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On behalf of the European Union I  would like fir s t of al l to thank the 
S panis h Government for  its  generous  hospitality and its  outs tanding 
organisation of a complex  event.  
 
I  s hould l ike to ex tend my appreciation to the UNDP, the Wor ld Bank, the 
I nternational Monetary Fund and the European Commis s ion for  the ful l in-
depth analyses  of pr ior ity needs  which have been car r ied out.  T hey have 
given us  a valuable guide for  effectively channell ing the international 
community's  contr ibutions  to the rebuilding of I raq.  
 
I  now wis h to honour  with you all thos e who have been so bar barous ly 
mur dered in the pas t weeks . T hey wanted to build a free and s overeign 
I r aq, at peace with itself and with its  neighbours .  
I  want to tell  our  I r aqi fr iends  that the European Union believes  in this  
vis ion, and intends  to s uppor t it and work with them to achieve it.  T heir  
presence and r ole in the Conference go in the r ight direction, as  hoped for  
by the Union:  the I raqis  mus t take their  political des tiny into their  own 
hands .  
 
T he Union welcomed the formation of an I r aqi Governing Council,  which 
has  s ince appointed an inter im cabinet of minis ter s . We hope to see an 
ear ly completion of that cons titutional process , which is  the only way to 
give I r aq democratic elections  and res tore its  full  sovereignty. 
 
We trus t that the unanimous  approval of Res olution 1511, which 
represents  a great moment of renewed international unity, wil l give a 
decis ive impetus  in this  direction.  
 
T he European Union is  ready to play its  par t in accordance with the United 
Nations  Resolutions . T his  is  a firm conviction shared by all  Member  S tates ,  
a commitment which has  been solemnly endors ed at every Council 
meeting.  
 
T oday we are as sembled here precis ely under  S ecur ity Council Res olution 
1483.  
 
T he Union has  already mantained its  pledge, al locating 730 mill ion EURO 
for  humanitar ian aid. T he Eur opean Commis s ion decided that 200 mil lion 
EURO should be allocated for  the recons truction effor t up to the end of 
2004, and this  was  endors ed by the Council las t week. T oday Member  
S tates  will  announce their  contr ibutions .  T his  is  the res ult of a common 
determination, that is  able to react to secur ity challenges  and to the threat 
of s abotage and attacks . We are all  aware of the s trategic nature of the 
effor t we are called upon to make. 
 
T he Commis s ion's  r epor t, endors ed by the Council, urges  us  to s ee this  
Conference as  the s tar t of a process  that wil l not s top in 2004. On the 
contrary, in view of changing circums tances , it s hould be seen as  a 
medium term endeavour .  
What do we mean by " changing circumstances " ? 
Namely, consolidation of s ecur ity,  the for mation of a repr es entative and 
internationally recognised I r aqi Gover nment and las tly, coordinating 
mechanis ms  between the different actor s  working on recons truction, so as  
to max imis e the effect of the international effor t.  
 
I n clos ing, I  s hould like to give a br ief account of I taly's  contr ibution to the 
European effor t.  
 
A br oad progr amme of as s is tance has  been financed thr ough a special bi ll  
for  I r aq approved by the I talian Par liament. I t has  appr oved an 
humanitar ian mis s ion aimed at as s is ting rehabil itation and prepar ing 
recons truction. I t has  as  well author ised the deployment in the province of 
Dhi Qar  of a contingent of 3.000 troops  to the s tabil is ation force. T his  is  a 
peace mis s ion, a humanitar ian one, aimed at res tor ing secur ity to the area 
and to keep public order .  I n car rying out this  impor tant task, the I talian 
contingent has  als o been active in s upplying technical s uppor t and in 
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providing as s is tance to the people of Dhi Qar  province. We have placed 
qualified s taff in local s tructures  and car r ied out dir ect humanitar ian, 
rehabil itation and aid mis s ions .  I n addition, the I tal ian Government has  
launched sever al programmes  in the fields  of health, water , agr iculture 
and ir r igation which wil l be car r ied out in close synergy with the I talian 
contingent.  
 
I n 2003 I taly also made contr ibutions  via multi lateral channels .  T he total 
financial commitment amounts  s o far  to 286 mil l ion EURO.  
T oday in Madr id the I tal ian Government is  pleased to announce an 
additional contr ibution of 200 mil lion EURO to be dis bur s ed in the next 
three years .  
Moreover ,  for  the year  2004, the I tal ian Government wil l s eek confir mation 
of its  military contr ibution, the total cos t of which amounts  to about 230 
mil lion EURO every s ix  months .  
We s incerely believe that this  wil l  help to br ing about the improvement in 
living conditions  which the I raqi people r ightly des er ve. 
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