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The outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic has put to test EU’s cohesion and effectiveness not
only with regards to its internal governance, but also in relation to its strategic partnerships
with neighbouring countries, starting from the enlargement countries in the Western
Balkans. While a series of multiple crises in the EU were already contributing to cement
resistance towards the enlargement agenda, the pandemic seems to have exacerbated
pre-existing problems of this policy, which is today crumbling under the pressure of current
emergencies. Indeed, the process of EU enlargement in the Western Balkans is today
marred by ambiguities, not providing a clear path to follow towards EU membership. Can
the ongoing debate about European strategic autonomy give new impetus to EU-Western
Balkans relations to move from halfway commitments toward a common agenda?
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DRAFT PROGRAMME

WELCOME REMARKS

NATALIA SANGINITI, Deputy Head, Unit for External relations of the EU, DG for the
European Union, Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation

ETTORE GRECO, Executive Vice President/ Head of the Multilateralism and global
governance programme, Istituto Affari Internazionali (1Al)

SPEAKERS

ODETA BARBULLUSHI, Advisor to the Albanian Prime Minister/ National Coordinator for
Regional Cooperation

DEJAN JovIC, Professor of international relations, Faculty of Political Science, University
of Zagreb

TANJA MISCEVIC, Deputy Secretary General for the European Western Balkans, Regional
Cooperation Council (RCC)

ZORAN NECHEV, Head of the Center for EU integration, Institute for Democracy Societas
Civilis Skopje (IDSCS), and Associate Fellow, German Council on Foreign Relations
(DGAP)

DuSAN RELJIC, Head of Brussels Office, German Institute for International and Security
Affairs (SWP)

MAJDA RUGE, Senior Policy Fellow, Wider Europe Programme, European Council on
Foreign Relations (ECFR)

CHAIR & CONCLUDING REMARKS
MATTEO BONOMI, Research Fellow, Istituto Affari Internazionali (Al)



