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Tensions between Kigali and Kinshasa over the conflict in eastern DRC involving 

M23 rebels and other armed militia groups operating in the region have escalated 

following failed peace talks in December 2024. On 26 January 2025, M23 rebels 

seized control of Goma, displacing thousands and killing hundreds. Aid 

organizations warn of a looming regional humanitarian crisis. In response, the 

Eastern African Community (EAC) and the Southern African Development 

Community (SADC) convened extraordinary summits to formulate a 

comprehensive peace strategy. A joint EAC-SADC summit on February 8 called 

for among other things an immediate cessation of hostilities and a peaceful 

resolution through the Luanda and Nairobi peace processes. Previous high-level 

mediation efforts have failed to put an end to the conflict. What role can 

international actors, including the AU, UN, EU, US and others play in supporting 

peace efforts in the region? 
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PROGRAMME 
 
 

  
   

 14:00 Opening remarks and Chair 
   

  DARLINGTON TSHUMA 
  Researcher, Mediterranean, Middle East and Africa Programme 
  Istituto Affari Internazionali 
 

 
 14:05 Conflict dynamics in the Eastern DRC 

   

  BRAM VERELST 
  Senior Researcher   

  Institute for Security Studies (ISS) 
 

   
 

 14:20 Regional realignments and its impact of peace prospects  
   

  MARISA LOURENÇO 
  Political Analyst and risk Consultant  
 
 

 14:35 Geopolitical realignments in the Great Lakes: Reading of the 
situation and perspectives from the EU 

   

  JONATHAN BELOFF  
Post Doctoral Researcher 
Kings College London 
 
 

 14:50  Q & A session 
 
 
 15:05  Closing remarks 
   

  MARIA LUISA FANTAPPIÉ 
Head, Mediterranean, Middle East and Africa Programme 
Istituto Affari Internazionali 


