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"INCONTRO SUL DIALOGO EURO-ARABO®
IPALMO, Firenze, 22-24/IV/1977

' '
Couve de Murville: "La contribution du dialogue euro-arabe a la paix et la

securite dans l'aire mediterraneenne!

Khel 111, Ismail: "Le dialogue euro-arabe: ceuvre de paix et de cooperation"

Mohammed Sid Ahmed: "Theé Euro-Arab dialogue and Petrodollars"

Mustapha Masmoudi: "The role of information in the promotion of Euro-Arab

dialogue" .

Mohammed Rabie: "Prospects for the Euro-Arab dialogue
Rognoni,Virgilio: "Intervento per il meeting"
Comunicato finale
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-5 COUVE de MUKVILLE

La Contribution’du dialogue euroc-arabe 4 la paix et la -
sécurité dans l'aire méditerranéenne,

)

' ! - . - -
. . . ! .

- . . Une qﬁestioﬁ préalable : qu‘est_cé que le dialégue

\

euro-arabe 7

M. Maudling a traité dans le premier'rdpport des vi-

h cissitudeslde_ce dialogue,

. ) ) il
Ce titre seul montre qu'il y a des problémes;
. o

et des i
limites..

En réalité, depuis les années

3

tative, y-a-t-il un dialogue euro arabe ?

Deux questions : quels sont les interlocuteurs 7

quels sont les problémes 7

1 - Les interlocuteurs : du coté européen, la communiuté écono- >

k "~ . migue; '

'

du coté arabe, la Ligue arabe  ou uﬁQ;ﬂf
équivalent, ~deux entités qui cachent, ou ne cachent pas, des -

[N

désaccords profonds entre leurs membres.

pération'pd—;

, : _ , . : La C.E.E., : le marché .commun plué une coo

litique.

Le Marché commun est une réalité, qui a survécu.

.

a 1a.criée mondiaie, mais il n‘a'plus ltaspect triomphanﬁ'ﬂjil y

RV g




a dix ans et Certains_de-ses mémbfes“ont de graves difficultés.
'Cépendant il reste'ﬁﬁ‘intéflocuteﬁnmimportant.

La coopération politiqﬁe ntest pas une réalité
et le Conseil européen n'arrive pas a en dissimuler 1iine¥i$—
tence, La pluparfides-pays.membrés nf@nt pas 1fambitionlde dé-
finir et de mener une politiéue cémmuneu Iié ne ‘désirent pés

avoir d‘autre'politique‘que‘de suivre les Etats Unis, én'tOut

cas ils ne Véulent pas s'opposer a eux.

Les pays afabes, réunis dans 1a'Ligge arabé;:n’ont
pas la prétention dlavoir une politique chmune; méme s1ils
insistent sur-i’unité de la nation arabe. Entré'l‘Atlantiqﬁe
ef le Golfe arébique ou 1'0céan indien se trouvent une bqnﬁe
vingtainel@e-pays dont la situation, les intéréts et la poli-
tique.sont-fort différents, En gros i1l .y a le Maghreb,‘puis
les pays pour lesquels Isra&l est le premiéf'probléme, enfinr
les producteurs de pétrole.‘ | I

Le dialogue est doné difficile : 1l n'existe pas en

. A#ﬂkrd

fait deux interlocuteurs bien définis. iﬂfﬁqwﬂﬁwtfgﬁagik plutdt

ftune sorte de conversation générale, oi s'exprimeraient de

part et dl'autre des points de vue trés divers, Ce serait 1a

le véritable intérét. Malheureusement cela n'a pas encore com: -

mencé vraiment .

2 - Les problémes de la Méditerrénée.
De quoi devrait-on discuter sur le plan politique

entre Arabes et Européens; autrement dit en matiére. de paix

et de sécurité ? Nous reviendrons plus tard sur 1l'économie,

<

Deux cafégories : les problémes spécifiques et les

problémes généraux,

v

a) Problémes spécifiques : déux grands conflits

e
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en cours : le conflit arabo israélien

le conflit gréco tunc.
Y A ' RO A

Du second, pas question'd’én parler dans le

dialogue euro‘arabe. |
Turcs_et Grecs ne 1iadﬁettraien£ pas'et
cela ne servirait a rien,

Ltautre probléme intéresse, donc'cbnﬁerne,“tout
le monde. La paix'est en cause : au Moyeﬁ Orieﬁt, eﬁ_méme daﬁé'
le monde puisqu'il y a toﬁjours risqﬁe d?affronteﬁeﬁt éméricé—
no—sovié‘biquen |

C}est“donc un sujet majeur pour la-discussion.

.

Celle-ci est-elle possible entre deux blocs, eﬁropéen et arabe

e

Voilad la question. Si la réponse était positive, les conséquen-

.

ces seraient immenses,

Cela supposerait :

que les Européens soient d'accord entre eux,

I : ; 7 que les Arabes le soient également,

qu'il y ait du coté européen la volonté,
une fois l'aécord entre tous réalisé, dlagir comme une véri£a—
ble puissance que l‘Eurobe pourrait étre alors,

qu'il.y ait du coté arabe la volonté de N
coopérer'dés l§rs‘que lfoﬁ Séfait assuré du.désintérgssemeht
et dg l‘objectivité de i’Europe.

'Malheuréusemeptwléé conditions ne sont pas rem-

plies.

Les'Européens n'ont pas de vues communes,

dans la mesure ou ils ont des vues. S'ils parvenaient i se met-

tre d'accord sur quelque chose, Washington leur demanderait dl'en

rester 1a - cela s'est produit récemment.
Les Arabes eux mémes sont souvent en con-

flit entre eux : Syrie et Egypte sur la politiqueVdes petits
I ' n.e/-u.a



Ll;ﬁ_; _ - . ‘ - - 4 -
pas, Syrie efIrakkenrpermaneﬁce,;Egypte et Lybie, etc. Tl exis-
te d'autre part le ﬁ%bbléme desfPa$g§tihiens qui divise tout i

le monde, y compris les Palestiniens éux mémes, |

. ) ‘ ]
Au total une action collective de 1l'Europe est

trés largement une vue de l'esprit,

:

|

|

|

|

(

|

b) Les problémes politiques généraux de l'aire |
) L ' o

.

-méditerfaﬁéenﬁe sont évidemment‘la paix et 1la sécurité dans la i
. o | 7 |
régiog, au;délé;des conflits spécifiques qui peuvent menacer ;
A cette‘ﬁaix‘ét'cette Sécufité; Autrement dit il s'agit de 1'équi-
;o L S : S |
.1ibre général. Daﬁs:qne ZOné comme touijrs d'importance capif
tale‘aﬁx'poiﬁts.de ﬁue iniﬁiqﬁé,'stratégiQue'ét éconﬁmique,
qui intéressé non séulemenﬁflés riveréins,_mais des puissances
extérieures, européennes aﬁssi bien sﬁ;, avant tou£ URSS et
Etats Unis.
Ii en a tbujoups été‘ainsi. Les grandes
puissances, méditenrénéenneg ou'non,‘sont toujoursnintervenues,
' ' soit pour dominér, soit_pour‘ée cﬁmbattre.'C'est_encore le cas |
aﬁjourd‘hui.

Pour la Russie : trouver un accés a la mefrli-
bre, défendre les frontiéreg méridionales% organiser une‘éxpaqf
éion vers le monde arabé_étf1'05éan'indien$ -

Pdur L? Etats Unis : contréler face a lé Russie

1 v d I . . .
le flanc Sud de 1'Europe,/asseoir leurs rapports avec les

Arabes, survéiiler'les'produéteurs de pétrole, leurs accés et
leurs voies d'évacuatiOn.

Llidée d'une ﬁeﬁtrélisétion (évacuation
simﬁltaﬁée aes flottes améﬁicaine-et soviétique)-n‘est pas ré-
-aligte, en admettant_qﬁe certains le désirent. Les graqu veu-

lent toujours la liberté des mers sous leur contrdle.




Alors que peuvent faire les Européens et les
Arabes pour s'afflrmer 7 C‘est tougours le ménme probléme que

pour le conflit israélien,

3 - Quelles éossibi‘litésd_’action ?
Il<faut &tre réaliste, Cela conduit sans doute a étre modeste,
mais pas du‘toﬁt'é étfg négatif .,

Celqui eét imposéible :”des_éc§ords entre bloc euro-
péen et bloc ‘arabe, blﬁs'encore'des actions dg 1'un ou derl'au—
tre, ou des actions conjointes, car ces blocs‘n‘existent pas.

© . Un exemplé malheureuéément frappant : la guerre
civile au Liban. 1 n'y a eu a ce sujetAauCUne:réaction collec~
tive.en Eurgpe, ne serait—ce~gue"pour exprimer une sympathie et
offrir uné aide humanitaire, Encore aujburd’hui, on ne pense
méme pas a une-aide‘commune p?ur lalreconstruction.

Ce quilest possible -:

Sur le plan politique, essayer malgre tout dl'en-
tamer le dlalogue euro arabe, séns pretentlons exce551ves, mais

arce qu'il est toujours bon de parler entre amis arce gue ce
P q J ( [ \ » P q

Serait utile pour‘l'instructign des uns et des autres, pour leur

v

apprendre a mleux se connaitre et les inciter a prendre p051tlon,‘

Sur le plan economlque'll y a surement beaucuup
a falre pour developper les rapports (M. Ossola en parlera) dans
le domaine commercial et dans-celui du développement. Il ne sla-
git pas du petrole. Seuls certalns pays arabes en sont produc—
teurs et dlautre. part le probleme est mondlal Il s'agit des
echanges normaux et de lfalde au developpement des moins favo-
rlses, en comblnant les capa01tes technlques et industrielles de
l'Europe et ‘les capltaux des, pays producteurs de petrole°

En menant de front ces deux actlons, 1laction pollthue

cvefeu
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qui ggra forcément un peﬁhgcadémique, ltaction économique qui
doit étre conépéte e#&dyﬁamiqﬁé; on peut déja faire Seaﬁcoup,
T -
.en particulier mettre en valeur dans cette zbnc l'existence et .
les virtﬁaliﬁés d'une coopération éntre le_mpnde européen et 1er
mqﬁde.érabenfh f" '7.- _ .fl
i‘CeVQui est essentiei.:
au;délé des tentatiyeé'CollectiveS, ce sont les

rapports.bilatéraux; entre pays européens et pays arabes.

Pour le moment,la se trouvent les vraies réali-

!
tés et des réalités trés riches..

I1 y 4 1'histoire et les traditions (Italie,
Graﬁde Bfetagﬁe, Ffaﬁqe.;.) qui permetfent'dés éctiéné.en pro-
fondeur. : | | |

sur le'pian de 1l'économie et du-développe—-
ment, en liaispﬁ‘évec la Communauté;’
| sur le plan de la culture, de l‘édﬁcation'
et de la technigque,

| sar le plén politique.

J'insiste.suf la politique, puisqué clest mon
sujet, et qu'il nly a_guére de possibilités pratiques‘en ce do-
maine dans de§ cdntacfs collectifs- quant a une adtiqn,réeile;\

'en'partiéulier a prépos d!'Isra&l, puisque c'lest
aujourd'hui la queétion eséentielle.

il vy a des’pays, cfeSt le cas de la France, qui
ont les.moyens de ?rendre bdsitioﬁ; de faire entendre leur voix
et fiﬁalement peut-&tre de.se rendre utiles.

Depuis des annéés, les Etats Unis et 1'Union Soviétique
~ entendent étre les seuls a Sfocéupef duArégiement isfaélo arabe,
en dehors bién entendu dés.Etats directement iﬁtéressés. Leur
action, depuis laeréatibn de la Conférence de Genéve, a sirement

été utile, Elle ne slest pas montrée jusqu'a présent déterminante

.../.,;



puisqu'en pratique tout reste é faire. Il n'y a pas de'raisons

pour que les Europeens, méme. s! 1ls ne sont pas les fournisseurs

i

d'armes aux belligerahts;'ne pulssent Jouer un role constructlf
Y

ne serait~ce que parce qu!ils n'ont pas les moyEns, eux, de nour-.

rlr des arrler%s pensées,

Des actions 1nd1v1duelles ne sont nullement en

contradlctlon avec le deroulement parallele d’un dlalogue collec—w
, i

tif euro-arabe. En falt les deux se completent Les premiers l

]

pourralent méme etre de nature a donner quelque- reallte politi-
que au dlalogue, celui ci pour l’epoque actuelle ne pouvant

guere étre concret et p051t1f que dans le domaine economlque,

ce qui seralt dega con51derable.
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COLLOQUE D& FLORENCE GUR LE DIALOGUE EURO-ARABE

| FLORINCE 22/24 AVRIL I977

* 1% DIALOGUR EURO-ARABE : OEUVRE 1E PAIX ET D COOPERATiO Y
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Communication faite par Monsieur Ismall KHELIL
imbassadeur de Tunisie & Bruxellee au nom de la

partie arabe aw Dialogue.




I. GENESE DU DIALOCUE EURO--ARABE

Avent la guerre du 6 octobre, 1'Furope en tant éue Communaut
manifestait peuw d'intérdt aux préoccupations et aux aspirations du Mornde
Arabe. Son souci de ménager les intérdts et les susceptibilités-d'lsraﬁl
1ltemportait, de loin; sur sa volonié de s‘engager fésoiument dans une coopé-
ration confiante avec cette réghon du Morde. ‘ , |

ALe Conflit du.Moyen Orient, malgzéﬁ&ggcgfpffgyssions énormesr

qu'il a euss dans les rapports est-~ouest, n'a occupé Yqu'une place secondaire

‘dans l'ordre des préoccupations de 1'Burope des Neuf. Les vagues tentatives

de concertation et d‘'harmonisation menfes depuis 1969 par les Ministres des
: ' {
Affaires Btrangéres de la Communaulé en vue de définir une position commune .

sur ce probléme n'ont été qu'un exercice intellectuel qui n'a abouti & auncun -

accord.

Mame le mystérieux document de travail adopté secrétement
3 Bonn en I97I et renié par la suite par certains sous la pression d'Isragl 2
ne semblait pas avoir rallié 1'unanimité des Six qui formaient alors la ?
Communauté?., Pourtant les pays arabes, surtout apris la guerre du 5 juin I967
ont tout fait pour se rapprocher de 1l'Europe et multiplier les ouvertures en

ga direction. Ils pensaient qu'une meilleure appréciation de leurs intéréis

-conduirait les pays européens & établir de nouveaux rapporis fondés sur une

coopération mutuellement avantageuse entre les deux rives de la Méditérrande .
pourtant bien complimentaires sous tous les plans: gio-politique, siratégiqre

économique et culturel.

A tous les appels du Sud, 1'Burope,; dans sa grande méjoritéﬁh
est restéescurde jusqu'au moment ol les Arabes excédés par l'arrogance d'Isra

et 1'indifférence de l'attitude occidentale & 1'égard de leur ' cause ont déei-

de recourir & l'arme du pétrole.
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. = que 1‘érme du pétrole est devenue effectivement une force de frappe

- que 1'BEurope dépend pour plus de la moitié de ses ubnprovisiomnements en - _

RAs————

A 1l'amnonce de la décision arabe, 1'Burope des Neuf
s'est réveillée économiﬁuement et politiquement sur un cauchemar celui des

trois vérités ( aussi fatales 1'une que l'autre & savoir ) @

———

redoutable

pétrole des pays arabes et qu'elle est par conséquent économiquement menacée.

1" qu'ehfin diplomatiquement 1'Europe des Neuf est quasiment absente de

——

la scéne mondiale parce que politiquement inexistante.

, o Le 6 novembre 1'Burope des Neﬁf se ressaisit et adopte

& 1'unanimité une déclaration commune par laquelle elle se prononce publiguem:
sur la totalité des aspects du conflit israélo-arabe, en prensnt soin de
préciser qu'il s'agit d'une premidre contribution de ss part 3 la recherche
d‘EEE_§glgiignﬂdlﬁnsemble. Face & la détermination arabe et au mépris |
affichés & son égard pendant le conflit de 73 par les super-grands, 1'Durope
a réagi en donnant 1’impressi6n gu'elle avait, en quelque sorte, enfin
retrouvé son identité et pris conscience de ses véritables intérdts.

Le déclaration européenne condannée vivement par uné grande
partie de la presse européenne et qualifiée abusivement ¥ d'abdication devant
le chantage et le dictal arabe impliquant le léche abandon'd'Is'ra'él "
n'apportait pourtant pas de grandes innovations. Elle ne faisait en réalité
que paraphraser des résolutions du Conseil de Sécurité en maintenant les
ndmes ambiguités quand il s'agissait de réclamer 1'évacuation des territoires

occupés ou de reconnaltre " les droits 1égitimes des palestiniens ',

Le seul acquis est toutefoir que l’Eur0pe'est sortie, pour 1.
premiére fois; de son silence; pour faire droit & la décepiion et 2 la
frustration du Monde Arabe, en affirmant sans équivogque sa volonté de contrit

a la solution dfun conflit qui la concerne de prés.

-
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En réponse & la déclaration europierme, ls Sommet Afabe
d'Alger réuni en novembre 73 a rﬂconlse pour la premidre fois l'idée
d'un dialogue euro-arabe et a.; & .cet effet, lancé un appel & 1'Burope on
1lui fappelanf * qu'elle dtait liée aux pays arabés, a travers 1a-Méditérranée
par de profoﬁdes affinitéslde civilisation et par.des intér¥ts vitaux qui ne
peuvent se défelopper que dans le cadre dfune coopération doﬁfiante et

mutuellement avantageuse "

La Conférence européenne au Sommet qui s es st tenue a Copenhijuaf
en decembre 73 alors que la crise de l'énergie était 3 son apogie a réaffirmé
au plus haut niveau sa position commune sur le lMoyen-Orient telle qu'elle
est contenue dang la déclaration du 6 novembre. Aprés avoir réclamé la
plelne anpllcatlon de la résolution 242 du Conseil de sdourité, les Chefs
d'Etat et de Gouvernement ont exprimé leur conviction ' que les exigences

en matiére de sowVeraineté et les exigences en matidre de sécurité pouvaient

- 8tre satisfaites par la conclusion d'accords de paix comprenant eﬁtre autres

A

arrangements des garanties ot 1'&tablissement de zones démilitarisies *,

Par ailleurs, la Conférence z mis 1'accent sur la crise de
l'épergie ainsi que la menace qu'elle constitue pour l'ensemble de l'équilibre
mondial et a confirmé " l'importance que les Chefs d'Etats et de GOuvernemend
attachent & 1'ouverture avec les producteurs de pétrole de négociations sur
un régime glohal comprenant une COOpérafion é¢tendue en vue du développement
économique et industriel de ces vays, dl'investissements industriels et de "
1'approvisionnement stable des pays membres en énergie & des prix raisonnable.

Ainei le message transmis & la Conférence nar les quetre
ministres arabes mandatés ~par le Semmet d'Alger a &1t¢ enbendu et l'idéen--—
d4'un partener-ship erabo-européen dans lequel 1'énergiec- joue le rdle de .

trait d'union est laucée,
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- L'attitude européenne a 6té trés favorablement accueillie
pér'les pays_arabes. D'auciuns ont mlme suggéré de briiler les étapes et d'orgar
ser la réunion euro—arabe au Sommet avant le IO mars. Mais d'autres plus -
prudents ne partageaient pas cette rrécipitation ni cet optimisme. Ils
savaient cque cette coopération était difficile & réaliser en raison des
inbterférences extérieures qu'telle pourrait susciter. En effet, loreque

les Ministres des Neuf oﬁt‘tenu les 4 et 5 mars T4 & Bonn leur réunion dans le
cadre de la coopération pelitigue pour adopter le mandat qui devait 8tre
confié au Président Shell pour ses premiers contacts avec les pays arabes, le
probléme de la consuliation " préalable et & tous les stades" des Etats-Unis
a été posé * ce qui a suscité au sein de la Communauté des &bats houleux cui
ont révélé encore, une fois, au grand jour, les divergences Tondamentales

qui séparent les Etats membrees de la Communauté Emropéerme dans leur: attituc

a l'égard du leader-ship américain.

Dans ce cbnstexte’la seseion minictérielle de la Communautd
des Ter et 2 avril T4 a donné lien & un véritable affrontement de théses
mettant aux prises la ligne indépendante frangaise qui préconisa#ﬁue les
Etate-Ullis pourraient 8tre consultés lorsque le dialogue avec les arabes
arrivera & des résultate subgtantiels et 1'attitude des autres qui voulant
méttre cofite que collte dans le mémo sacrle dialogue euro-arabe et la concertar
tion euro-américaine %ou%iggzg;; que les Etats-Unis pourraient &tre consultés
tout au long des éontacts avec les arabes sur une base continue afin d'éviver

des interférences avec les initiatives américaines.

La situztion est demBurée ainsi bloquée jusqu'a 1l'avénement
de Monsieur Giscard d'Estaing & la t8tede la République Frangaise

et le remplacchmentide Il. Jobert par H. Sauvagnargues qui alpu'trouver

. & Bonn la formule de compromis qui pouvalt satisfaire le partenaire

atlantique tout en méhageant certaines susceptibilités & 1'intérieur,
ingtituant avec les USA une consultation " pragmatique sans formalisme et entr

amis ®,




5

L F

Aussi, 1'Burope des Neuf a mis six mois depuis le Somnet

de Copenhague pour surmonter ses divisions internes et décider enfin d'entamer

le processus dn dialogue qui m'annongait déjad au départ difficile et laborieux.
L'aide mémoire qui a &té appfouvé le 4 mars T4 par les Ministres eurOpéens ot
qui déorit le processus devant conduire & la conférence guro-arabe, donne mand:
au Président du Conseil de prendre contact avec les Gouvernements des pays
arabes afin d¢ oconhaftre lewrs idéés sur la coopération qui pourrait s'établir
entre eux et la Commmauté estimant d'ores et déja& que des actions pourraient
étre entrepiises dans de nombreux domaines tels que l'industrie, l'agriculture
1'énergie,; les matidres premiéres, les transports, la science et la technologli
1la coopérétion financiére, la formation des cadres etce...

Le pétrole et la politiqﬁe ont 616 expressement bannis du champ d'application

de la coopération envisagés.

La premidre rencontre qui a eu lieu & Paris en jnuillet T4
entre M. Sauvagnargues alors Président du Conseil curopden et Mi. Mahmoud
RIADH et AL SABAIL,respectivement Becrétaire Général de la Ligue Arabe et
Ministre Kowdlien des Affaires Etrangéres,a buté d'ailleurs sur l'aspect
politique qui faisait défaut & 1'apoproche européenne et qui en-constituaitl

le point faible.

. La premiére réunion arabe qui s'est ternue du I2 au I4
novembre T4 au niveau des dmbassadeurs a adopté un document de travail
destiné & éclairer le partenaire eurcpéen sur les objectifs racherchés par

la partie arabe dans ¢e dialogues

_ Ce document répond sane équivoque aux proposiiions formulées
par la partie européenne lors de ses différentes concertations avec le
partenaire arabs tendant toutes 2 limiter le cadre de la coopération envisagde
- >, - . - > -~ . - -
a4 des opérations purement commerciales destinées & promouvoir dane la région,
la vente de biens d'équipement, zu moyen de pétrc~dollars. I1 met clairement

V'accent sur la signification et les implications politigues du dialogue.

Car pour &ire fruciueuse et efficace la coopdration envisf8gzédd doit &ire mende

dans une perspective de paix e% de stabilité dans la région.




Aussi l'Eur;Jpe dni+ -210 sesuer svs responsabilités en participant plus
" activem~—+ @ans la recherche d'une solution Squitable du conflit en contrl'buan o
,.-u.s pos:.tlvament 4 1'avénement d'une ére de paix ot stabilité., '

. Pour ce qu.':. est de la date de la proahame réum.on d.e 1a
Commission Générale prévue 3 Paris, il a ét6 dScidé du cdté arabe qu elle

: ~ he sera définitivement arrdtéé: qu'aprés avoir obtenu la réponse de la

Commumnauté Europeenne au sujet de la partlc:.pa.‘t:.on de 1'0LP & cette réunion.
Le Secrétaire Génsral de 1a Ligue Arabel, Riadh a été charge de prendre contac
& ce Buaet avec ‘la Compunauté. '

L'Europe quant & elle a estimé devoir ettendre la 2Ime
gession de 1'dssemblée Géndrale des Nations Unisset les résultate de 1'examen
de la:'question palestinierme avant de se prononcer définitivement sur la
partidpation de 1'OLP au dialogue. Mais lors de cette session 1'Europe a adopt¢
sur le fond une position empreinte de réserves et d'Mésitation. Elle a révélé

encore une foie ses divergences et son manque de cohésion.

Profitant ds la vls:.te officielle qu 11 effectuait au
Caire & la fin de l'a.rmee T4, H. Sauvagnargues a préconisé comme moyen de
contorurmer de probléme de la participation de 1'0LP que le dialogue
débute par la réunion de groupee de travail qui discuteraient de projets
précis dans le cadre de deuxz délégatione uniques, l'une européenne et l'autre
“arabe incluant des représentants de L/TOLP . -

‘ ajCette proposition a €té renouvelée au Caire par le

Secreta.lre d'Btatvet le Secrétaire Général adjoint de la Cor:un:.ss:.on de
Bruxelles au cours des entretiens des IT et IS Ja.nva.er 75 avec M. Mahmoud Rlad}*
Devant les réticences de la partie arsbe, la Communauté a fait un pas en plus
en suggerant une réunion généra.le an niveau " d'experts " qui pourrait ne paé
~se: cantormer aux problémes techniques et sectoriels. T1 s'agit d'une

formule intermédiaire entre les groupes mixtes de travail et la Commission

Générale, organe du Dizlogoe .rotdry . par les deux parties.




Lors de leur réunion du I3 novemhre a Dublln, les Minlstres '
de l'Europe des Neuf ont conf irmé cette pr0poslt10n anpelue desormaas

" le comprnmla‘dﬁ'Dﬁbhln-".

La partie arabe ya souscrlt manifestant par l1a sa honne volc

: et gon ferme espoir que 1'Europe se ressaisira pour admettre 1'0LP comme

partie prenante au Dlalogue.

C'est un acte de foi que la partie arabe a tenu é'faire'en
acceptant d'amorcer avec 1'Europe le dialogue & l'envers, c'est & dire
au niveau d’expérts; Son seul souci a été de débloquer cette entreprise qui pov

avoir conmu toutes les péripéties et les rebondissements que je viens. d'évoque:

‘devrait 8tre sauvéedu discrédit qui commengait & 1'affecter sérieusement.




'II. EVOLUTION DU DIALOGUE FURO-ARABE.

Dans le cadre du dialogue trois réunions se sont tenues jus—~

qu'ici au niveau des experts et deux réunions au niveau de la Commission

~ Générale.

a) la premi®re réunion d'experts au Caire ( juin I976 ).

Cette premiére réunion euro-arabe a d'abord permis de releve.

la différence fondamentale d'approche gqui séparait les deux délégations.

Du ¢8té europden, on insistait sur le caractdre technique et dconomique du
dialogue. Du ¢3%té arabe, on a mis l'accent, par contre, sur la signification
et les implications politiques du dialogue; né lui-m@me dans un contexte

essentiellement politique.

. Le mémorandum conjoint qui a &té adopté au cours de cette
réunion et qu'on peut considérer comme la Charte m&me du Dialogue définit les
objectifs qu'il doit atteindre, les principes qui doivent l'inspirer et les
domaines de coopération qu'il doit couvrir,

Lz document affirme notamment :

I° " Le Dialogue Buro-Arabe est le fruit d'une volontéd politique

commune qui s'est dégagde an niveau le plus &levé et qui a pour objet

1'établissement de relations spéciales entre les deux groupes '.
it it

2% " les dimensions politiques du Dialogue procédent essentiellement de la
tentative de redécouvrir, de renouveler et de renforcer les liens qui
intéerssent ces régione voisines, du désir de lever les malentendus
générateurs de difficultés dans le passé et de 1l'intention de jeter Res
fondements d'une coopération future englobant un vaste domaine dta2tivités, et
cedaimy profit des deux interlocuteurs. Le développement de la coopération
économique euro-arabe doit 8tre fondd sur cette entente qui conmtribuera 2
promouveir la stabilité; la sdouwrité et une paix équitable dans la région

arabe et & faire avancer la cause de la paix et de la sécurité dans le.monde'.

e




- 3° " L'établissemert d'une coopératien entre les deux groupes est inspiré

par dee liens de voisinage et un héritage culturel commun, ainsi que par leurs

intér8ts complémentaires et convergents."

4° " Dans le domaine économique en particulier, .le Dialogue a pour but
d'établir une coopération propre & créer les coﬁ&itinns_fondamentales du
développeﬁent du Monde Arabe dans son ensemble. et 3 réduire le fossé -
technologique qui sépare les pays arabes des pays européens. Cela’ requiert
la recherche de mesures et de dispositions concrétes dans tous les domaines

sur la base d'une division équitable du travail entre les deux groupes'.

b) La dewdime réunion d'evperts 3 Rome ( Juillet I975).

Cette réunion a 6té essentiellement consacrée 3 la mise en

place des seft groupes de travail constituds en vue d'examiner tous les

- aspecte de la coopération envisagde déja asu Czire dans les domaines suivants .

- industrialisation
~infrasitweture
- agriculture et développement rural

coopération financidre’

. = commerce

coopération scientifique et technique

questions culturelles et sociales et problémes de main-d'oeuvre.

les sept groupes de travail ont entamé leurs travaux en explc

rant quelques actions prioritaires dans le cadre du Dialogue.

o} La troisime rSunion d'Abou Dhabi ( novembre I975).

Les sept groupes de tmyrail ont adopté & 1l'issue de cetie

réunion , un document de travail commun, gqui fait le point d'une part des

~ progrés réalisés dans les domaines de 1l'industrialisation, de 1'infrastructure

.de base, d¢ l'agriculture et du développement rural, et en matidre de coopéra-

tion sciertifique et d'autre part des difficuliés rencontrées dans les
domaines de la coopération financidre, du commerce, du transfert des technd—

logies et de la main-d'oeuvré arabe employée dans les pays de la Commmauté

- Buropéenne.

ya
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‘;d) La premiére réunion do 1a CommlsSLOn Géncrale de Luxembourg { Mai 76 ).

Tenue au niveau des Ambassadeurs, cette réunion comportawt

pour la premidre fois, & son ordre du jour, un premler point intitulé

" questions politiques ".

L'examen de ce point s'est dérould en Commission Générale
sous la forme d'un échange de discours & caractére politique suivi de deoux

déclarations supplénmentaires. L'une arabe, relevant les points positife et

négatifs dans le discours européen. L'autre europdemne constituant un complément’

d'éxplications de la position des Neuf sans toutefois répondre aux questions

de la partie arabe.

Le volet coopdration a été examiné également par la Commissiow

Générale qui a adopté :

- les recommandations prises, lors des trois préaientes réunions d'experts

_ y compris celles relatives & la mise sur pied des sept groupes spécialisds

qutila_ont constitués.
~ un agenda pour les réunione des groupes sus-mentionnés
- une liste indicative de projets proposdés par la partie arabe dans le

—

cadre de la coopération envisagée.

En ce qui concerne les difficuliés que comnait le Diaiogue
dans certains secteurs de la coopération financiére, du transfert de la
techﬁologie, du commerce, l'impression qui s'est dégagée & Luxembourg est
que la pariie europdenne ne voulait pas s'engager et faire des concessions
dans ces domaines; avant de ocomaiire au préalable les intentions arabes en

matizre de financement.

Pour 1'EMrope”des Yeuf la partie arabe doit prendre en
charge le financement de la plus grande partie des activités et des projets.
du Dialogus BEuro-Arabe.




“ne fondée sur la reconneissance des droits
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._Dans 88 déclaration finale & Luwembourg la partie européenne a. affirmé

gon attachement 4 la paiw, a 1a sécurité et A la justlce conformement

aux objectifs et aux pr1nc1pee de 1a Charte des Nations - Unies. Flle

a également reconnu que trouver une solution & la question palestinlen--

e R

légltimes du peu=

ple Palestinzen est un- -facteur déclsif dans la réallsatlon d'une pain

"juste et durable. La Partie européenne a également emprimé l'esp01r

de voir réelisé un progrds repide dans ce sens, de méme qu'elle a af)

" firmé sa détérmination de déployer tous les efforts en vue de contri® e

buer & la réalisation de cet ohaectlf.



o .

1'instrument de ce transfert.

II.

Enfin sur le plan organiéaiionnel, la Commission Générale
a enferiné les institutions du Dialogue. L'organe principal en est désornais
la Commission Générale congue au niveaun des Ambaséadeurs; Sort issus de
cette Commission, les groupes de travail, les groupes spécialisés et un
Comité de coordination. Si le besoin s'em: fait ressentir =2t sous réserve
de l'accord des deux parties, une réurion au niveau des Ministres des

Affaires ETrangéres pourrait 3tre convoqude.

e) La deuxiime réunion de la Commission Géndrale de Tunis { Février 1977 ).

81 la réunion de Luxembourg a inauguré un premier écha-ge
de déclaraiions politiques entre la délégation européerme et la délégation ara
il n'y a. pas eu cependant de véritable dlalogue sur les questlons qul

préoccupent le Wonde Arabe.
A Tunie, par contre, un grand progrés a été enregistré car
le dialogue politique a éts engapd ou sein d'une Commissien Spéeiale oréde

a cet effet.

Pour la premiére fois, arabes et européens se sont trouvés au

tour d'une table pour échanger leurs points de vues et leurs arguments.

‘De ce fait, le Dialogue BEuro-arabe est devenm plus équilibré,
car le volet économique et le volet politique évolueront désormais d'une.

maniére paralléle.

- . Bt clest 13 1lacquis le plus important de la conférence de Tw

XX

Sur le plan économique, la réunion de Tunis s'est employse

& @éfinir le cadre général de la coopération que les arabes entendent promouvo:

avec 1'Burcpe des Neuf,

, En matidre de transfert de technnlogie, il a été décidé
dt'élaborer une charte eurc-arabe qui fixerait les modalités de transfert de la

technologie européenne vers le lMonde Arzbe. Un cenire euro-arabe constituera

.
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JK(”( Le Communlqué flnale a consacré une bonne partle au probleme du Moyen -
'~ ‘Orient et & la questlon palestinienne. Il a declaré entre autre qges
"1) Les deum parties ont ewppriﬁé leur vive ‘préoccupation concernat le
' sécurlté au Proche « Orient et les implications de celle - ci sur
jla Bécurlté del Furope et du Monde, Flles ont declaré qu'elles a- |
valent pleznement conscience des dangers resultants de la'persistan-
‘me ce de 1ltimpagse acyuelle et de leur 1nterétmutue1 pour l'etablian
gsement d'une paix juste et durable au Proche «~ Orient.
=  2) Leg deux parties ont emposé leur vues sur lem problime du Proche -
| Orlent, y comprls sur la questlon de la Pglestine. Elles ont noté
- avec un grand 1ntent, les declaratiobs faites par l'une et par l'aué
tre. Elles ont reafflrmé qu ane solution au probléme de la Pale—
| stine, fondée sur la reconnaissance des droits légitlmes du peuple
palestinien,constzuuazt un facteur essentiel pour la conclusxon ar*
une paix Juste et durable, _ ' ,'
3) La partle eurOpéenne -1 exprimé sa conv1nct10n que les pronclpes flm
e gurant_dans la dkclaration du 6 novembre 1973, telle qu'ils ont
| été,explicités depuis lors dans les.declarafibns 'faites.par les
‘ Neuf, nofamment sur les droits légitimes du peuple palestinien,. |

' consitualent les fondaments d'un reglement emegmym de paxx au Pro-

.che - Orient et que les principes devalent 8tre prls comme un tout,
La parti européemme & réaffimré son oplnlon selon laquelle une go=
lution du conflit ne gera possible que si le dr01tllég1t1me du peu=
ple palesfinien de dbnner.sph expresién effective & son,identité_
* nationale est traduit dans les faits. | |
4) La partie europdéenne & réaffirmé la préoccupation que causait aux
‘Neuf la poursuite de l'oecupation par'Israel des térritoirsharabes
depuis 1967. Elle a réafflrmé que la 4§ Convention de Gendve éwm
- tait appllcable aux terr1t01rs pceupés et marqué son opposition é
la politique visante & y établir des colonies, qwi ne pouvait avoir
i'.pour effet Que e compromettre les perspectives de paix. E&lé‘é |
; également marqué son opposition & toute initiative tendant & modlw
fier unllatéralemma le statut de Jerusalem. B




:dans le Monde Arabe.
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Sur lé‘plan du Commerce, la partie arabe a denandé la conclusi

entre les deux régions d'un accord global préférentiel et a proposé la créatiorn

d'un Centre de Coopération Commerciale dont la mission serait

= d'aider & la formation de cadres arabes dans le domaine du marketing;

"« d'élaborer des études de marchés,

-~ de faciiiter les félaiions entre hommes d'affaires européens et arabes
ot _

"= enfin de faciliter la participation arabe dans les quinzaines et les foires

commercizles europdennes qui pourraient se tenir en Europe.

‘Par aillours, le Centre de Coopération Commerciale pourrait

jouer le rdle d'une Banque d'informations sur la vie économique en Burope ot

" Dans le domaine de la protection et de 1'ehcouragement des

" investissements, 1'idée d'une convention multklatérale a 4té retenue,

Jusqu'ici seuls lee investissements europdens dans le Monde Arabe bénéficiaient

de telles garanties; il s'agit maintenant de garantir & la partie arabe par Vois

de réciprocité 1'accds et la sécurité pour les capitaux qu'elle est amenée

‘& investir en Europe.

7 Dans le domaine de la main-d'oeuvre arabe employée en
Furope, 1'Burope 2 convenu de souscrire & une dSclaration tendant 4 garantir
4 cette main—d'oecuvre de meilleuras conditions de vie et de travail au sein

de la Communauté. .
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III, PERSPECTIVES DU DIALCCUE EURO-ARABE:

Bien que né dans un contexte de crise & la suite d'une
décision prise & chaud, la dialogue Buro-Arabe est devenu aujourd'hui une
réalité, : '

~

répondant aux ex1gences de l'hlstolre5de la geopollthue, de 1'écononmie

Parce que fondé sur wne complémentarité naturelle et
et de la culture.

Stagissant d'un dialogus entre deur civilisations universelles

i1 doit déboucher inSluctablement et quelles que soient les difficultés

d'ordre oonjonciurelssur une coopération globale, équilibrée dont la finalité
est de créer ot de promouvoir entre les deux rives de la Méditérrane une

entente loyale et une solidarité étroite basées sur 1'intérét commun.

A moins qué l'Europe n'accepte de e'engager globalement avec
le Monde Arzbe poute coopération qu'elle tenterait d'établir dans le cadre du

dialogue ne serait pas au niveau des aspirations des pays arabeé{nﬁzrevétirqﬂipos

_le caractére privilégié qulidls souhaitent.

1.“..“1)9“.&-.‘
Congue et placée dans une perspective de paix, une telle

coopération; suppose la solution de la crise du Moyen-Orient et 1'avéncment d'une

ére de paix et de stabilité danz la région.

Dss lors; 1'Europe ne peut pas se cantonner & une action
apolitique‘dans le cadre de ce dialogue et demeurer constamment abeente

du processus de paix dans la région.

Certes;depuls la déclaration du 6 novenhre 1973 qui a,du reote?
motlve la part1e arabe dans la rocherche de relations spéciales avec 1'Burope
comnunautaire, la position curoplemne a évolué dans une certaine mesure.

On remarque, en effet, que L'Burope a davantage pris conscience de la légitimité
de,la cause palestinienne en reconnaisesant d'abord les droits légitimes du
Peuple palestinien, ges droits nationaux, ensuite,l'identité nationale
Palestinienner et enfinﬁl?expression effective de 1l'identité nationale

palestinienne comportant une base territoriale.



La partie arabe a également pris acte de l'attitude - .
positive adoptée par 1'Europe en dénongant la persistance de 1'occupation
israélienne des territoires arabes et la p.litique de colonisation qu'elle ¥y
pratique,ainsi que la violation constante,des droits fopdamentaux du

Peuple Palestinien.

La partie arabe souhaiterait,que cette &volution continue et
s'accentle. davantage. Il n'est plus admissible que 1'Organisation de la
- Libération de la Palestine, membre & part entiére de la Ligue Arabe et
partie au Dialogue,continue & &tre ignorée par 1l'Europe des Neuf alors que
la Communauté Internaiionalerdans sa majorité a reconnu 1'CLP comme seul
reprégentant du Peuple Palestinien, et que,par ailleﬁrs,le Président des
Etats-Unis n'hésite plus & serrer la-main du délégué qui la représente &

New York.

. En outre, 1'Burope des Neuf ne peut plus se contenter de
proclamer solennellement des principes et des prises de position;encore
' 'faut-ilﬁque de telles déclarations soient mises en oeuvre et traduites

dane les faits.

Le Monde Arabe a certes besoin de 1'appui politique

: ﬁé 1'Europe, mais il n'entend nullement utiliser le Dialogue comme moyen de
pression pour obtenir cet appui. Bien aun contraire, le Dialogue constitue
avant tout;mm forum qui doit permettre l'échange de vues sur touteg

les questions gui nous préoccupent au plus haut niveau.

Aussi, la partie arabe, consciente d'élargir le ddbat.

- politique aﬂf—élle suggéré l'institution d'un mécanisme permanent de
concertaiion politique couvrant toutes lee questions d'intér&t commun.

Cette propmeition formulée & Tunis est actuellement & 1'étude.

La partie arabe souvhaite vivement que sa proposition soii prise -en
considération par la Communauté,car elle estime qu'une concertation politique

~entre les deux régions est en soi,un acte politique d'une haute portée.




.\ 1'5. '

Sur 1 plan de la coopération, la Communahté semble

- avoir prig conscience qu'elle n'a pas seulement des 1nter§ts dans la

reglor mais aussi.des responvabllwtes.

Cela devrait pouvoir se traduire par :

- 1'ouverture de 1a C.E.E. aux produits arabes,
- l'accds du Monde Arabe & la technologie européerme ,

- la garantie et la promotion des investissements en Burope et dans le Monde
Arabe , -

- la garantie; 3 la main-d‘oeuvre arabe employée dans la Communauﬁé;de

" meilleures conditions de vie et de trevail.
s
g;Ln

don 8i 1e D1alogue n'a pu dans le pasad enreglstrer des progres

“slgnlflcailf;(Au fait des difficultés—d'ordre conjoricturel qu'a connues 1'Europe

lw-—‘l( %M ‘6

il est & espérer que la Communa&?éyseralt plus & m8me d'assumer ses responsabi~’

lités quant & la réalisation des objevtifs fondamentaux de cette coopération.

_ Les pays Arabes,quant & eux, n'ont cessé d'orienter leurs.
échanges vers les pays de la Commmauté, Ils représentent aujourd'hul le
premier partenaire commercial de celle—ci, avant méme les Etats-Unis d'Amérique.
En effet, les exportations européennes vers le Monde Arabe, ont quadruplé au

cours des trois dernidres ammdes, pour représenter én‘I975, I3 % de 1'ensenble -

XXX

De néme, les 1nvestlssejents des pays arabes producteurs de

des exportat.ons de la C.E.E.

pétrole dans les pays occideﬁtaux— dont les Neuf - se sont accrus jusqu'ad

atteindre 56,4 milliards de dollars au cours des deux dernitres armées.

, T1 est certain que cet apport arabe & l'économie guropéenne
revdtira de nouvelles formes et prendra de nouvelles dimensions, au fur et

4 mesure que la coopération euro-arabe se déveleppera.
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,><)<‘ Les 1mportat10ns du monde arabe en rrovenance de la CEE ont représenté

en 1974, 48% envivon de 1eurs importationa tétales : ce qui répresente

: plus que le double de leurs importations des Emats - Unls d'Amnrique

et du Japon réunls.
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L'essor ¢conomique du lMonde Arabe stimulera davantage les

importations des biens et des sérvices en provenance du Marché Commun,

Etant par excellence,un vaste narché pouwr les produits européer
le Monde Arabe a besoin de la téchnologie européerme. Quant & 1'Burope,
elle ne peut se pascer des matidres premiéres du Monde Arabe; ni de ses

ressources financiéres.

En d'autres termes, du développement du Monde Arabe,

‘ depend dans une large mesure ;la prospérité de 1'Europe et 1nversament.

Certes ,le Dialogue EBuro-Arabe est une entreprise ambitieuse,
difficile et laborieuse, parce qu'il s'instiure, entre deux groupes de pays ' ;

forts différente.

En cela,ll constitue wn pari et wn pari pris au plus haut
nivean politique. Mais la Communauté, elle méme, n ‘était~elle pas, aux yeux des
signataires du Traité de Rome, un pari sur l'avenir 7

Elle n'en constitue pas moins aujourd'hui une réalité.

Si elle a pu relever le défi de Lomé, la Comuunauté doit
8tre capable aujourd'hui d'instaurer avec le Monde Arabe, un nouveaun modéle
de relations, qui constituerait un jalon vers un nouvellofdre économique
plﬁs juste et plus équilibré, et une condFibubtion au renforcenent de la sécurité.

et de la paix dans le Monds.
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. Paper-presented by Mohamed Sid Ahmed to the Florence meeting (23-24
April, 1977) on: EUWO?% %ﬁﬁ THE ARAB WORLD; IDEAS AND SUG-

GESTIONS TOWARDS COOPERATION, entitled:

The Euro~Arab Dialogue and Petrodotlars

A new interest has developed in building trans-Mediterranean relations,
currently labelled the Euro-Arab dialogue. History, geography, civi~
lization links, cultural affinities, religious heritage, geopolitics, strategy,
growing world integration, growing concern with the sea, indeed these and

many other worthy notions have been invoked, or remembered, to justify

this new interest. But without doubt one compelling factor has been the

~sudden emergence of a phenomenon without precedent: pefrodollars.

Noone can any longer challenge the Arabs® right to obtain adequate prices
for their oil. The increasing price gap between finished products and raw
materials, including oil, has become a growing factor of disturbance, not
only for developing countries but for the industrialized world as well.
Because of ludicrously low oil prices,the industrialized nations squandered
-energy and neglected the quest for sources of energy in proportion to steeply
increasing energy needs. What the Wast is reatly challenging is the ability
of the Arob oil producers fo make of their disappeering oil reserves a real
Arab asset devoted to Arab needs. . f

It has often been pointed out that the Organization of Petroleum Exporting

Countries was able to benefit from a favourable combination of circumstances,

all of an external nature. The energy crisis, the October wor, ‘international ;T
Detente, were all regcrded as contingencies which the OPEC countries did '

not create. Because of Detente, and also because of the threat to Detente in

the Middle East when the October war broke out, oil consumers in the indust=

rialized West, and specifically the United States, were not able to intervene,

‘militarily or otherwise, to keep oil prices within the limits which European
economies, plagued by inflation and monetary disturbances, coulid stand.

- This state of affairs wos to bring into being a relationship, across the Mediter~

- - e — ey -

ranean, of an unprecedented nature. The displocement of fabulous money
assets from the European oil consumers to the Arab oil producers was not only
made unanecirmsprmacdw — % ,but with a view to keeping the
transfers more nominal than real, It was cloimed that the recipients, belonging
to the underdeveIOped world, lacked the infrastructure able to absorb the assets
they had taken posession of. And so billions of petrodoliars were regarded as a
"floating" availability which should be taken advantage of. This is what re-
cycling petrodoliars is all about. It is also o central issue in the Euro~Arab
dialogue. '

Qo A e
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. True, the European Community could note with satisfaction that the Arab accu~

mulation of oil wealth, though adversely affecting Eurepe economically, could
be beneficial politically. It will have introduced a mighty incentive for social
stability and political moderation into the Arab world. This could eventually
help to overcome many stumbling-blocks still in the way of settling the Arab~
Israeli dispute. Already Saudi Arabia has openly challenged OPECs decision
to raise oil prices by 10% at the recent Doha meeting, in the avowed aim of not
disrupting European economies and of averfmg consequent social and political
implications, despite the fact that the 10% raise was dictated by OPEC?s will to
keep oil prices in pace with growing world inflation. A

Peace and. stability are certainly of equal interest for both Arabs and Europeans,
But for real peace and real stability to be achieved, essential requirements must
be met. Peace and stability will not be reached on the basis of criteria alien to.
fundamental Arab national aspirations and rights. Otherwise the Arab peoples
can only see the displacement of petrodollars to the Arab world as ¢ western ploy
to shift the Arab world back into the western orbit, rather than as the Arab weapon
their leaders have so highly proised

Many of the most advanced Arab cour'lfries, because of the Arab~Israeli dispute,
suffer today from staggering economic difficulties. A paraliel can be drawn with
Europe, which emerged from World War Il completely devastated i:.. - Thanks to .
American assistance, it was able to rebuild its economy. While Europe recovered,
the USA did not get any poorer. Both parties benefitted, Can a similar formula
be found for Euro-Arab cooperation, where Arab economies could develop without
damaging Furope? Con petrodollars play for the Arab world a role similor fo that
of Eurodollars for Europe?

The basic ingredients of the formula boil down to technology versus copital: the
Arabs need European technology exactly as the Europeans need Arab money . How
best to combine these ingredients for the beneﬁf of both parhes? Which is the best
formula? :

~ Is it the process, well underwoy, of recycling petrodollars, with Arab money
buying equities, real estate in Europe or shares in European firms and plants?

~ Is it the depletion of Arab.money in the purchase of costly, sophisticated
weaponry, beyond Arab security needs and often at variance with these needs?

- Is it the pursuance of joint ventures combining European technology and Arab
capital in poorer parts of Africa and Asia ~such ventures, with obvious neo~
colonialist overtones, are now under consideration for Egypt.

= Is it to export non-dynamic, polluting indusiries to the Arab world as a substitute
for importing raw materials ,ond cheap immigrant labour?

\ .
Obwously all these formu lcgs will benefit only one of the two parties, However,
a redeployment of Europecri industries can benefit Arab development, provided
these are dynamic mdusfr!%s which would generate an all-round movement in the
Arab economy. The technfiogy needed by the Arabs is not only knowhow

../3
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embodied in equipment and machinery, but also new ways of thinking which cuﬁ |

enable them to produce not only consumer commodities but also means of produc-

tion, What the Arabs need is not to purchase European technology as much as -
they need to assimilate it, : B

But in seeking any formula, it is important to remember that where Arab ofl is | ,
indispensable to Europe, technology which the Arabs need is not confined to
Europe -or to the West- alone. - : I o
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Honcuratle Colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 rust, first of all, express my joy at being among you, in
this magnificient and prestigious town of Florence. Hy thanks go to the

organisers of this meeting, and in particular to the Vice-President of

the House of Dfputies and to the mayor of Florence who invited e to

‘these discussions and who, through me, honour Tunisia.

It is from two stending points that I am going to develep

upon the role of the mass media in the prowotion of dialogiie and the

s

reinforcement of coopération between Furopeans and Arabs ~firstly in
my status aff Secretary of State for Information and then as President of

the Intergowernmental Council for the Coordinstion of Information ketween

non-aligned countries. . : ‘

-

This mebting ¢omes at a timely moment when, throughout the
Mediterranean, people are throwing ®bridges" . down towards a type of

canperation betlber adaptod to the history of valations betwonn Farg s

\

and the Arab Worlds relations wnich have been socetimcs calm, and somotimer

agitated.

Down +%hrough the centuries, the Moslen copquests, on one hand;

and the Christian crusades on the other, meant that Furopeans end

A
ATan

S

)
~

were engazed in permenent conflict arising from, without any doubt,. a

lack of knowledge of one: another. Such = situation can be explained

) eil o




bocouse information, in the sense it has today, did not exizst at that

time and communicationsa mere practically: non-cxistent., Tut situationa
- . ' i . i -
of conflict always'end up bygiving rise to an awakening of consciousness

-

v =

wﬁich leads o the desire to change hostile relations to sometnlng-eiseb
And the saying which says :"yog dontt choose your neighbour" led to the
persuasion that 2 changé was necééééry : tb_get.ri& of suspiciama and
give more meaning to those things whick link the two edg;s of the

Meditérranean, that‘is, historicai relations, favoured by the econonic,

geographic and cultural situation -in a word, the relations of civili-

sations

Today, relations between our two communities are‘mPre redlistic
and far seeing. And, if the Euro—érag dialogue hes Been undertaken, it
is'thanks'to the"political" will, which has progressively animated the .
o partiesphbn the ofher.hand,‘if the dialogusz s3ill leggs in lancing
itself on the road to a wider cooperation, it is due to certain hesita-

tions on the European side.which can only be explained a residue of

mistrust born out of insufficient information on the intentions of =nd
the truth about the Arab partner. Zven more, on thz European side, a
point is made of taking up dialogue only from an economic angle, the polis

tical aspect being relegsted te second place, if net what you might call
- - . \ - rd

totélly ignored.

And yet, the nsod to neve disassécinte politick Urom econcmics
doan nat need to be provod nowadaya. It ds evidant Shal bhicco cannoh be
development without peace, that these cannot be cooperation withoug

stability. A1) the world knows that the Areb communiiy rsuffers from an

"abcess" that poisons all coopersiion with Burope. Squally, all the worlid



' knows that the remedy-for this Mabcess" is ezclusively political,.: The
‘robs are convinced of the sosiiion Furcps snould take to rezclve this
volitical situation, thus opening the way fo wider gnd more fruiitiul

cooperation.

How mzny times must it be explained to the

the situa

i tion which exists din the Middlie Zast ¢

tha
Arabs themselves, but alse Burcpe,
shores ol many Burepenn Qonntrioﬂ. In addition, fh
péfmittéd the Murdpeﬂn Statesn %o Erasy, once again,

Fal

of thas political situation. It must be recognised,

the hesitations, Burope has taken steps which the ir

with undisguised satisfzction and that considersble

made in the Tield of ecornomic cooperation.

However —mnd hers I come to the subject wh

treat- this evoluticon of relations between the two ¢

beeh‘supported, on the Buropesn side, by an effort i

formation. This effort should he made in

opinion grasns the trus nature of new relations

hezwe always furned their backs on each other. This hi

retween twoe worl

Buropeen parine

s
oncerns not only the
washes the
onevgy orisia hase

/
all the importance
however, that deapite

5
e

ab side hes welcom
progress hes been

,1_‘

ien 1 ew going %o
ommunities hos not
n the field of in-

that Turopean public

e

v
a8 vinlon
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STOrLida

1 "furning®

% - N - \ . .
really deserves explaining -popularizing even- to zll Furopesns, snd

beyond that, to all internationel public cpinion. Mo
advantare of the siiwation, the problenm

x

done bto tuke

Ssries which have today become paritners in cooperatii

osmesis  between the peoples on the two sides of the

re should have heen

@, of former advar-
R we create this

M2diterrenecan and,



cand reosalls on 4l

or ecoriomic relations {at the loevel of n few individuals
N ' : .
v t. " . - -
OF groups} ratablish relaticons belween wmen. - -

Put, uwnfortunatly, one can only deplore the "inguificiency” if

not a certesin deficiency, in the field of the circulation of information.
Squall one must deplore the state in which we are generslly-

bound -to  the role of

not that we refuse ouXE the world
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andt ite  civilisations, but we would like t¢ benefit from the righl to

1n«or
elves,

- - - -
information gets to them correctly and objectively, even when other

‘ ' its ' ' '
mﬂtnauo are in charge of /fransmission.

o

To us, more or less, the "sicknegs" from vhich informstion
ffers in the contemporary world is that developed comntries know litile

and often dncorrectly, sbout less developed countries. Information about

‘which are, in effect, signs of progress and development..Through igno-

rance, or bad intention, these preblems are not placed in their res

context and thus give s defo

rmed, image of u3. And as for ss our efforts

eoroad of devolovment are conceraned, thoey'intorent

£
. o
anly L (i\‘:r Tental readey! -




a3

ig affected by an evident imbalance in the flow of inTermation -~both a3

far a3 guantity end quality are concernsd- betwsen the deve]o wped world

and the develo ng countries. At a time when redio and teieV151op Prograns

5 . /i 3 - . .
i countries excced 80 % of total emissions in certain

from industrinlisc
.' N .
devotoping counbyries, in Indusbriadined (UUniriLw only  wory amall place
P

jiw pivenda progrs"s coming from our couwatries. Even information which iw
) |

4

of interesty to millicns of i1mmig h“ts from the Third-World, whe have come
to give service to the indusitirialised societies, often does noet have the
Ty >

placs it deserves in these countr ies! media

il

Tiis imbslance is even more obvicus at the level of the exchan
of news hetween press agencies. In effect, the 1ntﬂrugtﬁoﬁa1 agenclag

provide to the various media of our.countries nearly 7% % of the news

-

-

used by them when in Tact only about 25 & of the information diffuzed by
these bip agencics concern  the countries of the Third-World, and more

than two~-third of humanity.

It iz sipnificent that during the meeting in Tunis last February

5

of the Neneral Cemmission on ¥urce-iArab dialopue, very 1if

tle woo medoe of

Lhi=a fm:nrtint meeting in the Euvopean press. Fv*n more, the e inlormalld
I r ’
or

avs tems which gublished/diffu“’d comuentearizs belors thils meeting did not

hesitate te express seepticism shaded with hostility vhich was far from

H
@
*ﬁ
ot
©
Y

~ting the official declaratidne of the Surovnesn officials.
o -

£

As far azs the Arsh-s 1rﬁCaﬂ Sumamit in Caire g
press orgaens condemned It to fallure even before 1t weg held and went
even Turther to ridicule the resulis, whieh were in fazct positive, of

this meeting. Cn thiz subject, T cite as example the editorial written
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ok

by the Fditor o

arge Suropesn paper which "atitacked" the frahs and
outruﬁG‘QMy'injﬁrmd *Ni, the $itle of the article was "Fetrel, and ne

idens, and T oveuse you from itz contents. However, the Furepesn pros

%

should have manifoated §ts reco mfu:;.*nncc‘ to the Arobh coiintrics Tor h ving

~
contributed o relicving the load placed on Murope by prrenting noarely

'

5 of thelr national revenue to the wnderdeveloped countriss in Africa.

B snother example degerves underlining —-it is recent and concerns

the meeting of Foredpn Finisters of Non-Alighed counirvies in New Delni.
A Bie dntornationn) aecency reowned dn two words Lne renul booof the work
“morosity -and pessimism™. On the same day, a story from an Arah arency

commented on the sawe results in the terms "Reaz

I

leave it .fo you to draw those conclusions which izvwose themselvez gs a
result of the resolution adopted at the end of this meeting.

It is useless to say bhat such sttitudes are far frem doing

service to the communsl objectives followed by the ireb and Furopesr
States. They do in effect, drew atiention to the few oroblens which

. . .o
between the two communities and prolong the misunderstanding

»

wiich has been so hard to reduce, al a moment when the entire world is

\

beconing conscious of the necessiily to entirely transform interncticnal

if this informetion if not balanced, if it

y L

2,

objectivity and serenity, if it cannot change a past full of diztrust

mised. We are all too aware of the forcer of the mass media not to exnre

this fear. , Y

< E R |
cceentt win through




F a . . -7 .
411 the zame, it must be.recognized that there asre onoourasing

signs which show’ 'a certain amount of optimism : ancther dialogue between

Buropeans snd Azabs was established, in Movemher 1976, at the level of

Press fpenciea.

§ . - -

And Tunisia is proud to have been chosen as the site of thiz v
first meeting. The objeet of this meeling ~which grouped voth Fast and
West European countries, sitting at the same table, and their Argb pari-

ners- was to lay the first foundations towards building a new world ordesr

for information.

This ceonference resulied in the openin un/%ew arspectives
% T .

of cooperation and understanding, witness’ the constructive spirit which

-

I would only like to cite the unanimous choice of ths delegate from the

Palestinian Agency "WAFA" as rapporteur general of the meeting whereas

bl

L B N
at the Euro-Arab dialogue of peliticians, they got bogged down in desciding
what should dbe the status of the delegation of the organisation for the

libefation of Palestine.

-

Among the concrete decisions made at that "historic” meeting

in Tunis was that to open a communal bureau for Nagtional Arab Press
Agencies in Vienna, responsible with supplying Burope with inferuation

) - . - - 4 ‘ 4 [

from their own couniries. And certain sgencies such as ANSA have offered

to cari? such information #n their networks,

A




wihich snould be hlessed : they are encouraging

5
5

Arab sgency

o

“ven more recently, a Burcpean agency has =
nly. it daily with a ceriain ampunt of ‘informetiion cowiry from Avab
it _
countries with a view tordiffusing this infermetion tag/is" on itn neture .
Tribute must aisc be paidiitc the initiative of the Furopsun

radic and televizion sistiors, to fiffuse, for the henefit of cclonies

of dmmigran ts, programs in thelr own languase produced by thair own

couwntrics. I eite that which T Imow beat the program "mosaic" from Freach

. . . et . . : ' ) .
radio television (FR 3R Thnese, Ledies and Gentlemen, are some experiencoes

f'or the new initig—

‘tive which must be teken at the level of all the Ruropezn media.

Dialogue should likewise be established between organs of
the written nreuss (ekchnnges of publications, special vages devoted to

their respective countries, exchanges of documentations, photos).

Cooperation between existing orpenisations which unit Furoresn

Py

radio and television on one hand, (UER) end Arab radio television (ASEU) .

o h

must be better organised. On this point, I would like to incite en STEES

nigsation suech zs TUROVISION {o interest itself more in informsticn oropo-
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menbars. The impact of aundio-visual informatiof, it is evident, is
]
urequalled since it interested at the same time hundreds of willions of

1

Europeans_and Arabs. In this context, we muzt not be content to soree to

the fact that the Furopesn reader, listensr and television viewer does
i

not interest hiwself in information in the irab World, for it fells +o
I/‘ T . ‘
tne meana of information to change this attitude. For rrocf, I need menticr

only the growing interest these days in economic information whic!




fuentv years ago, was -limited to a few specialised publications.

-
thomaelves out, cirewlating din a free snd balmnced  panner ;7 that ig the
communal desire of Furopesn and Arab™informers™ ; that
s

aesire of the whole of the international community as is witnessad

by the resclution adopted in Nafrobi at the 19th General issembly of

y

UN@SCO vwhieh was nok limited to sharving the objective bui to proclaming
its devermination to contribute to its achievement., It is 1ncontewuaule

that we are decided, onezncther, to overcome our pet differonces o

,,

Q, y s o e .
creaie new disg pesitions favdrable to a true dialogue of civilizaticn

appropriate to the more closer drawing together of our peopie and to

Joining then %o our comnunal oogertlves of cooperation, comprehension

solidarity, progress snd peace. These are werds to vhich, wvery LlDCp“ﬂ1y‘

we give thelr true meaning.

I the politieal coonomic snd Culfu¢i.1n,'ituﬁion_-‘

to )
pay an imoortant role/uonﬂrn tise this desire, the role of the ue
information 0*111 remains essentially axn ."evangarde” role

A 4
- W3y

the success or the failure of the dialoguz

. This role ceousisis of clarie
Tying public opinion cn the reality, the problems, the mrecccupations and

the intentions of the variner. It co?sists, egually, of correcting pracen

cedlved ideas, recoving doubts and misunderstanding and

¢ nelter graep situation =nd, thug, be canable of closly Tollowing th
action of leaders end even congrolling them., The nethods of informaition
s} WLen

owe 1t to themselves to get the adhererce of recple to any action which:

tends tc create optimal conditions Ffor cooperation and drawing “3?":'ﬂv

sef s

’mhu. wee see Lhe pevapectives For obivciive | infovrmation mapping
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These methods must, equelly, plade at the dispositionsef poli-
S L tdelans all objective deta which may hely , end not :hinde;
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e "~ For hit'part, ‘the politicidn owes it tc. hi

. the jourmalist, who has dhe job ‘of ensuring communication with the madses
: se that .they may support the action he is undertaking.
- ’ K o ' .
v N

L N ; “'These iqter—détiéns.bétween methods of‘infpfmgtion} 1eaée;é;l :
“}‘:; - . - ahd m&ages constitute ﬁjdyﬁamisd which will allow fbr the Juarﬁﬁtdwing

“of thé'success‘of ouf'tésk; onrcondifioh that the faciors we cmll serenity
e ' oﬁjeqtivity, sincei{ty, absence of preccnceived idzas, doﬁinate,our-é?o-~
s T céédings at evary steb.

This iz what ism requested of ocur Puropeesn partners, and in-

R particular of. their methods of dnformation.

B

Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you

for your attention. -
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PROSPECTS FOR THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE

The Eufo—ArabADialogue‘is a by-product of the OctoberWar and the

energy crisis which was aseociatedﬂwith it. ‘While the War served to warn

‘the world community agaiﬁst its apathy towards the conflict in the Middle

East, the ehergy crisis provided'sheer.evidence of the economl¢ interdepen-~

dence between the rich nations and the poor nations..'The‘economic diffi-

" culties which the Arab oil embargo brought to the economies of the rich

nations in the West were the price they had to pay for having ignored the

_ grievances of the Arab people for a long time.

The countries of the European Economic Community,'being the major

trade;partner of the Arab World, were the first to realize—the-poiitical

- implications of the Middle East confliet and the economic consequences of

the oil embargo. -In their detlafation of Nov.:6, 1§f3>theyrsbught to play
a more active“role in the pblities and eeohomics'of the Middle East based
uponrtheir willingeess aha desire to help-inrresolving‘the conflipg an&-ih
develbping the,Arab ecanomies. Arabs in their qust.fer peace weleeﬁed the
new European spirit and inltiatlvee and reacted favorably to the Commun1tyls
call for cooperation. Therefore! the Europeans' attempts to look after their
own interests and the Afeﬁe'.searcﬁ fof peace were the parents that gave
birth to the Euro-Arab Dlalegue.

In this paper an attempt will be made to identify the obJectlves

of the Dialogue and define the'main_political and non-political problems

that arc limiting its potentials. The possibilities of developing tﬁe '

Dialogue into an effective instrument for achieving peace, stability'and"‘

cconomic progress for both sides will be ekplofed.
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| The Obiectives of the Dialogue

- Political, cultural and economic interchange between EurOpe and the

Arab World is as old as recorded history While economic and cultural in—

.' terests have been the overriding objectives of the Euro-Arab contacts,

. military conquests and political domination had characterized the relations

|
between the twoﬂregions in the past. The disappearance of European -colon- -

ialism from the Arab World in the 1960's opened the possibilities for the

”'eatablishment of better and mutually advantageous relations between the

e

two regions.

Arabs and-Europeans; being bound to each other by links of neighbor--

hood common cultural heritage and mutual economic interests, find in the

Dialogue an opportunity to exchange views on a wide range of subjects.

While it provides a framework for promoting friendship, it opens opportun—

ities for cooperation on a region-to—region basis; and while it expresses

the need for Euro-Arab cooperation, it symbolizes the joint w1ll to realize

- it. But for friendship "and cooperation to benlong—lasting and mutually ben-

eficial they must be 1nstitutionalized

" The objectives of the Dialogue, as defined in the Cairo memorandum,

aim at the establishment of special relations between the Arab cOuntries

‘ﬁ "and the countries of the European Economic Community They include political

as well as economic, social cultural and technolog1ca1 cooperation. While

the Arab countries stand to benefit directly from solving the Arab Israeli

conflict Europe has a stake in solving that conflict from the security

point of view. . Politically the improvement of conditions in the Middle
hast will tend to limit the 1nfluence of the Soviet Union, and economically
it will tend to help secure the continuation of the supply of Arab oil to

the EEC countries.




. resources, markets, human resources, oil and other raw materials needed

by Europe to maintain its economic prosperity. The European need for
unical and managerial know-how. And since the exports and imports of both
T directly and indirectly from each other's markets.

‘objectives gave rise to certain organizational and- conceptual problems.

" While the Arabs tend to emphasize the political aspects of the Dialogue,

‘-the Europeans have emphasized the economic and the technical aspectS'
A.and while the Arabs have been trying to define the principles of friend-‘\

ﬂ: ship and to lay down the foundations for cooperation, ‘the Europeans have

© projects and areas of possible cooperation.

countries. Therefore, Europe's interest in the political dimension of

. the Dialogue seems to be limited to those aspects capable of normalizing -

- its relations with the Arab countries. QEE:EEEEE) search for a .global

. behind tneir favorable reaction to Europe's call for cooperation.

‘While Europe has technology, markets and the expertise needed by

the Arab countries to develop‘their economies, the Arab World has financial -

Arab 01l and petrodollars is matched by the Arah,neeo for Europe's tech-

sides are of a different nature, Arabs and Europeans stand to benefit

The ambitiousness of the Dialogue and the complicated nature of its

been trying to limit the range and the scope of the Dialogue to specific

The economic pressures of the Eil;jmgggugl imposed by the Arabs in'

the 1973 7& period provided the impetus countries,of the EEC to ' o l?? %

introduce a-political dimension into their relationships with the Arab

I

solution to the conflict in the Middle East was the overriding motive

Creating'the.conditions conducive to the development of the Arab

world, and restoring the rights of the Palestinian people through a peace-




"aepects of the bialogue.

R L A . i . . : - et
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“"':fff'ful solution . to the Middle Eastern conflict are the main objectives of- the
¥ Arabas. Securing a continuous supply of Arab oil at reasonable prices,-
‘[ aud tecycling petrodollars through the Community are'the main ebjectives

T »of the Europeans. While the objectives of both parties are vital and

legitimate they can only develop in a framework of confidence and ‘mu~ 7
tually advantageous economic and political cooperation.

leficulties Facing the Dialogue

. The Arabs' heavy emphas1s ‘on the polltical dimensions of the Dialogue

“"has been the Europeans ‘major problem in dealing with the Arab countries,

and the European tendency to play down the political aspects of the Dialoguetfi

has been the source of most of the difficulties encountered by the Euro-

Arab negotiatursf' While both tarties aspire for better relatiens and more

cooperation, mutual understanding is proceeding at a very slow pace. .

- The dialogue, being a unigque experience in international;felations;-

poses unusual problems of organizatipn and conceptualization, 'Althqugh
the political difficultiies are the most important, organizational , as
well as technical, financial and economic difficulties exist. and serve to.

1imit the potentiaiities of the Dialogue._ While they tend to impede its

' -development they are threatening to cripple the whole process of nego~

'tiations. Though difficulties facing the negotlators are many and complex

in nature it is possible to reduce the magnitudes of most of them 51g—
) ﬁ

nificantly by redefining the p051t10ns held by eachjside on the d1fferent

The Political Difficulties:

————————— e

The creation of the state of| Israel in Palestine in 1948 has been
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‘the major factor contributing to‘politieal instability and economie:.and

';'social disruption in the Arab World. Since then the Arabs-have.been di-

verting an extremely large share of their iimited‘resources (especially
in the non—oil producing countries) to build up their defense forces,’

'thus reducing the available resources committed to development. The Arabs

‘-_for example, pay for a fighter bomber with funds capable of building new

‘schools that could have housed more than 25 000 students, and pay for a

' modern tank with money_that would have built new homes capable of housing

more than 1000 families. . -~

While Israeli wars have increased the economic and human burdens on -

:the Arab societies, Igraell expansionist polic1es have been a continuous

. threat to Arab gecurity, territorial integrity and political stability.

The Arabs- desire and search for peace-is necessitated by economic,

[

political human and security reasons. Therefore, the resolutiqn of the -

ArabﬂIsraeli conflict, from an Arab perspectlve, is a prerequ151te for

--'economic and social development and takes priorlty over all oeher'internal

problems and internarionallconsiderations:

The deslre expressed by the countries of the EEC to contribute to

: é global solution)of the Middle Eastern conflict lacks the practical

measures needed to transform this.desire into an effective poliey. While
no steps have been taken to'push-for the implementation of the United
Nations resolutions concerning the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Community

)

has not taken any initiatives to try to) narrow the gap separating the

feuding parties. = And as the Israelis jzontinued. to defj the UN resolutions
and violate the four principles of the &th of November declaration,-the

. . . : : | | .

Community continued to support the Israe?i-economy. The failuyre to take

NW};
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. a firm position on the Palestinian right of self-determination, and the
‘continued political and economic support extended to the.state of Israel

- has had the effect of stiengthening the Israeli occupation of Arab lands.

In doing 8o, the Community is actually violating the human and political

"principles it claims to 'stand for.
“Tﬂeji;;pility of the Nine to reach a political accord
with the Arabs also stems from theilr relations with each
other and from prevailing attitudes in Western Europe...
They are alsc more hesitant to become politically involved
with the Arabs because of the priority they place on
etrategic concerns and on a greater sense of affinity with
Israel,"

The European objections to Palestinian representation on the

Arab side and the signing'of a preferred trade agreement wiih Israel _‘<3>

'_iEfEaxl_lgzi were the first d1ff1cu1t1es facing the Dialogue at its in-

i ception. The PLO being aware of the advantages of the Dialogue as a

‘ potential force for advancing the causes of peace, political stability
‘1land economic progress in the whole world moved unhappily but willingly
to participate in the Dialogue on the basis of a de facto recognition.
And as the_Euro—Arah relations were deteriorating due to the signing of
the May agreement, it was the PLOVpresencer which helped define the Arab -
'position on thia issue and_eaee the tension which was oeveloping on.both
‘Vsides. Without the active participacion‘of‘tﬁe PLO in the Arab pre;-
- parator& meeting-which was‘held in Cairo in May, 1975, the Euro-Arab
.DialgOue would have remained a potential W1thout real prospects for
actualization. While the PLO presence in the Dlalogue has been a force
for ratiomality, it helped consolidate the Arab political position and

- . served to hold the Arabs eogether.

T
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The EutOpecns, in deepening their oosition on the Arab‘Iareeli con-
li-tflict,.will not oe compromising their fundamental values or oolitical.

: ?~:jintegrity, but standing for justice and human rights. While the qOmmunity L
recognizes its'vital.economic interests in the Areb World, it fails to

:A,'fully‘recognize its political responsibilities.

‘_ Organizational Difficulties

The many orgnaizational difficulties facing the Dialogue ere'not
limited to one side, though they are more v131b1e on the Arab side.r

j3Wh11e the Arabs as well as Europeans have their own internal difficulties

‘potentials of the Dialogue emanate mainly from the structure and func-

tions of the General Committee. The_@eneral Committee, being the main

_ body of the Dialogue, has the responsibility of guidimg the Dialogue's

‘ otﬁer organg, supervising the work of all other3COmmittees and'intro—°

-ifﬁ\ . The two meetings of the General Committee held in Luxemburg in May,

?E..f;ﬁﬁ 1976 and in Tunis in February, 1977 proved capable of introducing few

changes but failed to guide the working committees or to solve any of
‘__'__‘__,4-——'-_"—'__—'_‘-—‘

“?the problems they have ene0untered And while they succeeded in including‘

‘

'interactionlbetween the participants on both sides. In fact, the pro-
jcedure adopted By the‘General Committee served to put an end to the
" intellectual interactlon between the Euro—Arab -experts and provided as
, - H .
l; ;?' ﬂ:l a substitute a monologue type of exchange of views through a group re-

presentative.

the orgauizational problems that are contributlng most to limiting the - ﬁ_*in

ducing changes deemed necessary to achieving the objectives of the Dialogue. -




The main difficulties that emanate from the present structure of

'ﬂ the General Committee, and the du;ation of its meetings, may. be sum-

- marized in the following points:
o _ 7 o ,
4o . 1. Being held at the ambassadorial level, it lacks technical
T ' expertise and becomes a consultation body without the
responsibilities for taking any significant decisions.
2. The short duration of its meetings limits the ability to
- study in depth any of the problems or suggestions that may
be referred to it for consideration.

As a result, the working‘eommittees have not been able to get any

. }:(ffﬂw - ‘of thelr problems selved through the Genefal'Committee.: Therefore, the

:‘cdﬁsiderable efforts exefted'bf the enthusiestic pafticipants en botﬁ.
esides were underﬁined aed f:ustfated. In fsct,'the ineffecﬁiveneSs of the
'JGeqeral:Cbmmittee has caused the Dialogue to lose its momentue.
In ofdef to enable the'Generel Coumittee to take into‘serious con=
‘sideration all problems and suggestions presented to it, and to develop
the Dialogue into a framework capable of effecting an intellectual inter-
.shaction between the men and 1deas on both sides, we feel that the follow1ng
should be introduced:
.‘i.' Ihe General Committee should be heid at the ministeriairlevei.

2, All members of the working cormittees should attend the meetings
' of the General Committee.

" 3, The Committee should meet for a minimum of five working days,
with two days devoted to a conference-type meetings to review -
the progress of -the Dialogue in general. Such meetings will
be opened to all the members who will be encouraged to participate
in the discussions without any commitment to either side or

%delegation.

4. The creation of a general secretariat with two offices, one
in Cairo and one in Brussels, to improve the communlcations and
coordination systems at all levels.
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countries governing the principles,and rules of transfering technology

S developed countries to ask for the same thing.

‘from the rich countries to the poor c0untries Europeans will have to R
; fade this issue so0ner or later. The Community, being involved in a
"dialogue with the Arabs, ‘1s much better off to deal with the question at

_a time when her partners are prepared to pay for whatever knowledge they

" the' Arab World is potentially one of the, richest in the whole world, it

is in fact one'of the poorest: some 757 of its population is illiterate,
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S The difficulties facing the Euro-Arab Dialogue are not limited to

(Wi

its political_and organizational problems.. All attempts to institution—

aliae cooperation are encountering difficulties of different magnitudes

el
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in almoét 81l filelds. Among the most important ones are those facing

S

cooperation in the fields of technology transfer and trade.

"
-

-

' f' European unwillingness to reach an understanding with the Arab

k-

S,

L
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to thoae countries stem from the following

1. Fedr of Betting a precedent which might encourage other under-

’

B .2; The belief that Arabs are not willing to pay the tight price
aose for the technical know-how they geek to acquire

‘; Fenr of potential Arab competition. o Co .' b f S

v

Since many of the UN agencies and the so- called South-North

Dialogue are trying to deal with the question of technology transfer

, I-‘ {

r .
. c,,f_
t B 1

svek to acquire and can afford to do so. - ' ) ; -

1 ,‘

The fear 5f Arab competition, while understandable, is not really

t ¥
p—

a threat in the foreseeable future. While such possibility exists
f : . ‘ -
theoreticallly, it can hardly be considered an immediate problem. Though

.'I

. ]
' .
‘ L

only 50? of the children in 5-15 years of age group attend school 'about .
T . : . . \ ﬁ
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half the population still suffers from 111 health and malnutrition; the
population - doctor ration is in excess of 3500 to 1; not more than one
third of all families,%ive in decent houses; about 10% of its acgive labér
force has emigrated ouéside the Arab countries,-and most of its natural,
financial and human resources are very much un-cjerutilized.2
The gap that seplrates the Arab countries from the countries of the'
EEC, as the-above-mentLoned figures demonstrate, 1is very unlikeiy to be
bridged for-g long.tiﬁe. Therefore, it is unrealistic for any one to
.think tha; Arab indujtries are a potential threat to the Eﬁfopeén indus;
tries. On the other hand, any contributions Europeans make go help
d;velop Arab econorfes will profit the European economies directly and

indireétly, as we % 11 try to demonstrate later.

The matter of&concluding.arprefé:entiéi—tfade agreement with the.

Community has-been OJ\.Of the Arabs' main concern since the beginning of
the dialogue.' The Fjropeans so far have shown themsel&és ﬁnwilling to
embark updn a élobé] trade égreement with the Arabs. f%hey claim that
differences between |he Arab countries and their comme:¥ial interesté ére

"such that a pragmatj: approach is more applicable. Thi% in fact is an

attempt to preserve(a limited approach, demonstrated in{their adherence

on and the Mediterranean policy, unc=r which ten

Arab countries hav been 1ncluded.

Arab oil ex- rted to the Community, which is not bject to customs ..

duties ‘makes up J% of its total imports from the Arad J:ountriaes. About

50% of the other mports are duty free since they come /irom Arab countries

Jme or Mediterranean-type agreements. (This means that
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Ao pressures are eased or ellmlnated
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ﬁ.oﬁly'SZ of all Arab exports Lo the EEC arc subject to.customs dutles,

h whigh equals less than 1% of the Community s total imports.

Therefore, it seems that the Communlty s unwilllngness to negotlate

" a global prefcrential'trade agreement with the Arab countries lacks any

Considering the positive impact the

gubstantial economic reasoning.

conclusion of such an agreement would haVe on the Euro-Arab Dialogue, it

T would be unreasonable for the Europeans not to take the Arabs' desire into

serious consideration. Deepite all these facts, the Europeans are not

- ) - expected to consider negotiating such an agreement unless external political

While the. Arabs feel free to move. ahead

‘ff’. With their plans to’ expand and intensify their cooperation with Europe,

P the Europeans for reasons of 1nterna1 division and external pressures,

’ have not been able to pursue the Dialo

" The Prospeots for the Dialogue

. The Euro—Arab Dialogue at the present time is an expressiongof

~ :l i friendship which each side is trying to exuend to the other and a symbol
L krlendsT
SR | |
BT of the joint will to expand cooperation.Beéween Western Europe and the

h epecial

the Arab World. It is an unprecendented attempt to establis

h;relationships'between two different groups of countries through an ineti—

e . : *
o - Although'the progress achleved thus far has been 1n31gnificant,

any problems that may be creeted orrdeveloped to impede negotiations will:

be viewed, partlcularly by the Arabs, as.a-sign of reluctance to pursue

cooperation with the Arab countries on a mutually adrantageous basis.

Attempts to disrupt the process of negotlatlons and to halt the Dialogue

gue in the most constructive_maﬁner. ~f
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':;El'.] will be interpreted as a proof of the Community 8 unwillingness to commit

E

"‘.itself to the development of the Arab countries in particular, and the

";f_Third World countries in general

The future of the Euro—Arab Dailogue and therefore the’ future of

the Euro-Arab relations, depends heavily on the ability of each side to

understand the other’s needs and aspirations in a world of turbulance,

v?rwﬁd?‘f -

,challenge and cont inuous change. Both Arabs and‘Europeans_have political

- and ‘economic interests in each other's region which ought to be pursued

e R L
S i

~ and looked after; The Dialogue provides'both parties with an opportunity ‘ '; o
to expand those interests and with the means to legitimatize them To
e:-enter the process of give-and take which is very essential to the success .

of the desired Euro—Arab relationship, both parties have to deflne their

: needs, prioritie§, and aSpirations and articulate their respective positions

v

on 1ssues to be discussed.

”’ﬁhile-Arabs have been able to articulate their political position

they have failed to define their economic needs and priorities, and while

Furopeans have been able to deveIOp a position on the economic dimen31ons

of the Dialogue at this stage,

they have failed to articulate their

political position. Both parties, as a result, have failed to define

i‘together how the political dimensions of the Dialogue relate to.’ the

‘ 'economic ones.
Internal divisions among the Nine countries of the Community have
been an obstacle to any significant progress in the political field. The"

Community, informulating its political position, tends to defer to the

" most pro-Israeli position taken by any of its member states. Despite all

B A R
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the political, economic and securlty interests the Community haa in the
‘ Arab World, it - has- yetrto assume its responsibilities towards promot1ng .
stability and economic progress in the region. Playing an active'role in
.‘resolving the Arab-Israeli confiict wili not only enhance Euro-Arab
'cooperation,-butrwiilxcontribute positively towards,rebuildingﬂﬁurOpe's
status and power,' o | |
o Since most member states of‘tne Community'beiieve that.their.own
fpoiitical stability and futLre lies in maintaining cioee reiationsvwith

the United States of America, the Community has yielded to Americang

pressures. While Americans 1mposed a veto power over any European political

" role in the Middle East, Europeans have been asked to avoid getting

_ involved in the economics or politics of the Arabian Gulf This position
"is not oniy preventing the Community from exploiting the'potentialities.
of the Diaiogue,'but can be-expecteo to'deepen the divisiOn among-the
Nine when national intereSQS are weighed'against the importance-of main—g
:taining ‘the American connectiOn.'
If maintaining strong political and military relations W1th the
- U.s. 1a a‘guarantee for world political stability, economic cooperationrt
i~¢;;%;~ .;with the Arab world is.theiguarantee for world economic recouery.".The
l:gcontinued reluctance of the Europeans.to free themeelves from American
influence-is being interpreted in the Arab WOrldras playing for advantages
without a corresponding willingness to take Arab 1nterest into serious
':i.consideration. | | |
While total involvement in the politics of the Middle East,wh'ic'hl

most of the Nine maintained during the coionial'era, is dangerous'and

TrEn
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';'unacceptable, total withdrawal is more dangerous and demonatratesran act
:l-of 1rresponaibility. Europe 5 political role and presence in the Middle

e i“East ought to be commensurate with the force of its economic interests.

S : /

r? J If the stalemate continues in the Middle East war could erupt

Atagain and probably before Europe gets over its economic problems. The

Arabs, being at a disadvantage vis-a-vis Israeli military power, will be

1inclined to use their oil weapon. Since the 1973-74 partial oil embargo
falled to accOmplieh its political objectives, the new oil emhargo will
M ‘13, most 1ike1y'be a total onme. While the previous embargo 1is estimated to

= have resulted in a $30-60 billion loss in the American GNP a total

" embargo will have a devastating effect on the world economy.
Since the EEC countries depend heavily on Arab 011 which supplies
- _about 707 of the Community s oil needs European economies will be

L]

" the first to suffer from any renewed disruptlon of oil production. Andf

if the partiel embargo resulted in the present European economic rece391on,":
a new one, even lf less than total, will definltely cripple the European
'economies., S | o B |

If Americans succeed 1n resoclving the conflict in the Middle East,'-
:?f;; . which 13 unlikely inrthe near future, their,rapproachement with the

Arah World might provide the Arabs with an alternative to the Community.

Therefore, Europe will be the main 1oser regardless of what happens in
EQ; “: _the Middle East. And 1f the American move flrst to recongnize the PLO
Europe is bound to suffer.

It is very unfortunaté that Eurcopeans tend to underestimate the role .

'7 they can .play in'solving the'economic and'political problems facing the
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;__fﬁorld eonmunity. %or the ﬁuropeans to evoid nisfortunes due to any rer:'
: newed hostilities between the Arabs and the Israelis and to benefit
:fmost fron the opportunity provided by the Euro-Arab Dislogue, they ‘have
wto essume a leading role in the‘search for a just peace in the Middle

: .East,7 Only a contracted political agreement with the Arab countries can _;5 o

e':safeguard EurOpe against oil embargos and enhance its prestige and interests

i‘lin the Arab World.

R American and European 1nterests in the Arab World sre; to a large
((extent,lcontradictory. While both sides at the present time are competing
tor'Arab markets. they may be competing for Arab 0il and other raw materials o

715 the near future, especieily if'Arabs decide to use their unrenewable

natural resources rationally. The latest CIA(Central Intelligence'Agency) '_‘Q

.Vreport'on‘energy has concluded that wOrld'demand for oil'will exceed world -
'.;supplyiby 1965: Estimates by other international oil companies while
Iconfirming the conclusionfof the CIA report, ﬁave indieated that:worid oil
- - demand by 1985 is‘expected to reach between 65-67 million barreis per -
'ipoay, and”ﬁorld_supply-is not expected to exceed 66 million barrels per
_qay.B : _ - . Lo S

| -The:eeonomic, political and soeialisystems‘inrthe West are'buiit
ipon the essumption that natural resources ere abnndant'and.inexhaustible:'
Therefore modern economic systems are built to deal with problems ar151ng -

.. from technological changes, but can hardly adJust to shortages in raw

materials. Since natural resources are limited and tend to be exhaustible,

2 new international economic order in which‘reglon-to-region cooperatiom

P—

plays a leading role is therbest way_to avoid serious economic proBlems

of an international magnitude.

;-




It was always thought that economic interdependence erists mainly
between the rich nations. Therefore, Americans as well as Europeans still
believe that the economic recopery of one.side would‘contribute positively
and directly to end the economic‘troublea of the other. But the'changes

in the world economy since the early 1970's have proved that economic

interdependence exists mainly between the rich nations and the poor

EEEEEEE- While the absorptive capaoity of markets inlthe indostrial
‘nations of the West put together have failed to match the productive

capacity of their economies, the energy crisis has increased their de-

pendence on the economies of the poor nations. The failure to acknowledge'i-'"

this'fact and adjust to it has been a major force contributingfto the ~
ever increaeing econonmic troubles of the world. |
Markets ag well as eources of raw mater1als are needed by the rich
nations to help ease their economic and social problems. Since the Arab
markets are the fastest growing im the world and the largest single

supplier of energy, the Arabs seem to be holding one of the keys to the

world 8 economic recovery ' Therefore a European commitment to develop—

ment.in thé Arab World is at the same time a commitment to the West's
economic recovery.

Considering.the natural economic interdependence that exists be-

tween the Arab countries and the countries of the Community, it 1s

disappointing to realize that the Euro-Arab Dialogue has not been able

to register any significant progress. During the period 1970 75 the exports

of the Community to the Arab countries have more than trebled, rising to

,3147 while imports from the Arab World have almost doubled rising to

1912. The EEC exports to the Arab countries constitute about 13% of its
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total exports, and imports about 204 of the total which makes the Arab
B ul:ﬂ C World. the Community's. largest single trade partnerré o

B While Arab oil‘provides the Community with 70Z of its 01l needs,

\ ) B

i investment by the Arab oil exporting‘countries in the industrial nations
| . .

\
|

of'the West have reached $56 billion, and while about 50% of Arab imports

comeé from the Community. about 50% of its exports go to the Community,

which is more than twice the total Arab exports to the United States, Japan
5

-and the eastern European countries put together.

| Europe 8 awareness of 1its security needs in the Middle East. should
encourage a more active role in the search for peace. Simiiarly, the
natural economic interdependence between the two regions should make it
more attractive to expand cooperation. And as competition between the

~industria1 nations intensifies over the existing and the potential

markets, the Community will feel inclined to make commercial concessions

- to the Arabs in order to guarantee a permanent access to their markets.

Mutual advantages gained by both sides, together with the better-

‘ment of understanding, will serve as a solid base, on which the aspired.
'V-Euro-Arab friendship and cooperation will be built and enhanced. Since
gw; ';"' aspirations towards unity on both sides are being realized very slowly
N but gradually through the Dialogue, we feel confident that progress is
forthcoming And despite the gloomy picture in the short range, long

J

range prospects are promising‘

a-
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TEXT OF THE ADDRESS DELIVERED WY MR VIRGINIO ROGNONI VICTE = FRE-
SIDYNT OF THE CHAMBER OF THE . DEFUTIES

Ladies and gentleman, good evening, f am pleased to welcome you
on behalf of the organisation which,torheter with Florence Town
Hall,promoted this meetings the Italo — Arab Friendship Hational
Association,the Center for Italo = Arab Relations, the Italian
Forum for Security and Cooperation in Europe and in Mediterrane
én, TPATHO ('Institute for relations between Italy mnd African

countries,South America, Middle Easr).

Qur ohject is that of putting forward ideas and proposals for
an always more significant cooperation.betwesn Furope and Arab
World. These ideas and proposals do not mature nor find their
place in an aseptic contest, but within a framework which is al-

ready rich of contests,;lights and shadows,

This is why during the meeting, there will surely not bhe lack
of good reasons to focus, first of all the situation of the eu~
ro — arab dialogue and of how from the diplomatic point of view,

1t is configured after the last meeting held in Tunis by the Ge-

mneral Commission appointed to this dialogue.

The object is clgar: Confronting the positions of the differcht
countries and of the different policies,present in the EUIC,try-
ing to outline if posaible, a common policy of the coﬁ%inuation
of the dialogue and over the contents and the modalities of

such a developpment., For this reason we have met here in Flo-
rence to listen to and fto discuse about important reports on the
subject. Authorts of theée reports speak on thgir own hehalf
but they respresent besides a2 guite high ;evel‘of technical and
political culture, also prominent currens of economic and poli#

tical currens in the ERC,

This restatement does not take wlace in a closed and reserved

seat but in an open one, so that the meeting take the charac-




term of a franc debate with the very-same AR operators -
fpoliticians economists, men of culture - of the arab world.

We want and we wish a confrontation rich of contents, hetween
positions wich arc still different and full of conflicts. So a
debate which places itself within the wide and laborious dialo-
sue between the European Community and the Arab World in its.
whole, If we shall succeed in attaining our ohject it will be
the course of this meeting itself that will give us evidence of

thig?} in the end.

Opening the meeting, I would like to outline the actual situation
- of the eurc - arab dialogue as i% has come out of the already m
mentioned Tunis meetingl It is well kneown that the fimal comu-—
niqué of the Tunis meeting served not to reflect completely the
variegated contents and the different mowments of the discussion
which took place between the representatives of the nine éountri
es of the EEC and that of the 271 countries membres of the Arab

Leaguc.

infacﬁ the final tewt approved softens, for easily understandab-
le consicdcerations, the motives, also polemical which could be >
felt in the dascussion especially during the first mecting day
when the parties ewpressed their general actitude. In the con-
clusive communigué satisfaction is evinced for the positive pfo—
ceeding of the talks and the convergences realized, bhetween the
narties, in the evaluvation of the middle —~ eastern problcem are
mentioned. On the subject 1t is well known that the posiftions
of the nine countries of the Community, stonding from the Hovem-
ber 1973 bulletin; have undergone an cvolutive process tending
to gather even though with differeont shades and different accen-

tuation arcund the three following items:

a) With draval of the Israeli troops from all territories occu-

pied duriag the 1967 woar:



b) Recognition of the legitimate right of the Palestinisn Arab
neople to set up its own independent stotes

c) Safe ewistence for all states, the State of Israel icluded,

As to Arab_proposal to set up a permanet comnittee for political
consultation the comminiqué says only that the "NINE" will cwa-
mine the proposal with the "due care”. Nothing'is gsagd about
the request made by the Arad side tha® the "Nine" acknowlzdgze
PLO as the only representative of the Falestinian péople, ner of
the request of Arab presence at the newt place gg %%e Conference
for the Security and Cooperation in Europe which/%e held in Bel-
srade.  For what concerns the aspeets of cooperation in the tecc-
nical, economic and cultural fields the communiqué mentions the
work of the competent commissions =nd cmphasizes, in o mEihwuwi
particular way tho improvements accomplished especially in the
sorucgltural fields. About the other questicns which are consi-
derced delicate especially for the curoyesn countries,difficulti
cs to meet the Arab wishes, the final tewt =dopts compronised
conclusions, essentislly not bin&ing whicih ocpen hew prnspects,

; even though not immediate. Pinally, the suhjeet of financingy
studies Tor projects to bhe recalized in the frame of the curc -
arab dizlogue, the final document mentions that the Arabh party
put at disposgal fiftéen milions dollarg;it mentions mm alsd the
cémmitteo that should supervise the utilization of those suﬁ and

of that which will he aporopriated by the EIC.

3¢, the commaunigué has subordinated the divergences emcrged, a
emphasizing the concrete results accoplished: this has pointed
out that another step was done on the path of dialoguc., This is
a correct egvaluation if we consider the real difficuwltiss of
such a difficult and articulate disloguc as indeed the dialosue
between FEC conntries and the Arab World,is.

1

In spite of all the diplomatic prudencc and forms, in the comuni-

qué, therc is & positiv aspects it evidencies the two partics



belief‘in the necesslty of developing the sctual process. Aft-
or Tunis:the process continuss and dovelops itself in the wider
frameworl of the North - South dialogue even if, up to mim, datec,
it was not possible fimwing the datce for the convication of the
forescen Foreign Ministers Conference and,; even if no agreem:nt
has been attaincd as te the sitting up of a body apt to allow a
permancnt consuitation on the political problems between EEC and

the Arabh countries rRumbmpmme Leaguc.

The will of geing =head and the consciousness of the process usc-

fulness for both parties are surely stronger than the difficuls

ties; as it has appearcd in Tunis necting. All this is true; ins

deed, but not to idlc on this truth it is neccssary that the ob-

stacles, just bmmam becausc they sexistm —nd they are of different

kinds even within the twp partics ; that these phstacles, we said
he cwamined calmly ~ad that they underso a strict and precise

analysis,

These things can be casily accenplished in such a necting as

this one , which have oniy one progiudicial, that of the argued
digcussion, of the ~reat nutual willingness to listen on the sro-
und of a reaffirned Optioﬁ ot friendéhip and nitual intoerest,.

So, what chances are therec on the table?

FEverybody can notice tho difforent point of view from which the
two partics look towards the dialoguc; this diversity —ads so-
rmeone say that, nischicvously that it is not o dialogue but a

e
douhle monologsuc,

The Arab fricndg undeorlince the political aspects and, in this m
view, they assert prospéctS concerning to montion the wmost impo-
rtant points:

a) An zlways more operating and unitarian curoncen willingness
at solving the arab - igracli coanflict;
b) The recognition of the PLO as reprasentative.of the Pale=
stinian people within the sphere of tiie rmere grnerol cendidoras

tion
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tion of the Palestinian people’s national rights;
¢) Participaticn of the Mediterrancan Arab countries to the next
Belgrade meeting of the Conference for Socurity and Cooperation

in Buropc.

Certainly, these are delicate and complex guestions on which the
opinion of sorme Turopean countries nnd ¢f the Community in its
Whele do not coincide completly between them, nor they do with
the positiond of the different Arab countrics. 3But this arc al-
s¢ the mrln political themes opened by the dehate and for this

we reproposc them to the people attending this meeting.

In our opinion the unavoidable importance of political thames

f
and of the divergences on them mwust not overshadow tha thomos

- and prohlems of the ceconomic cooperation. We know wery woll

T

what are the contents of this cooperation. e Buropesns, ask
the oil produccrs, Arab countrics o certitude in the supplics
and a stop in the prices rush. But, on the other hand, we must
find the right solutions to the problems strongly underlined

hy the Arab countrics of the transfer of technologics, of the po-
tection of Arsh investment in Burcpo against the risks of inflo-

tion and of whmmwmm alteration changes, of the opening of curo-

-pean markets to arab products , the treancnt of arab workcrs in

the Ruropean Comrunity.

Also these arc delicate and complex problzms which engage our

rieeting, They are so inportant that swhm they condition mum
those further deoveloppients of the cconomiic cooperation betwee
the BEC and the Arab countries, upon which peint all changes

of positive ovolution of the pelitical framework and of the nu-
tual confidence and solidarity...

As far as we arc coancerned - that is, for what concernes the as-
soclaftlons which organized this mecting and which represoent all
the politicaml, denocratic ~nd costitution-l forces of our coun—

try = wo woulcd like to sbtross the necd that the Cosrwunity and the
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Arab countrics pass over the actual fimma phase, charactorisced by
intense comuercial business to a more significant phasce of hila-

teral snd rultilateral cooperation which is already outlined hy

the traties between BEC, the Maghreh countries and MMashreok,

‘This passage is an inportant condition for o wilder and higher po-

litdeol convergence and for the psace and sceurity of all the eu-
ropean and wedlterrancan arca. So, for the ocwtension of the so-~
curity and cooperation system from Turope to the Fediterrancan
ot for a peaceful Iediterrancan, 1t is neccessary to dovelop tho
gconomic cooporatiom and the appreoach of the two ancient culturecs.
Wo do not Gream of anh utopistic lHediterrancan Comrunity as a re—
production of whta has alrgady heen in tho ancient ond in the
middle age world, nut of a Hediterrancan walch act as = hridge
hetween the Arabg the Africap and thoe Zuropcan Community. B-

ven on this thermes we would like to discuss in this florence mo-
eting and we would like %o owmamine then freely and frankly, ma

without any ofificizlisn or diplomafic pridance.

To telle the truth, the curc - arab dialogue, 1tg viclssitudes

]

and its outceones are some hasic clenoats and factors of peacc

i1 the Mediterrancnan arca anc, therefore; for the wholc wotld.
But there is morc:the curo -~ arab dizalosue i an cxemple for it
ahows ﬁsp in an impertant and interesting way, thz wider dialo-
zuc bobwoen the North and the-Souths consicdering this an instru -
ment for new and balanced and more just policics and cconomics
in the world, it casy to uncerstand thoe idmpotance of them which
in these days cggages us and the susgestive dircetion which the
digcussion could take, |

Can Furopc stand the rosponéibilities comnected to the develop+
ment of the Buro-Arab Dianlcguc which is necessarily placed in a
context hoving such wide and diffuse offccts? -

This is the final question which could emcrge from this noocting

<3

5

and from its gtatements, hased on three reports of the curopean



side.

Arabs can start locking at Europe as an intorlocutor less condi
tioning than the two Big Powers. But which are the conditions?
What the Burcpean common effort must be ‘done to attain them and
consolidate then.

For what cgnécrns ITtaly, our country, fecling that it is Hedi-
terrancan nation and facing the conscgquent responsibilitics, ac-
complishes the task of "bbeing"Eurcope and of contributing, con-—
cretely, to the construction of its unity.

In facﬁ; Furope's unity can be attained insitutionally certain-
lys; but 1t can have breath and real legitimate only by opening

wide spaces te its self-governing political detorminatioNes.e

- No doubt an cxtrenely impertant direction -political, economlc

and commercial-is the onc towards the Arab world =nd of this di-
foction bocomes seriousky and produciﬂgg it can last and resist
only.ij it is applicd by an Burcpean common policy and not by
this or that country's policy. 1

I know very well that this view is the cutlet of an uncasy
process and that in shmrt and mediwn terms the relaticns boetwe-
en single EEC countrics and single Arab countrics do not loose
their value., But thesc agrcoments should be made in that view
which, in our opiniony is the only.one to be adopted, also be-
cause it involves and drass with it the same political unity

of thce arab world.

Ladics and gentlemen, it was not my task to give a short summa-
ry of the throe reports of this mectingg I only wanted o outli-
ne, on behalf of thc Association that prormoted it, a pessible
frame work. o

T will add that we decply hope the discussion to be frank and
‘serenc enlivened by an objective rescarching spirit and by
friéndship., _ ’

It is by this OMEN that T renew nmy grecotings and my thanks first

of all 4o the illustrious rapportours'and9 then, to all those
!



who, acccpbing our invitaticn, tock part in the meeting; from ¢

thom -~Arab or IZuropcans- we walt for a contributicon of idcas and

cxperiences uscful to the development of our dialoguc.
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INCONTRO. DI FIRENZE SUL DIALOGO FURO-ARABO
- - Firenze 23-24 aprile 1977 : '

COMUNTICATO FINALE

L'Incontro di Firenze sul dialogo euro-arabo ha ricono-

“sciuto che i recenti colloqui di Tunisi rappresentano un pas-—

so in avanti rispetto al passato avendo creato le premesse

. per il superanento della contrapposizione tra contenuti po-—
I\ .

-

litici e contenuti cconomici del dialogo.
Tale contranposizione ha finora condizionato una migliore
definizione della finalita e dello sbocco del dialogo:in

attoe Il suneramento di cuesta contrapposizione, secondo le
iy 'y A ) ’

"pilt diffuse espressioni del dibattito Fiorentino, deve essere

perseguito con resnlismo, senza ambiziose forzature, ma con

1
&x

fenacia e fermenza,

‘Fsso & condizione per‘nuovi-sviluppi positivi in due Gi- i
fézieni‘pmste‘in progfcssione Ltuna dell'altré;nil conse—
sainento, innansi futto di una-pace siusta in Medio Oriente,
con il vriconondicento e L'astursione deil diritsi nazionali
del nopolo palaestinese vell¥zabito di un assetto politico

i celvaemnedia ¢ dl o pispetto di tutti gli stati che sia

foudto diowaer iaotesa tra btabte le realth nazionali inte-—

b
~
L

- nol , :
apy nellfares dol Dedifterraneo, di un sistema

cavi, che sia do ua lito, wna gneciticazione rilevan—
te del orocecne di disherione o, dall’aliro, i1 risultato

mal i oo G ws arannho Gi viducia e Lt uropa e 1 Poesi
a4 B . e

Axchd, erdeil losnsl e sioteod” 31 couperzlone agonomica,

[
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N INCONTRO DI FIRENZE SUL DIALOGO .EUROHARABO
) ' | Ez’ref'{ze 23-24 -aprile 1977 : '
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A tali sviluppi occorre che siano dedicati'piﬁ efficaci

e convergenti sforzi-sia da parte dei singoli paesi della CEE,
che da parte della comuniti nel suo coﬁplesso. Infatti i
'progressi in atto‘ﬁanno consolidati sia attreverso accordi
maltilaterali che bilaterali, a condizione che guesti siano
coordinati in una visione generale unitaria e aliena da in-
teressi nazionalistici.

'iIl pﬁossimo iﬁcoatro di" Belgrado che dovra misurare lo
stato di attuazione del trattato di Helbinky, pud essere

i1 luogo ed il momento adatto per porre l'esigenza di un am-
pliamento a tutite le nazioni mediterranee e ai pdesi del mon-—
:_ . do arabo, per coinvolgerle in un discorso pi#t generale di
pace e sicurezzie.

‘L'inccntro di Firenze pur consapevole degll ostacoli e

delle difficolté che pérmahgono tanto.snel quadro politico

che in guello eéonomico, ha espresso speranza .e fiducla in
tali sviluppi. Esso ha auspicato altresi che il dialogo tra

i governi, dopo Tunisi, continul pil speditamente e, rile-
vandonp.l'imgortanza, ha pures Sottolineatp come altri in-
_contri non ufficiali tra rappresentanze nolitiche e popolari,
simili a guesto di Firenze, possano essere un fatbtore im- ‘

. : portante di spinta e di chiarimento dello stesso dialogo

tra 1 governi,




