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A Conversation with

Amb. Akif Cagatay Kili¢

Chief Advisor on Foreign Policy and Security to the President of the Republic of Tiirkiye

Amb. Prof. Dr. Cagri Erhan

Senior Advisor to the President of the Republic of Tiirkiye
and Deputy Chairman of Security and Foreign Policies Council

Prof. Kili¢ Bugra Kanat

Member of Security and Foreign Policies Council
and Research Director at SETA Washington D.C.

Towards the Ankara NATO Summit &
Southern Flank

20 May 2026
11:00 - 12:15

Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAl)
Via dei Montecatini, 17
Rome, ltaly

Working language: English | In-Person Meeting

The NATO Heads of State and Government Summit is scheduled to be held in Ankara on 7-8 July 2026, at
a crucial juncture for the future of the Alliance. The occasion coincides with the 74th anniversary of Tirkiye’s
membership of NATO, which marks the country’s prolonged commitment to the North Atlantic Alliance and
its principles.

The Istituto Affari Internazionali, in collaboration with the Turkish Embassy in Rome and Turkish Presidency
of Communications, is honored to host a panel analysing Tiirkiye’s contribution to the Transatlantic Alliance.
Top advisors to the President of Tiirkiye in conversation with IAl experts will address the Turkish role in the
Alliance across the years, and examine how it may shift in the future amidst mutating global balances and
new regional challenges.



AGENDA

10.45-11.00  Registration

11.00-11.45 Introductory Remarks

PROF. MARCO SIMONI
Director, Istituto Affari Internazionali

Panel

AMB. AKIF CAGATAY KILIC

Chief Advisor on Foreign Policy and Security to the President
Republic of Turkiye

AMB. PROF. DR. CAGRI ERHAN

Senior Advisor to the President and Deputy Chairman of Security and Foreign Policies Council
Republic of Turkiye

PROF. KILIC BUGRA KANAT

Member of Security and Foreign Policies Council and Research Director at the SETA Foundation
at Washington D.C.

In Conversation with

DR. MARIA LUISA FANTAPPIE

Head of the Mediterranean, Middle East and Africa Programme
Istituto Affari Internazionali

DR. ALESSANDRO MARRONE

Head of Defence, Security and Space Programme
Istituto Affari Internazionali

11.45-12.15 Open Discussion



