thal, according (o Aiticles 84 and 85 of that
chapter of the constitution which deals with the counliy's Exceulive, and in view of the {act
that the National People’s Assembly had been dissolved, the Chairman of the Constitutional
Council (Abdelmalek Benhabiles ) 1akes over the dutics ol the president of the republic for a
period not exceeding 45 days duting which presidential elections must be held.

12 Jan 92: IS, I'I'S Leaders Hold Limeigency Meelings:

A mceeting of the FIS (Islamic Salvation IFront ) consullative council was in progress, Republic
of Algeria Radio reported al 1400 gmt o the F2th Jan, ciling sowmces close to the Front . The
same 1adio also reported that the FES (Front of Socialist Forces) leadership was meeting to
consider its response lo Cliadli Bendjedid's 1esignation. ln separate teports on the 12(h, the
radio also noted the initial responses made by spokesmen for a aumber of political

vrganisations.

Radiodif{usion-Television Algeriennc (Algicrs), on the 12th, said that the PRA (Party of
Algerian Rencwal) had called [or calnvand considered that the resignation would help to prevent
a deterioration in the country’s curtent situation and that the MAJD(Algerian Movement for
Justice and Democracy-led by Kasdi Merbal ) counsidered that Chadli Bindjedid's decision to

step down had come o late .

12 Jan 92 Clections postponed

Following the resignation of Chadli Bendjedid on Tth January Algeria’s Constitutional
Council said in a statcment , broadcast the following evening by Algerian TV, that it accepied
that the Presidency of the Republic was vacant. Since the constilution made no provision {or a
situattion in which such a vacancy coincided with the dissolution of the National Pcople's
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Assembly, aud in view ol tse circumstances, the council said thal institutions vested witly
relevant constitutional powers must ensuie the contiuvity of the state and the functioning of jts
institntions . The statement was signcd by Council Chaiiman Abdelinalek Benlabiles and six
Councit members . Later the television sepotted that the Council of Ministers had melt that day
under (he chaivmanship of Sid Ahmad Ghozali, who informed the paiticipants of the
Constitutional Conncil's stance. In the circumstances, it was decided that the Higher Security
Council should meet immediately. ,

13 Jan 92: FIS calls on people and army to unite against authoritics

A statemient by the Istamic Salvation Front on 13th Jan., as 1eported Ly Republic of Algeria
Radig, said that the resignation of Presidint Chadli Beidjedid was unconstitutional, and
suessed that the tigher Security Council, under the consitution, was merely a consultative
body with no right Lo assumce power . ‘The FIS statement went on 1o say that the situation was
cxticely grave and “we must prepare ourselves for all eventualities to save the counlry | its
suvereignty and its sons™. In conclusion, il called on the people to protect their pioject and
choice, and Lo 1eject any conspiracy atmed at conliscaling their will and obstiucting the process
of change . The IS statement was also iepotted by France Inter (Pasis ), which said it called on
ihe people and the anuny o unile against the Algerian authorities, who were guilty of treason.

14 Jane 920 Thigher State Council Funmed

Algerian TV on 14th Januvary announced the formation of the Higher Sute Counctl, a five
mcmber body which would excicise all the powers ol the Piesident of the Republic, us
stipulated Ly the constitution. The twelevision named the Council's members as Mohamed
Boudiafl, IKChaled Nezzar, Ali Kali, Tedjini Haddam and Ali Haroun. The Council's term was
sct not exceed the end of the presidential mandawe 1esulting ftom the elections of December

TU8R, that is December 1993,

15 Jan 92: Reactions 10 {ormation of Ligher State Council (HSC)

- FLN Secietary General Abdelhamid Melui said at a news conference on 15 Maich bioadcast
by Algeria Radio that the FLN reparded the [ormation of the Higher State Council as

“unconstitutional'.

- IFI°S 1eader Hocine Ait Ahimed said he did not think the council would be able o 1esolve the
Algerian people’s problems.

- FIS provisional leader Hachani suid al a news conlerence on 15 Jan. 92, repoited by Algetia
Radio, that the events of recent days weie “a coup against the Islamic state, a coup against the
Algerian people”. He said that the aimy had made many arrests the previous night.

- In an interview broadeast by Republic of Algeria radio on 15th Jan. 92, Boudial, Clinivman of
the Higher Stale Council, said that democracy wilhout civic sense  and freedom williout

discipline weie meaningless.
- FLN Sec. Gen. Abdelhiamid Melni, according to Algeria Radio, said that a {itst tecting had

taken place between FLN and FIS officials during which views were exchanged on the current
situation. The two sides apieed (o continue their dialugue.

- The National Gendarmeric had announced 15t Januvary the anest in a mosque of El Harzach
of 133 people who were wearing “Alghan diess™ and carrying out “provocative actions™.
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16 Juan 92: Boudial returns (0 Algeria

Buudi.n('s‘ retutn toAlgeria fion Morocco on 16 Jan, alter 30 yeats in exile, was telayed by
f\‘igcn:'m I'v. He was welcomed by Prime Minister Ghozali, meimbers of the Higher State
Council and Constitutional Council, and senior anny officers.

16 Jan 92: IS leader appeals to people not w be “proveked”

o an interview on 16t Jan. for Republic of Algeria Radio, Hachani said the FIS would takce
legal action “in the appropriate forum w appeal against e legitimacy of the decision o suspend
(he clecloral process.” He urged the people of Algeria “1o show caution and vigilance and not to

respond 10 any provocation.”

16 Jan 92: Boudial sown inas Chainman of 1lighter State Council.

I his addiess o the nation after be was swoin in, Boudial said he had rearned to join the
ranks of men and women who were standing finm in the tace of this challenge. e declied that
the state’s institutions must be respected and a “sound demociatic progranuune’ must be
puisued. He said: “Decmocracy docs notimean anachy, nor does it mean insulting state

institutions.”

18 Jan 92: Fuither developments
- Algeria calls ambassadors from Teluan and Pavis.
- Highter State Council meels and scts objectives.

- Soldier killed and two gendarmes wounded inan attack by unknown armed persons on an
observation post on the outskiils of Algicrs.

20 Jan 92: FIS leadet warns against dissolution of Fionl

In an juterview broadcast by Antenne-2 TV (Paris) on 20t Jaa., FIS provisional leader
Hachani said: "1l the authotites dissolve the Istamic Salvation Front the people will answer.™
Iie said that for some days the avthoritics had been ariesting members of parliament, FFiS

tepresentatives, without any reason.

The Higher State Council issued a communique warning those involved in altacks on members
of the security forees that it would use all the means al the state’s disposal o apply the law

suicty and fully.

21 Jan. Y2 Prime Minister says foieign intevference in intcrnal alfaits “unacceplable™ and
accuses bran ol involvement in Algerian aflais:

The remank was madce by the Prime Minister during his meetings with members of tuee Belgian
information media. He said: “We want to secure all the conditions for the onset of an authentic
democracy.” In a statement o ‘La Libre Belgique’, Ghozali said: “"We had evidence of lran's
participation in ali of the illegal acts which had characterised some conduct during and afier the
clections, and that lran's parlicipation was not confined to making a financial contribution.”
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2] Jan. 92: Cabinet discusses rclorm of mosque management:

Algicrs radio reported on Jan 22 that in its 21 Jan meeling, the Algerian cabinet discussed
appropriale measures regarding the lmpu‘uimn ol strictiespect for laws inside mosques in ordey
o encourage religious and educational practices, and (o prohibit any partisan activity.

22 Jan. 92: I'1S Provisional Leaders Hachani Anested:

Republic of Algeria Radio reported on 22 Jan that Cheikh Abdelkader Hachani, the head of thie
provisional executive burcau of Algeria’s Islamic Salvation Front had been arcsted. Light
journalists hom the daily “El-Khaba ™ weie also anested that day. According o the statement by

the Gendarmeric, Hachani's anest was ordered by the judiciary in Algicrs loliowing a casc

submitted against him by the Ministry ol Delense, in which it accused Hachani of inciting
clements of the People’s National Atmy 1o mutiny.

On the same day Radioditfusion-"Television Algericnne ieported that the Wali (governory of
Algicis had banned all gatherings near mosques.

22 Jan 92 Boudial says “Islamic Paity no needed”

Boudial says Algeria does not need an Istamic party 1o be an Ishunic country. Statement was
made during his meeting with the Algerinn army high command.

22 Jan 92 IS condemns artest of Hachani, jouinalists
I'1S issued a statcment condemning the anest ol Hiachaoi and journalists f[rom the "Al-Khabar’
and the "Al-Balagh' newspapers. The FIS further denounced the decision by the Governor of

Algiers 1o ban (e holding of prayers in areas adjacent 1o mosques. The movement termed
fiachani's arrest as a "provocative measure taken by the Algerian leaders.”

2d Jan 92: New acting IS teader named

AP reported that the Islamic Salvation Front (IF1S) named Othmane Aissani, Deputy Chairman
ol its Provisional Execulive Burcau, as its acling leader, afler the artest of Abdelkader Iachani.

25 Jan 92; 11SC says no partics will be dissolved

Algerian TV reported on 25 Jan that the Higher State Council planned no measures (o dissolve
any political party which acted within the {ramework of lirm respect for constitutional and legal

measures.

25 Jan 92;

Four Spanisk: journalists expelled [rom Algeria arrive in Madrid.
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26 Jan. 92: Autharitics seize 1S publications:

Inareport carvied by Algevian TV in Arabic on 20 Jan, the gendinmerie command conlinmed
that the act of confiscating issuc no. 74 ol the weekly "E-Mounkid’, mouthpicce of the Islamic
Salvation Fronl (FIS), was catried out on orders frum the public prosecutor at the Hocine Dey
couit beeause it contained inflammatory topics against slate institttions. In a related repoit
broadcast by Radiodilfusion-Telcvision Algericnne in Fiench on the same day, FIS sources
denied that the said edition of the weekly publication contained any provocative topics aimed
against slate institutions. The sowrces added that the seizure was not carried oul on te basis of a
judicial decision as the gendannes presented no documents 1o the managers of the paper when

they lrned up at the printing-wuiks.

27 Jan ¥2: Mcembers of the Istamic Salvation Fromt Ancested

The Nationa! Gendarmeric command has announced that a member of the FIS [Islamic
Satvation Front ] town councit of Dellys was brought Lefore the state prosecutor in Dellys's
coutt yesteday, The court ordered him to be held in custody, accusig him of incitemnt to revoll
during tast week's Priday prayess at one of the mosques ol the town. Qa the same day another
person was preseited to the public prosecutor’s ollice in the town  of Chelil on the same
charge. The acused, who is a members of the FIS, was placed in custody at the request of the
state prosecutor. The National Gendarmerie command adds finally that another person charged
with incitement o revolt in the mosque in the wown ol Bou Saada was brought before the stte
prosccutor in the cowrt of the town, which ordered him 1o be held in custody. (Radiodilfusion -
Television Algerienne, Algiers, in French 1800 pmt 27 Jan 92)

27 Jan. 92: More measures taken against FIS leaders:

In Algeria 14 FIS leaders have been put wnder lock and key, 20 Imams have been taken in for
questioning, and several dozen sympathiscrs have been anested since last Friday [241h
Janvary}. TFor his part, the Algerian Interior Minister reiterates that the govermment will not give
in 10 pressure from the FIS. The state will excrcise with detcomination its prerogatives as (he
keeper of public order, he says. (France Inter, Paris 2130 gt 27 Jan 92)

27 Jan 92: El - khabar” journalists appear in court

This alternoon, the director, chicl editor and his assistant of {El -khabar] appeared befoie
Algiers court accused of pubtishing and circulating a call that incited army elements 1o desert
which was signed by Mr Abdelkader Hachani, President of the FIS Provisonal Dureau .

(Republic of Algeria Radio, Algers, in Arabic 2100 gt 27 Jan 92.)

28 Jan 92 FIS official Rabaly Kebir and journalists anested

Algerian pulice have arrested one of the main officials of Istamic Salvation Front {FIS], Rabah
I(Lbil head ol Political Affairs and Forcign Relations in the Provisional Exceutive Buieau of

the I# lS in Algiers. (Feance Inter, Paris 1800 28 § jan 92}

28 Jan 92: FIS Weekly's Edilor arrested

Algerian gendarmes on Toesday 28th January anvested the divector of the Islamic Satvation
front’'s Arabic - language weekly Et- Mounkid, Salah Gowami, IFront sources said. ‘The latest
issuc of "Cl-Mounkid® was seized on Saturday 25th January because it contained what officials
cialled "subversive articles™.
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30 Jan 92: Governor bans gatherings in public piaces, collection of donations

The Wali (Governor of Algiers on 30th January banned public gatherings and te collection of
donations without piior permits in the wilaya of Algiers, Republic of Algeria Radio (Algicrs)
1eported that day - A totad ban was imiposcd on ** the occuation of any place, such as a squate,
oad, wall of hoarding . The validity of peumits Tor the collection of donations was limited to
only onc day. The collection of donations inside mosqgues was banncd.

30 Jan 92: Clushcs’crupl

- Algetian TV (Algicrs ) on the 30t reported a stalement by the Inlerior Ministy  warning
people against saying heir prayers ouiside inosqgues.

- France Juter ( Paris ) reported on 30th Janvary that clashes had taken place between
demonstiators and secutity forees in Constantine. ‘The clashes occurred near the court buitding

wheie live FIS members weire appeaing |

2 Ifeb 92: Prime Minisier denies resignation rumours

- Prime  Minister Sid Ahmad Ghozali, speaking al a news confeience during the World
Lconomic TForuny in Davos, Switzetland, denicd repotts saying that he was preparing to submit
hisaesigation . Republic of Algeria Radio ieported on 2nd February.

- Radio France Intermnationale reported Ghozali as saying in Davos that what happened in
Algeria has nothing o do with Islam, “Theie me always people everywhere who are ready w
exploit a crisis, IFIS in our casc and other extremist groups elsewhere” he said adding that the
action currently taken by the authoritics is not against democracy at all. It is clear that mosques
cannot be use for political purposes, Ghozali added. :

2 Ifely 92: Muore casuvalties in clashes with the Police

- A total of 20 people, including three policemen, had been injured and 25 people arrested in
disturbances during or alter Friday praycrs on 31st January, Republic of Algeria Radio said on

2 Feb 92,

- [rance Inter (Paris ) on 2ud Febraary reported that five people had died in clashes on 31st
Fawary . Moroceo Radio added that 109 people had been arrested on the 3 1st.

3teb Y2 : IS headquatters street scaled

A significant presence of National Gendarmerie [orces was reported by Republic ol Algeria
Radio o have gathered in the sticet housing the headquarters of the National Salvation Front |
FIS |, on 3rd February . The adio cited National Gendarmerie sources as saying that its foices
had been ordered to retake the building iv order to hand it back 0 the Ministry of Economy.
Republic of Algeria Radio Algicrs 1eported on the 3rd that 42 people had been detained during
the period 17th -25th Yanuary, on the orders of the judicial authorities, for disturbing public
arder and the management of iosques aystem.
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Mieh 92: Bnmlinl' refuses VLN leader an andience

The Piesident of the ”ibh(‘l State Counacil, Mr Mohaimed Boudial, is reported to have rejecied
it m;nu;l for an audience Drom the Suucmay General of the National Liberation Fromt, FLN,
Mi- Abdethamid Mehri. This is what the evening daily ERFMassa® wepotted,

31¢h 92 Mew Algerian leader says FILS can opreate democratically

Moliamed Boudial was asked in muinterview broadeast on Jrd February by Algerian IV Algicis
what would be the attitude of the Algerian authoritics o the Islamic Salvation Fronl, FIS © He
replied: The FIS is a parny like the other partics and is recognised as such. Maybe sonme people
have made staicments -which 1 have heard - calling for the disbanding of the front, but it wiil
not be done providing that the Nontaceepts the demociatic game,

3 Feb 920 Anti-FIS measuies, arests ieporied

- Anests continue in Algeria: officiat sources this evening conlivmed the arest of some 15
religious figuies of the Islamic Salvation Front for icach of the peace. (France Inter Paris

2130 pmt 3 e 92)

- Seventy-six persons have appearcd belore the court in Laghouat some 200 miles south of
Algicis . According to the court of Laghouat, 62 defendants, ol whom 10 were minors,
appeared belore the examining magistrate on Satwiday charged with breaching the peace,
gathering, havming the interests of the state, insulting state officiats and causing deliberate
bodily barm . {(Republic of Algeria Radio, Algiess, in Avabic 2300 gt 3 FFeb 92))

3 Feb 92; Algerian tights group tells Boudial of its concern at alleged excesses

Praring their meeting with Piesident Boudial, the peesident and members of the Algerian
League of Thinuian Rights expressed the league’s concern at possible excesses which could
undermine the ef{orts of the sceutity (owces aimed at establishing the authority of the stale.

Puring their meeting with Mr Boudiaf, the members of ihe Exccutive Bureau lalked aboul cases
where the rights and liberties of citizins in Algiers, Oran and Constantine had been violated.
(Republic of Algeria Radio in Arabic 2200 gmt 4 IFeb 92)

4 Febh 92: Five Killed in unrest in eastern Algesia

- I o starement issucd on Sth February the Governor ol Batna 430 km east of Algiers said (hat
five people had been killed and 28 injurcdt in clashes in the towan on the Ath. Republic of Algeria
Radio repoited .

- Radiodiffusion - Television Algerienne said that 30 people had been arrested on 4th February
during confrontations between demonstrators and sccunly forces in Constantine, where three
preachers, including two FIS representatives clected in the first round of legistative elections,

had gone on trial.
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4 Feh 92: New Consultative Council 1o be appointed by tegime

‘The consultative coucil due 10 be set up would consist of 60 members who would be selected
on objective bases, Algerian TV Algicrs reported on 4ih February, citing a statement made
that day by Ali Haroun, a member of the Higher State Council (I1SC ) and Minister for uman
Rights, to Radiodiffusion -Television Algerienne . Harown said that this council would not
lepislate. TOwould give views and advice and study cases only on the initiative of the L1SC.

5 Fehr 92 0 TIS mareh banned

France Inter Paiis on the Sth reporied that the authoritics had banned a march which the lslanic
Salvation Front (IFIS) bhad planoed to hold in Algiers on 14dh FFebruary after Friday prayers.
According to Radiodiffusion - Televition Algericane Algiess quoting a IS official , the aim of
the maich was to end political piracy, to continue the fiee electoral process and 1o demand the

rclease of political prisoners, particularly the °1S leaders.

6 IFely 920 Army units deployed, marches banned

- Army and police units were deployed on a farge scale in Algiers on 7th February before the
start of Friday prayers, Republic of Algeria Radio ieported that day.

- Algerian R'T on 6th Fibruary broadcast a statciment from the Interior Minister warning against
tie exploitation of Friday prayers 1o incite worshippers and childien o join marches aimed al
provoking the security forces and Lo defy the state’s authority , and reiterating the govenmment’s
detcrmination to fight severely, within the framework of the law, to safeguard public security .

- Republic of Algeria Radio on the 6th said the death toll in clashes in (he eastern town of Batna
had risen 10 §2, with 66 people injured.

- IFIS had called {or the continuation of the political process in Algeria as the only solution o
the political crisis.

9 Feb 92: State of Emergency Declared, FIS headguarters raided

- On 9 b 92, the headquaiters of the Islamic Salvation FFront (F1S) in Algeirs had been raided
by the security forces and a group of (FFIS) leaders and olficials arrested, Republic of Algeria

Radio reporled.

- Mohamed Boudial, the Chairman of the Higher State Council, had received the leaders of
cight political parties on 9th February and was expected to consult the leaders of other paities

later .

- Algerian TV at 1900 gt on $th February reported that a state of emergency had been declired
with immediate effect, as a result of the serious and continuous violations of public order and
thieats aimed at the stability of the institutions. The Interior Minister and regional governors
were given wide powers to arrest people, search houses, siop unauthorised strikes and ban

demonstations.

- AL 2200 git, Republic of Algeria Radio  troadcast an Interior Ministy statment which said
that steps were being taken to suspend and dissolve (the Islamic Salvation Front (F1S) because
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ol subversive actios that thicatened public order and siate institntions,

- Algerian TV reported on the 9th that two of the five people avesied at FIS TIQ thatmoming
had been members of the Nationat Consullative Council.

10 I'eh 92: FIS Radjem aresied .
On the 10, Reepublic of Algeria Radio cited press reponts that FIS information olficen

Abderrazak Radjem had been anested.

10 17eh 92: I'FS Leader Calls for Restoration of Demacracy

“Hocing Ait Almad, Jeader of ihe Socialist Forces Front (FES), wld Radio France nter Paris:

“Only a retuin o the demacratic process coud restore catm and recstablish confidence™. Asked
whether that process should include the IS he sald @ “With the TS of cowrse.”

15 Feb 920 Bondiaf promises o continue democratic process

Repoblic of Algeria Redio repited thal Boudiaf had metiepresentatives of the national press on
15th February and affirmed that the press must help raise public awareness of impending
dangers. Boudial affirmed the state’s determination 1o continue the democratic process and hold
a dialogue with all sections of opinion, as well as its intention {o respect the freedoms of

citizens, including fieedom of expiession .

16 IPely 92 - IFucther uniest

- AP on 16th and 17th Febiuary reported further unrest, including on the 16th the siege of a
buillding in Algiers fiom where shots had been fired at the naval forces FiQ.

- Continuing student unrest was reported in Constating,

17 el 92 : Five detention camps sel up in south, demonstirations contiue

The thousands of people arrested these past few days during combing operations in Istamist
ciicles are being deported o five detention camps sitvated in southern Algeria, The opening ol
these camps has been conlirmed by lawyer Ali Haroun, ihe Minister for Human Rights and
member of the Higher State Council. Lawyer Rezzag -Bara, the Secretary - General of the
Algerian Human Rights League, which is close (o the authorities, has for his part stated that
these camps ace siluated in the region of Reggane, Timimoun, Adrar and Ouargla. These
people, who are deported in specially chartered Hercules C-130 [wansport aircraf(], risk, by
virtue of the state of emergency, being detained for a period of 12 months.

Thus, the Algerian authoritics wre repeating what was done last summer during the state of
siege. Several human rights activists, including Ali Yahia Abdennour, President of the
independent League for the Defence of Human Rights, had then used the term “concentration
™ (o denounce these intermnments.

The long dist of arrests is not closed. The combing operations are taking place daily, mainly at
nightor at dawn. 'The anti-riol brigades surround the area, then plainclothes policemen go into
action and cheek the houses. Under the state of emergency measures, they do not necd either
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ancstor seach wariants (Radio France Internationale, Pasis, in French 1830 anmt 17 Fieh 92)

18 1eh 92 0 FIS Willing to talk to authaiitics, anests continue

- Fhie Istamic Salvation Front (FIS) in a telephone call o AFP on 18th February, said that it
wits willing to hold talks with the Algerian authorities if they respected the resulis: of the

cancelied ;:uwml clection, (he agency repoited.

- Algerian TV on E8th Febuary reported the aprest ol L menihers of an atmed group ealling
isell the Anned Ishiimic Movement.

- M AN Harown the Minister of Tonn Riphts and member of the Thigher State Council,
affirmed on uesday evening 18th Febauay that about 5,000 people bave been ancsied since

the begining of Februmy .

I8 ¥eh 920 FIS witling o hold tatks with authoritics

The Isliunic Salvation Frant (FIS) inatefphone call to AFP on F8th Febrvary, satd that i was
willing to hold ks with the Atgerian authonties if they respected the result of the cancelled
general election, the agency ieporied.

I8 Teh Y20 More atrests reporied

- Adgerian TV o 18ih Febrnary eponted the anrest ol T4 members ol an apmed group calling
isel the Avnced Islamic Movement,

- Mass arrests in south Mo Al Haroua the Minister of Hlunvan Rights and members of ihe
Higher State Council, alfirmed on Tuesday evening 18t Febroary that about 5,000 people
Ive been arrested since the begining of Febroary .

20 17¢h Y2 - FIS accuscs authoritics ol tartore, detention ol 14,000

According to IS, 14,000 people are reported o have been arrested by the police and the
gendarmerie duting the week of 6th -13h Februmy The FIS also accuses the government of
torture. So Tar, the Algerian governent has conlirmed enty 5,000 arrests. (France Inter ,
Pavis in French [BO0 gt 20 Teh Y2).

20 Fely 92 IS statement calls Tor serious political dialogue

- A stateinent by the Islamic Satvation Fiont (IF1S) dated 20th February, was received by AP
on the 23rd, that agency reporied. Signed by the head of the organisation's national
information commissin, Abderrazak Radjam, who has been sought by potice for the past two
weeks, the statement catled for a teturn to serious poliitical dialogue before violence becomes
the alternative for the parties which (the current Algerian lczulcrship) wanis o exclude. The
statement called for thousands of detainees Lo be ficed andefened to Algeria’s leadership as a
jinta which was trying to create a galthering ol opportunists amountig (o a return 1o single

parly rule.

- A separate appeal, also signed by Radjam, called on the FIS's clected local officials (o be
patient and 1o remain in the service of the people, AP added.
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24 web 92 0 LS statement  says 150 killed ; 30,000 ancsied

Clashes between the securty forces and Islamic fundamentalists had left nearly 150 dead and
7001 injured, and some 30,000 Muslim militants had been affected since the start of the
crackdown, according Lo the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) puhh(,nnon ‘Minbar El Djowmouaa’
qudlcd by AFP. The agency said it had received a copy of 'Minbar El Djoumouaa’ the official
or nn ol the FIS Algiers bureau, on 24th February, The IS said that 30,000 detainees weic
l)cmo held in detention camps in the Sabara at Timimoun, Ouargla, Adrar and Reggane; they
ingluded 200 mayors, 28 chairmen of regional assemblies and 109 parliamentary candidates.
ﬂuc 20,000 other people had been arrested but were fater rcleased .

25/17eh 92 ¢ Doudiaf sends envoys to Europe and USA to explain developments

Budial has asked Higher State Counci} Member Al ITaroun and ex-minister Redha Malek to
p|'0cu,(l to Belgium, be:nmny and Spain for the former and the USA and Canada for the later
0 pr!mn the recent developments in Algeria to the governments and public in thesc countiics.
Dunnn the comimg weeks missions will he sent to other countries Nicndly with Algeria.
(chul)llc of Album Radio Algiers in Arabic 0600 gmt 25 IFeh 92).

i
25'0eh 92 ¢ Lligher Stite Council on student disiwhances, repossession of parly properties

i
fhhe Higher State Council gave precise instructions o the competent authoritics to take all the
appropriate measures in order to put an end to the disturbances which have been noticed
Ieccnlly in university establishients and in order o guarantee that weaching is not iterrupted and
!lm( exams are held in normal conditions in accordunce with the programmes {ixed by the
umvmsuy authorities. The Higher State Council decided to ¢reate a special commitlee in charge
ol making an inventory of {he property and movable belongings of tie state which are currently

filvthe political character,

il

5526 Feb 92 0 Highter State Council member says only 50 killed in‘untest; 5,000 held

'1(\!1 Haroun lield a news cnference in Brussels in which he dealt with (he political sitwation in

Alacria. Concerning the number of those who were killed during the disturbances of January
fand the number of people currently being detained, Ali Haroun pointed out that the number of
those who were killd was not mose than 50 people half of whom were officers and privales
from the ranks of the Nalional People’s Army and the gendarmerie giving the number of 5,000

Jorthose people who were currently under arrest.

] - I . . . .
127 Feh 92: Boudial says country saved [rom Islamic dictatorship

“weanisterview with the French weekly VSD pablished an 27 February  Chairman ol the
MHigher State Council Mohamed Bouodial stated that Algeria has been saved from a major threal
in the from of an Islamic diclatoiship.

'53 NMare 92: “Three linked to clandestine organisation sentenced 1w death

- Dearl sentences were passed on 3rd March by the criminal court of ‘Tlemcen Judicial Council on
" thiee people connected with the Algesian underground group Hezbolab and three others were
scnlenced 1o erms ranging between 20 years and two months imprisonmet, Republic of Algeria
© Radio reported. Those convicted had been charged with forming 4 gang of oullaws possessing
weapnns abduction and murder, the radio said . :
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4'pMar 92: Algiers court dissolves FIS

- Thie following report was broadeast by Algiers Radio on 4ih March;
S :
(Text) We return now to the case of the Istamic Salvation FFront (FF1S). Our correspondent at the
Algiers courl has just contacied us and sent us the news that the administrative chamber of the

Algicrs judicial council has decided o dissolve the FIS.
L:Algerian leader says no parties based on religion

Mplmmcd Boudial, in interviews pulished in the 4th March editions of the Egyptian Al-Ahianm
and the Algerian LEssalem and reported by the Egyplian agency and Republic of Algeria Radio
‘_Fé!,épcclivcly, discussed his current foreign and domestic policies. According to the Egyptian
Agency he said that there should be no political parties operating on a religions basis: religion
should not be used lor political ends. A Radiodiffusion -Television Algerienne report of the Al-
Ahram interview quoted him as saying that such parties were unconstitutional. Boudiaf also
.Said that he hoped 1o organise legisiative and presidential elections in two years time.

f:."-"-‘, Mar 92: Algeria Radio welcomes bimning of 715

(Excerpts from commentary by Belazoug broadeast by Algiers Radio on 4 March 92) Bourn
thanks 10 democracy which it {the FIS] describes with engratitide as blasphemy, now its days
are over in the name of the same democracy . The dissolution of the Islamic Salvation Frontis
Awell and truly the result of any act of justice emanating from a judicial institution belonging (o a”
State of law . A party which was democratically legalised engages in terrorist actions unknown
Jbefoie threatening (o put the country (o fire and the sword - threats which have once again been
amade as you know by the leaders in hiding. Such a party cannot easily escape the
simplementation of the {aws of the republic.

5 Mar 92: Algerian Foreign Minister visits France

~After a one-hour meeting with his French counterpart Roland Dumas in Paris on Sth Macch
Algerian Foreign Minister Lakhdar Brahimi said that there was no longer any misundessianding
between France and Algeria, Republic of Algeria Radio reporied adding that Dumas had
stressed France's readiness (o help Algervia overcome a difficolt period.

5 Mar 92: FIFS condemns dissolution of FIS

The Socialist Forces Front (FFS) said (hat it rejects the dissolution of any political party,
especially as it takes place intime of turmoil such as the state of emergency and in an
atmosphere where complete openess is facking. The FI'S statement renewed (he party’s firm
position which rejects both the police state and the fundaméntalist state. (Republic of Algeria
Radio in Arabic 1200 gmt 5 Mar 92)

6 Mar 92; FIS comimunigue warns of calin belore the storm
Radio France Internationale (Paris) reportied on 7 March that several thousand FIS activists,
among whom were said to be four members of the FFIS Consultative Council, had gathered on

the 6thy at a mosque in Algiers (o hear the reading of “"Communique No. 21", which the radio
said was the FIS's first public reaction to the announcement of its dissolution.

[ 4



In ‘another mosque in Algicrs, Cheikh Ahimied Salnoun, one of the founder-members of the
newly-established Algerian Islamic Solidarity, had declared that the FIS was “indissoluble’ and
that Ramadan should be a tme of “mourning™ for those in detention.

9 Mar 92: Authorities dismiss six FIS mayors

The auvthoritics of Mila Province have removed from their positions six mayors who weie
clected from the FIS list of candidates. The six men weie accused of misusc of public propeity.
icy were veleased on bail. (France Inter, Paris, 2200 gt 9 Mar 92)

11 nMac 92 Prime Minister says 70 killed, hundieds wounded in February clashes

The Algerian government has given a new toll for the clashes last month between [slamists and
the sccurity forces: 70 dead and several hundied injured, according 1o P.M. Ghozali. Half of
those killed are reported to be members of the security {orees. (France Inter 11 March 92)

12 Mo 92: Interior Ministry issues statcinent on February clashes

lengthy statement by Intecior Ministiy in which measuies adopted during February incidents
are cxplained. Both statement and piess confesence held by the Interior Minister were ieported

by Algicrs TV on 12 March.

I4 NMar 92: Prime Minister to sesipn if peopte’s support is not forthcoming

Inaninterview with the French-tanguage weekly “Le Jeudi d"Algeric”, rime Minister Ghozals
said: "My work depends on the understanding of the Algerians, and consequently il my
government fails to meet wilh the desited response, [ shadl resigin” (APS in Arabic {4 Mar 92)

15 Mar 92: Governnient publishes detaince numbers

The Algerian Interior Ministy has just published new figures concerning the arrests ol
[slamists. In total, exactly 8,891 people are reported to have been arcested before 10 March,
Most of them are reported 1o be detained in the seven sccurity centies opencd in the Sahara
(Radio FFrance Internationale, Paris, in Ficoch 1230 gmt 15 Mar 92)
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God Almighty says in the Holy Qur’an:

" Say: O People of the Scriptures, come to a common word between

ourselves and yourselves"

Introduction

Between the mountain ranges and valleys of Bosnia and
Hercegovina, what used to be Yugoslavia’s Central Republie, one can
see, piercing through the skyline, the pointed tops of old minarets
of thousands of mosques. This remains a living testimony to the
forgotten Islamic heritage of the last remnants of Europe’'s
indigenous Muslim population, a people, a society, a civilization
possibly at the verge of extinction.

This is not a fate different from that experienced by the
indigenous Muslims of Cicily in Italy, Spain, portugal, Hungary,
malta, etc... many centuries earlier.

As a result of the bitter-sweet winds of change that have
swept through Eastern FEurope beginning in 1989, the Muslim
population of then Yugoslavia find themselves, for the first time
in the century, in a situation where they can effectively take
charge of their own political and social-religious future and chart
a course foe a better tomorrow. However, at the same time the
Muslims of former Yugoslavia have never been in a more precarious
and life-threatening situation as they are in today. |

This'paradox lies at the heart of the contemporary Balkan
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Muslim experience. It is a situation which must be understood in
light of the historical forces that brought about the birth of
Yugoslavia as a nation-state in 1918 and Ithe religioﬁs—ethnic
strife that has been the core of the micro-nationalism that has led
the country to a systematic -implosion along with the brutal,

bloody, and devastating war.

Historical Background

Islam came to the area in 1389. Over the next one hundred
years, Islam spread to the gates of Vienna and the walls of
Budapest. Duriﬁg this tie period, the serbs were able tordrganize
their activities in Serbian language, utilizing Orthodox churches
and other institutions as bases of operations, most of which were
built and flourished under the Muslim rule. As a matter of fact one
could even go as far as to make the assertion, in 1light of
historical data, that if there ever was any "greater Serbia" it
would have been under the Muslim rule.

Recent history has witnessed the creation of a Serbian-
dominated Yugoslav Monarchy out of the ruins of the fallen Austrio-:
Hungarian and Ottoman empires of post-WWI. Yugoslavia was
subsequently fefdrmed agaiﬁ gut of the ruins of WWII as an atheist
communist state. It was also during WWII that Muslims faced their
first major genocidal campaign and ethnic cleansing at the hands of
Serbian regular forces as weli as the Chetnicks (armed militia). As
a result of which 300,000 Muslim men, women, and children were

massacred without mercy. Under the communist rule the Muslims were
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guaranteed biological survival, but were sentenced to an

ideological death.

European Community and the Bosnian crisis

The demise of communism in Eastern Europe at the end of 1989,
has generally meant a sigh of relief for the peoples who lived
behind the iron curtain of communism, except for muslims who have
been excluded from the rule. Algeria which held the first and most
genuine democratic elections in the history of North Africa is
another striking example to the exception of the rule.

‘The following events, that took place in Yugoslavia after the

collapse of the communist block, are worth mehtioning:
What was left of the Federal Presidency (Serbia and its ally,
Montenegro), developed a plan -in respﬁnse to Germany‘’s move toward
recognizing Croatia and Slovania-, to create a "Greater-Serhia"‘
that includes Montenegro, all of Bosnia and Hercegovina, and
approximately 30% of Eroatia. This plan would ultimately result in
the loss of the territorial‘integrity of Bosnia and Hercegovina,
and the brutal ethnic cleansing against the Muslim population,
currently underway.

In response to a rapidly deteriorating situation the Republic
of Bosnia pursued a course of ensuing its independenbe as a
sovereign Republic. On October 15, 1991 the Muslim—ledléoalition of

the Bosnian parliament adopted a Memorandum of Sovereignty. The

Serbian parliamentarian walkout, led by Karadzee who made an

ominous threat in which he stated that the ratification of the
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Memorandum would catapult Bosnia into hellfire in which the Muslims

may perish once and for all.

The Izet Begovich government applied to the European Community
for international recognition at the end of December 1991. On
January 15, 1992, Europe, under pressure from Germany which already
recognized Croatia and Slovania, refused to recognize Bosnia and
Macedonia. The reason given by the EC is that Bosnia did not hold
a national plebescite to decide whether the people would opt for
independence. The Memorandum of Sovereignty should have fulfilled
this exact requirement. In any case the referendum was held in
February 92 and was ratified by the majority of the Bosnian
citizens. As a result of this selective prdcess pursued by the EC:

~the delicate balance hitherto had been in place between the

republics was deftroyed. The resulting disequilibrium led to

an open invitation to increased violence on the part of

chauvinistic elements.

~the recognitioé of Croatia and Slovinia led to a pressured
military concessions by the Serbian-led Yugoslav National Afmy
(JAN), including the relinquishing of some previously occupied
territory by the federal forces and their paramilitary allies,
the Chetnicks. These forces were subsequently repositioned in

the Republic of Bosnia and Hercegovina.

During this period the extremist elements within the Serbian
population became critical of its leadership for, allegedly being

so passive in regard to the UN and the EC peace plan. And hence we



have seen the disappearance of moderate Serbs from the political
and miliiary scenes. Henceforth the Serbs captured most of the land
and declared independence autonomy over it where Sarajevo would
serve as the capital, thereby declaring null and void the authority
of the duly elected leadership of the Republic of Bosnia as well as
the referendum.

The following meeting of the EC foréign ministers was
scheduled for April 1992,-where the expectation was high that the
statehood of Bosnia and Hercegovina would be recognized. Encouraged
by the EC inertia the Serbian forces launched a violent attack on
Saturday April 4th killing scores of Muslims on the day of the
celebration of "Eidul Fitr" in the town of Bjlieva. Similar attacks
were unleashed throughout the Republic.

Since then the 5cene has witnessed a dangerous escalation
culminating in the tofture, massacre, rape, forceful displacement
of civilians, conceptration and death camps, and the ethnic
cleansing of the muglim population in order to exterminate the
European indigenous Musliﬁs.

The Balkan Muslim experience is far from over. However the
hasty recognition of Croatia and Slovinia catapulted the Muslims
into a very precarious and deadly situation. The EC hesitance to
uphold the statehood o©of Bosnia-Hercegovina coupled with the UN
reluctance to send %n peace-keeping forces increased the likelihood
of a bloody aftermath. But only history will tell what went behind

the scene.



v

The Aftermath:

The world community has a moral responsibility to the people
of Bosnia and Hercegovina (and the Muslim population at large). The
necessary action is clear: the prompt and immediate implementation
of the London conference resclutions, the lack of which may result
in the radicalization of the parties involved and the expansion of
the conflict well beyond its current boundaries.

The EC and the world community at large should not dismiss the

t

idea of the wilful acceptance of an independent Muslim majority

ﬁ

state in Europe. J

As H.E. Muhameh Sacirbey, Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of the Bepublic of Bosnia-Hercegovina to the United
Nations, said: E

"Ethnic cleansin; is not a diplomatic or political problem. It

is a human rightﬁ problem. It is a crime against all of us. It

cannot be dealt;with through negotiation. Ethnic cleansing

J
must not be excu?ed, legitimized or appeased. It must be dealt

with through th% force of international law".

Conclusion

At the end of this century, with the collapse of the colonial
empires and the fall apart of the communist block, the world is
experiencing profound and comprehensive changes leading to a 21st
century new internaéional order.

Security, commitment to stable peace, respect of human rights,

cultural pluralityﬁ and economic diversity are no more local nor



the entire world today. Let us hope that the EC and the world
community will accept the notion of a muslim-~dominated state in

Europe and the political Islam that came through Democracy in

Algeria and will have a positive attitude toward it.

Algeria and Bosnia could certainly be the bridge that would
link the upsurging Muslim World with the Western World, and hence

would enter the 21st century with a meaningful cohabitation between

the two civilizations.
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